Hamdoun: Peace prospects bleak 


Amal, Hizbollah renew battle 


LOIOOK (8) — As Ira* mUstur aid ftid*y no utfor cfenes ted 
taken b place In ban dace the doth rf AjatoBafa ftofanlbh Khontat sad 
lauspcctetf a fasting peace betweq Iran nd Iraq agpe a e d rmBte. Nfaar 
T I i uhIom h , ilqMj mtatater it Ac trap mtafetiy of fiardpi affirirs, said 
Iranfui nragn pafty was aedaoged dace KbonctaTs death lot Jane and 
peace mm were staled bp Tebm’srdhsri to bold dfred talks. “K fa wd 
fcwnn Act Ae state of rctattons between Iraa rad Iraq at fl*e ament b 
of bo war, bo peace,” Hamdoau grid in a speech at the Royri batMate 
of fetarutional Affifcs A London. “Observing fan at presto*, I see so 
poAnd changes from KhoadBffs&w,” be aU. “I cannot bat eondsde 
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SIDON (R) — Rival SU'ltes ftagh* with mortars and rockets A Sow* 
1 /t a wn and rath of Bdm Friday, seuuity soems said. They said 
mBtaat of the pro-tranian SztwBah (Party of God) and mBfthiDes of the 
Syriaa-backcd Anal taught A fob* A1 Tsfbh, 40 kilometres Moth of 
Bdrat and at Ousafe, a seaside reridcatH ana at the southern entrance of 
Ae ca p ital . Three p eo pl e wen wo un ded A four-boors of fighting, the 
sources added. Witnesses said the sonads of exploding «hrth and rackets 
racked vflbges hi the ra^ainoas area in Sooth Lebanon while thousands 
of peop l e wen happ ed by crossfire A Omfc. The rivals have been fighting 
A IqHm A) Tafiahsfeace last December when EfitboJbb extended its control 
h the asvs to several Aad-hrld vBages. Some 95 people were killed id the 
battles. Inadan and Syrian mofiatkm faded to stop the fighting which is 
cased to Janaary after h un dr ed s o# Palestinian goerriDas deployed A the 
area with the declared ahn of separating Ac rinds. The security source nid 
Syrian troops posMoaed A west Beirut intervened to stop the fighting near 

Bdrat and contacts weremade wttta otBetob from both sides to hah fire. 
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Cigarette factory reports decline 
in sales, seeks preemptive action 
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Ministry to license 
new clearing agents 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Finance has decided to 
grant Licences to new customs 
clearance agents in lme with the 
governments policy to create 
new jobs and solve the problem 
of - unemployment. The ministry 
set a number of conditions for 
issuance of licences. The condi- 
tions provide, in part, for appli- 
cants should furnish a bank 
guarantee of JD 20,000, and 
should be over 21 yean old and hold 
a Tawjihi or nnivemty certificate. 
The applications will be accepted 
effective March 1. 

Arar, delegation 
in Cairo 

CAIRO (Petra) — A Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation is in 
Cairo to attend meetings by the 
African Parliamentary Union due 
to open Saturday. The delegation 
is led by Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Suleiman Arar, 
who said upon arrival Friday 
evening that the Jordanian de- 
legation would be attending as an 
observer, which is a good chance 
to meet with parliamentarians 
from various African countries to 
discuss Arab- African cooperation 
in parliamentary affair s, Arar and 
his team will also be meeting with 
the speaker and members of 
Egypt’s People’s Council to dis- 
. cuss Jordanian-Egyptian par- 
‘ tiamentary cooperation. 

League to discuss 

Egyptian proposal 

• 

TUNIS (R) — Arab League fore- 
ign ministers due to meet Satur- 
day will debate an Egyptian prop- 
osal to return the league's head- 
quarters to Cairo, Arab diploma- 
tic sources said. The sources said 
several ^Arab governments had 
received notice that Egypt plan- 
ned to raise the issue on Satur- 
day. They said the league secre- 
tariat bad not been informed of 
the move but this was a technical 
pant as any member could raise 
any issue it wanted during die 
meeting. 

Israel, E. Germany 
discuss relations 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — Israeli 
and East German officials ended 
a second round of preliminary 
talks Friday on establishing di- 
plomatic relations, an East Ger- 
man embassy spokesman said. 
Spokesman Pieter Loll said a 
letter from East German Prime 
Minister Hans Modrow to his 
Israeli counterpart, Yitzhak Sba; 
mir, was given to the Israeli 
delegation. “The letter, together 
with further clarifications, was 
forwarded to Israel for further 
consideration,'* the Israeli 
embassy said in a statement. 

France jails Tunisian 
for 20 years 

PARIS (AP) — A Tunisian who 
said he was waging a holy war 
against the West was sentenced 
Friday to 20 years in prison for 
activities linked to bombings that 
killed 13 people in Paris. Fouad 
Ah Salem, 31, was convicted on 
charges of conspiracy, possession 
of illegal arms and trafficking in 
explosives. His French wife, 
Karima, and eight other men — 
three Tunisians, two Moroccans 
and three Lebanese — were con- 
victed on the same charges and 
sentenced to terms of five to 10 
years. Salem and at least three of 
the other defendants are sche- 
duled to go on trial again later 
this year for the murders of the 13 
people killed in the wave of ex- 
plosions that rocked Paris be- 
tween Dec. 7, 1985 and Sept. 8, 
1986. About 250 people were 
injured as bombs strode train 
stations, department stores, 
shops and monuments. 

S. Arabia introduces 
safety measures 
for Saudi diplomats 

DAMMAM (R) — Foreign 
Minister Prince Sand Al Faisal 
said in remarks published Friday 
that the government had taken 
steps to protect Saudi diplomats 
abroad, “The government has 
taken safety measures to {noted 
Saudi diplomats working in the 
Saudi embassies abroad, and God 
wiQmg these measures will guard 
tiie kingdom's sons from dangers 
while p erformin g their dories to- 
wards their religion, king and 
country,” Al Madina newspaper 
quoted Prince Sand 'as saying. 


King renews warning 
over Soviet influx 


LONDON (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has re- 
newed warnings that the massive 
Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Israel posed a serious threat to 
the Arabs and efforts for peace in 
the Middle East 

In an interview with, the Amer- 
ican television network ABC, the 
King said Friday that Jewish im- 
migration to Israel would be at 
the expense of the Palestinian 
people tiring in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip too will be 
forced to leave the occupied lands 
to make room for the immigrants. 

“This issue is very serious,” 
die Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
quoted the King as saying in the 
interview. “It deserves concen- 
tration of efforts. Attention 
should be focused on efforts for 
peace in the Middle East so that 
the region can enjoy peace just as 
any other region of the world, " 
be was quoted as saying. 

Noting that the rate of Jewish 
immi gratioyto Israel b expected 
to increase dramatically, the King 
said: “Some 46,000 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories who 
visit Jordan from time to time are 


now staying in Jordan; some of 
them are not allowed (by the 
Israeli authorities) to return to 
their homes in the occupied 
lands.” 

The King said there was an 
urgent need to convene an Arab 
summit to discuss all issues fating 
tiie Arab Nation, including Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Israel and 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories, "the international 
changes, the future of the region 
which we live in, the situation in 
Lebanon, (he Iran-Iraq situation, 
greater freedoms (in the Arab 
World) and the future of future 
generations.” 

Such an Arab summit, he said, 
should neither be a “traditional” 
or “limited” conference. 

The King is currently on a visit 
to London for talks with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er on bilateral relations and Mid- 
dle F^*st ittyupg after similar dk - 
cussions with French President 
Francois Mitterrand in Paris last 
week. The main aim of the visit, 
according to reports, is to gather 
European support in efforts to 
co un ter the threats inherent in 


the massive influx of Jewish im- 
migration to Israel. 

In an interview published in the 
French Le Figaro daily Thursday, 
the King said the United States 
was responsible for the crisis trig- 
gered by the exodus of Jews from 
tiie Soviet Union. 

He.said Washington, by impos- 
ing restrictions on Soviet im- 
migration into the U.S., was forc- 
ing Soviet Jews to go to Israel and 
eventually settle in the occupied 
territories. He said the U.S. 
could use its influence and find a 
just and durable settlement to the 
Palestinian problem. 

He said Jordan acknowledges 
the right of all people, including 
Jews, to live anywhere they 
choose but not at the expense of 
the Arab people of Palestine. 

King visits deputy 

King Hussein Friday visited 
Deputy Ahmad Qtaish Al 
Azaydeh, who is currently receiv- 
ing medical treatment in a Lon- 
don hospital after undergoing a 
surgery, to enquire about his 
health. 


Total amnesty applicable only to 
illegal Egyptian, Syrian workers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Labour has amended a deci- 
sion to gran t a total amnesty from 
fines and legal proceedings 
against illegal guest workers by 
clarifying that the measure will 
apply only to Egyptian and Syrian 
workers m Jordan whose work 
permits have expired. Other illeg- 
al guest workers will have to pay 
reduced fines, according to the 
decision. 

Labour Minister Qaseem 
Obeidat, in reports carried in the 
local press Friday, said that that 
the two-month amnesty, which 
goes into effect March 15, will be 
applicable only to Egyptian and 
Syrian nationals and all other 
illegal guest workers in the coun- 
try will have to pay reduced fines 
before they will be allowed to 
leave the Kingdom. In addition, 
all have to sign an affidavit saying 
they win not return to the King- 
dom. The fines normally reach np 
to JD 30 per month or part 
thereof to be paid to the Ministry 
erf Interior and JD 75 per month 
or part thereof to be paid to the 
Ministry of Labour for every 
illegal guest worker. 


In an interview with the Jordan 
Times Thursday, the minister had 
said that the amnesty was applic- 
able to all illegal guest workers. 

According to Ministry of 
Labour sources, there are at least 
200,000 non-Jordanian workers 
in the country with only a quarter 
of them in possession of the 
required legal documents such as 
a work permit issued by the 
Ministry of Labour and a resi- 
dence pennit issued by the Minis- 
try of Interior. 

It was not dear Friday why the 
Ministry of Labour had qualified 
its total amnesty to make it only 
applicable to Egyptians and Sy- 
rians. Guest workers of the two 
nationalities are believed to make 
np the bulk of the foreign labour 
force in Jordan. The minister 
could not be reached for com- 
ment Friday. 

In his remarks published Fri- 
day, the minister said ministry 
teams would continue to conduct 
spot checks and inspections to 
ensure that Jordanian employers 
and guest workers abide by the 
regulations. 


Percentages specified 

The Ministry of Labour has set 
«irt«in bunts on the number of 
guest workers who could be em- 
ployed by Jordanian businesses 
and industries. A statement 
issued by Employment Depart- 
ment Director Mansour Al 
Utoum and carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, set the 
H m it a as follows: 

Textile industry: 20 per cent to 
the total work force; clothing 
industry: 40 per cent; laundries: 
35 per cent; construction: 35 per 
cent; car wash and petrol stations 
and gas distribution centres: 30 
per cent; first class restaurants 
and three to five-star hotels: 40 
per cent; meat distribution cen- 
tres: 40 per cent; machinery 
shops: 30 per cent; and shoe 
making industries: 30 per cent. 

Utoum said all these businesses 
should implement a policy of 
gradually reducing the number of 
guest workers and by die year 
1992 a new policy would be in 
place which will allow for no 
non-Jordanian worker or a li- 
mited number of guest workers to 
be employed in these sectors. 


Aoun turns conciliatory, 
urges talks on Taif pact 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — General 
Michel Aoun, in a conciliatory 
move, called Friday for peace 
with rival Christian and Muslim 
leaders to end Lebanon’s 15-year 
dvil war. 

Aoun also dropped his outright 
o ppos i tion to the peace accord 
worked out by Lebanon’s parlia- 
ment last fall in the Saudi Ara- 
bian resort city erf Taif. 

Police said a week-old ceasefire 
between Aoun’s 19,000 troops 
and the 6,000-strong Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia of Samir 
Geagea was holding despite 
minor exchanges of sniper fire. 

The inconclusive showdown 
between Aoun and Geagea fen- 
mastery of the 800-square- 
kilometre Christian enclave has 
killed 750 people and wounded 
2,089. 

“The war in (Christian) east 
Beirut is definitely over... it 
appeared that violence does not 
lead to a solution... there will be 
no more war between east and 
west Bdrat too,” file daily inde- 
pendent Al Nahar newspaper 
quoted Aoun Friday. 

West Beirut is the base of 
internationally-recognised 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi. 

Since last November and dur- 
ing the fi ghting between Aoun’s 
men and theLF, the Christian 
enclave has been surrounded by 
Syrian troops and Lebanese sol- 
diers loyal to" Hrawi. 

The Maromte Christian Presi- 
dent, elected by Muslim and 
Christian .deputies of Lebanon's 


jected by Aoun as a Syrian pup- 
pet, has several times warned be 
might have to use force to oust 
Aoun from the presidential 


palace and compel die general to 
recognise his authority. 

Aoun said he was ready to talk 
with all his rivals including Syria 
and Hrawi. 

“I still say I am ready to talk to 
our Syrian brothers on the bases 
of Lebanon’s sovereignty to solve 
this problem because we are not 
trouble-seekers,” said Aoun. 
who last year fought an unsuc- 
cessful six-mouth war aimed at 
expelling thousands of Syrian 
troops from Lebanon. 

“I suggest that we all sit at a 
round table and seek the suitable 
solutions to our difficulties and 
reach mutual understanding,” the 
newspaper quoted him as saying. 

Aoun said would be prepared 
to discuss die Arab-sponsored 
Taif peace pact which led to foe 
establishment of Lebanon's inter- 
nationally recognised west 
Beirut-based a dm inist ration - 

“If we couldn’t through tins 
present thing (Taif) reach a re- 
sult, the second solution could be 
Taif... plus a comma or some- 
thing totally new... I am definite- 
ly ready to discuss an amendment 
to the Taif pact,” Aoun added. 

“When you cannot change a 
phenomena through politics, ex- 
ternal force, internal explosion or 
any other way then you must deal 
with it realistically,” said Aoun. 

He said the war is Lebanon 
was absorb and touched all par- 
ties in the country. 

“It (the war) was all to disinte- 
grate Lebanon.” 

“We have to seek dialogue. 
Direct -dialogue among the 
Lebanese with the help of 
others. . . there is bo solution with- 
out difficulties, we have to work 
quietly.” 


Israeli raid 
kills 4 in 
N. Lebanon 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli 
pines kflkd Hoar Pah iifhiiiinii 
and wounded two to an a tt ack 
on guerrffla bases hi northern 
Lebanon Friday, security 
sources said. 

The jets Ut bases of the 
Pop ul ar Frost for the libera- 
tion of Palestine-General Com- 
mand (PFLP-GC) 60 
kB umefres north of Bdrat, in 
an mm sa afly deep incursion 
into Lebanon. 

The Is r a eli army said the 
targets hft served as “hun- 
ching points” for attarta on 
Inek by the PFLP-GC, 

The cemnmniqae did not 
point to a specific attack 
Mamed on the gr oup. Wide 
Israel frequently attacks goer- 
rffia bases in South Lebanon In 
retaliation for attacks on or 
near the bracB-Lebaaese bor- 
der, the itod to northern Leha- 


The tost hi the area was on 
My 19, 1985, when Lnefi Jets 
demotisbed a headquarters 
holding of a Palestinian fac- 
tion led by Sated Moosa. At 
least five people were kffled 
and 29 wounded hi that ak 
strike. 

On Friday, the t a r ge t was 
the Khan Al Khiyat region 
about 10 hfinme t r es north of 
Tripoi, the brad coamuu ri- 
qne said. 

It was the eighth air raid this 
year by Israel jets against 
targets in Lebanon, 

The hnt one was Feb. 23 
against a base near the Smtth 
Lebanon port of Sidon. 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sales of locally- 
produced cigarettes dropped by 
24 per cent in 1989, resulting in 
an estimated JD 9 million loss in 
revenue for the treasury and JD 
1.6 million for the Jordan Tobac- 
co Company, the sole manufac- 
turer of local cigarettes, accord- 
ing to Ali Al Saad, general mana- 
ger of the company. 

The company suffered a de- 
cline of 17 per cent in local sales 
and seven per cent in its exports 
last year, Saad told the Jordan 
Times over the weekend. He said 
that the company was holding 
talks with Parliament members 
and government officials to find 
quick solutions to preempt any 
further losses in 1990. 

Saad testified before the Agri- 
culture Committee of the Lower 
House Of P arliamen t last week 
and explained the reasons behind 
the plunge. In an interview with 
the Jordan Times be outfitted 
several main factors which led to 
the situation: 

— A sharp decline in local 
consumption and demand as a 
result of the soaring cost of living 
in tiie country. 

— Huge amounts are tied np in 
storage of tobacco, enough to 
meet the company’s needs for the 
next five years, since regulations 
stipulate that the company buy 


the entire output of local fanners. 

— Ceflmgs set by the govern- 
ment do not permit the company 
to offer competitive prices in the 
international market. 

— The company has been 
forced to increase the content of 
local tobacco in its products. 
“This adversely affects the quali- 
ty of our cigarettes,'' according to 
Saad. 

Elaborating further on these 
points, Saad said that tiie quality 
of JTC cigarettes had gone down 
because of the increase in their 
content of locally-grown tobacco. 

“The taste and smell of the 
cigarette as well as its other qual- 
ities have deteriorated,'’ Saad 
said. 

He explained that the locally 
grown tobacco “is of a lower 
quality when compared with in- 
ternational standards, especially 
in its physical and chemical qual- 
ities.” 

The increasing taxes on im- 
ported tobacco and the devalua- 
tion of the Jordanian dinar's ex- 
change value, coupled with the 
limits placed on the prices of local 
cigarettes by the government, 
according to Saad, warranted that 
the company mix new blends with 
a higher percentage of local 
tobacco. 

Although the company prides 
itself of being “totally Jorda- 
nian, ** according to Saad, 
cigarette manufacturing requires 


a blend of tobacco that can only 
be achieved through the import 
of other types of tobacco. 

“We have tried ail possible 
ways to improve local tobacco, 
including importing seeds of the 
highest quality tobacco, but natu- 
ral factors are the main contribu- 
tors to its lower quality," Saad 
said. 

He explained that “primitive 
farming procedures, coupled with 
the Kingdom’s weather and type 
of soB, have left no space for 
improvement of local tobacco.” 

“The company has to import 
tobacco to enable it to make the 
right blend or all our cigarettes 
would taste the same.” Saad ex- 
plained. The Jordan Tobacco 
Company imports tobacco from 
North America and North Africa. 

The shareholding company, 
founded in 1931, produces seven 
brands of cigarettes formulated 
according to different blends to 
appeal to the different tastes of 
the consumers. 

“The blend is the most impor- 
tant factor... the internationally 
successful blend uses eight to ten 
different types of tobacco,” Saad 
explained. “Our cigarettes are 
recognised world-wide, especially 
in the Arab markets to which we 
export our cigarettes.*' Saad said. 

The exported cigarettes, 
however, are blended with a les- 
ser percentage of local tobacco 
“because our prices are floated 


abroad so we can produce better 
cigarettes.” He attributed the 
seven per cent decline in the 
company's exports to decisions by 
importing Arab countries to stop 
the import of Jordanian 
cigarettes. 

The government collects the 
lion’s share of the company's 
sales revenues as tax on primary 
products, production tax and cus- 
toms. Aixording to Saad, this 
sum constitutes dose to 75 per 
cent of the company’s total re- 
venue. 

“We are one of the largest local 
finance rs of Jordan’s treasury,” 
Saad said. But in 1989, the gov- 
ernment only collected JD 47 
million because of the decline in 
the company's sales. 

The company, of which semi- 
government institutions own a 
third, has an annual production 
of 160 milli on packets, including 
those for export, and uses 3,500 
tonnes of tobacco. 

The economic situation in the 
Kingdom and conservative con- 
sumption trends have also contri- 
buted to reduced demand for 
cigarettes as a whole in the coun- 
try, Saad said. 

. According to Saad, studies in- 
dicate that toe Jordanian public is 
concentrating its spending now 
“no more basic commodities” 
and as a result of the prevailing 

(Continued on page 3) 


Strike marks 28th Labour said braced for 

vYinnkli rif linricina coalition Collapse 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip held a general strike Friday 
to mark the start of the 28th 
month of their uprising. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of violence. The monthly 
strikes have generally resulted in 
violent dashes between Palesti- 
nians and Israeli troops. 

In an Israeli prison outride the 
southern town of Asheklon a 
Lebanese inmate was strangled to 
deads by a fellow prisoner who 
suspected him of collaborating 
with Israeli forces, army radio 
said. 

On Thursday, the Arab Cham- 
ber of Commerce, which repre- 
sents Palestinian merchants in 
Jerusalem, appealed to Western 
governments to urge Israel to 
stop tax raids on their shops, a 
chamber official said. 

“Every day they are raiding 
stores in a very harsh way,” said 
chamber Director Faiek Barakat. 
“They are confiscating goods, 
searching the owners of stores 
and taking everything from his 
pocket.” 

He accused the tax raiders of 
“taking the law into their own 
hands” and said that if a merchant 
was in a violation of the tax law 


“he should be taken to court and 
not harassed in his store.” 

Barakat said the Israeli tax 
raids in Arab Jerusalem had begun 
about two weeks ago but intensi- 
fied tins week, prompting the 
appeal to the Western diplomats. 

Barakat said the merchants’ 
appeal was sent to the consulates 
of the United Stales and several 
European nations as well as to 
the United Nations in New York. 

Palestinian shopkeepers have 
been hard hit by the 27-month 
uprising. Stores are open only 
three horns a day, and frequently 
don’t open at ail because of 
general strike calls. 

Tbe unde rg ro un d leadership of 
the uprising has urged merchants 
not to pay Israeli taxes as part of 
an economic campaign that also 
calls for boycotting Israeli-made 
goods. 

Hie Israeli army laid siege to 
tbe West Bank town of Beit 
Sabur for six weeks last fen, and 
tax officials raided scores of 
offices and shops to collect past- 
due taxes. Millions of dollars 

confiscatecMn tiie raiJiL^ 

Israeli officials defend the raids 
and say tbe Palestinians are in 
violation of tax laws. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Labour Party has set up a 
mechanism for toppling the gov- 
ernment if its coalition partner, 
the hawkish Likud bloc, rejects 
U.S. peace proposals in a crucial 
cabinet session Sunday. 

At the same time. Labour's 
number two. Defence- Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, is trying to work 
out a compromise with Likud 
before the cabinet showdown to 
prevent a breakup of the govern- 
ment, Israeli media reported 
Friday. 

Yosri Sarid of the Citizens 
Rights Movement said Friday 
that his party would introduce a 
parliamentary motion of no confi- 
dence against the government on 
Tuesday if Likud rejects the 
proposals by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

Tbe text of the motion was 
coordinated with senior Labour 
members, Sarid told the Associ- 
ated Press. ‘They wanted to be 
sure that a no-confidence motion 
w31 be on tiie agenda, that if they 
need it, it's there,” Sarid said. 

To bring down the govern- 
ment, Labour, which has 39 seats 
to Likad's 40, would have to 
master a simple majority in the 
120-member Knesset, or parlia- 
ment. It would need tiie support 
of a number of small leftist and 
religious parties. 


The key dispute between 
Labour and Likud focuses on 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Earlier this week, Likud minis- 
ters insisted on a Labour guaran- 
tee that Jerusalem Palestinians 
not be allowed to vote in prop- 
osed elections in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Likud also demanded a Labour 
promise that it would nor take an 
independent line in negotiations 
and would agree to walk out if the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) was involved in the 
peace talks. 

Without such guarantees, 
Likud will not vote on U.S.- 
backed compromise proposals to 
put together a Palestinian nego- 
tiating team for the Cairo talks, 
said Yosri Ahimeir, a spokesman 
for Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir of Likud. 

“We can expea that there 
won’t be a move by Liknd away 
from its proposal,” Ahimeir told 
the AP Friday. “The unity of 
Jerusalem is a very dear issue, 
and tiie opposition to any parti- 
cipation of the PLO is a very dear 
issue." 

Ahimeir said be did not expea 
a cabinet decision on Baker’s 
proposals by Sunday, as deman- 
ded by Labour. “We don’t act 
according to ultimatums," 
Ahimeir said. 


Israel challenges U.S. criticism on Jerusalem 



TEL AVIV (Agencies) — In a 
direct challenge to U.S. criticism 
of settling Jews in Arab Jeru- 
salem, Israel's bousing minister 
said Friday that he hoped to start 
construction of new hearing for 
Israelis in the eastern sector of 
the Holy City w it hin a week. 

Housing Minister David Levy 
also said that 4,000 of 30,000 
housing units planned this year 
for Israeli Jews should be bnfit in 
Jerusalem. A ministry spokes- 
man, who asked not to be identi- 
fied, said at least 2,000 would be 
in the eastern sector. 

In announcing his plans. Levy 
said settling Jews in Arab Jeru- 
salem was an “elementary nation- 
al obligation,” then added: “But 
it’s also a message to everyone 
who casts doubt on tiie rights of 
the Israeli people to its united 
capital. 

“Next week, with the hdp of 
God, we wifl give an answer in 
the field,” Levy said in a speech 
in the northern city erf Tiberias. 

Levy added that Israel would 
begin construction next week on 
a previously planned 2^00-unit 
development in Arab Jerusalem. 
The 4,000 units that Levy men- 
tioned would be in addition to 
these units already approved by 
the gover nm ent 

U.S. President George Bosh 


and Secretary of State James 
Baker both issued strong state- 
ments last week urging Israel not 
to settle more Jews in Arab Jeru- 
salem or tbe occupied West 
Bank. 

Last Saturday, Bush told a 
news conference in California 
that “we do not believe there 
should be new settlements in the 
West Bank or East Jerusalem.” 
. Three days earlier, Baker had 
told a bouse subcommittee that 
$400 mfifion in loan guarantees 
requested by Israel to help bouse 
a flood of Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants should be made contingent 
on Israeli assurances that the 
funds would not go for construc- 
tion in tiie occupied lands. 

Hie U.S. administration 
Thursday affirmed tiie right of 
Jews to live in Arab Jerusalem 
bat described the predominantly 
Arab part of the city as occupied 
territory. 

Statements at the White House 
and the State Department linked 
Jews in Arab Jerusalem to West 
Bank settlers. 

Aware of tiie co n troversy the 
administration has stirred in 
Israel, be ginning with a statement 
by Bush on Jernsalem last Satur- 
day, U.S. officials also stressed 
the doseness of the United States 
and Israel. 


“A good, close friend can dis- 
agree,” said State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret D. Tut- 
wiler. 

Still, the dispute shows no sign 
of quieting down. Zt comes at a 
critical time in Middle East 
peace-making efforts. 

Both White House spokesman 
Martin Fitzwater and State De- 
partment spokeswoman Margaret 

Tutwiler were questioned about 
the issue on Thursday. 

“The United States supports a 
united Jerusalem whose final sta- 
tus is determined by negotiations. 
Tbe president has made dear 
U.S. support for Jews as well as 
others to live there in tiie context 
of a negotiated settlement,” said 
Fitzwater. 

But he bad no answer when 
asked if this meant Jews had the 
right to live there now or whether 
tiie United States considered 
Arab Jerusalem suburbs to be 


sertements. 

Tutwiler was equally opaque at 
her daily State Department 
briefing. 

“All of the territories occupied 
in 1967 are still occupied — there 
is nothing new here. Our policy is 
that the territory still subject to 
negotiation between Israel and 
the Arabs are the territories occu- 
pied in 1967* she said. 

Later she was asked: “But you 
and the president and Martin 

Fitzwater nave just cast doubt on 
the legality of Jews living in Jeru- 
salem...” 

TUtwiler: “Wrong, wrong, 
wrong, wrong.” 

Question: “...and you 
Jerusalem part of tiie occupied 
territories.’ * 

Tutwiler “Have you heard me 
say that?" 

She also had no answer when 
(Continued q n page 3) 
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Najibullah accuses Pakistan of 
playing big role in coup attempt 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afghanistan Friday ac- 
cused neighbonring Pakistan of playing a major 
role in a thwarted attempt to overthrow President 
Najibnllah. 

Pakistan called the allegation 


absurd, saying the plot to topple 
Najibollah only exposed the 
cracks in his shaky government. 

At least 56 people died and 200 
others were injured in the mutiny 
led by Afghanistan's renegade 
Defence Minister, Gen. Shah 
Nawaz Tanai, and dissident sol- 
diers. The mutinous soldiers were 
supported by fundamentalist 
guerrilla leader Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar. 

On Wednesday, Tanai de- 
fected to the Muslim rebels who 
have been fighting since 1978 to 
topple the Communist govern- 
ment in Kabul. 

While the plot apparently 
failed. Western diplomats in 
Pakistan said Tuesday’s attemp- 
ted coup had hurt Najibullah 
politically and militarily and 
bought time for the guerrillas 
preparing for the so-called sum- 
mer fighting season. 

Tanai, a feisty, battle-hardened 
officer popular among the rank- 
and-file military, was dismissed as 
defence minis ter shortly after 
Afghan warplanes swooped down 
and bombed the capital of Kabul, 
causing extensive damage to the 
city Of 2 milli on , 

Najibullah also replaced Tanai 
and other key members of the 
policy-making politburo, the 
Central Committee and the Sup- 
reme Defence Council, which 
maps out the government’s 
strategy in the 12-year-old war 
against the Mujahedeen, or Isla- 
mic holy warriors. 

Among those dismissed from 
the politburo were Said Moham- 


mad Gulabzhoi, Af ghanistan’ s 
ambassador to Moscow, And 
Gen. Abdul Qadar Aga Aka, a 
leader of the air force contingents 
that helped Mohammad Daoud 
overthrow the monarchy in 1973. 
Daoud was killed in a 1978 amp 

that intfalte ri the rn mmwnitf pw- 
eramenL 

During a news conference 
Thursday in Kabul, Najibullah 
declared his government had 
been purged of dissidents and 
that his rating People’s Democra- 
tic Party of Afghanistan (PDP A) 
was now more united than ever. 

“The microbes, the radicals 
among us, have been cleansed,” a 
Kabul-based diplomat quoted tire 
43-year-old president as saying. 
“We don't have any more fac- 
tions.” The diplomat spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Radio Kabul, monitored in 
Islamabad, reported that the gov- 
ernment had proof that neigh- 
bouring Pakistan played a key 
role in Tanai’s attempts to topple 
Najibullah, tire former chin of 
the feared secret police who was 
installed by the Soviets in 1986. 

“The government of Afgh anis - 
tan has undeniable documents erf 
Pakistan’s interference and parti- 
cipation in the unsuccessful coup. 
The government demands that 
Pakistan hand over Shah Nawaz 
Tanai and others who escaped to 
Pakistan,” the radio said. 

The Soviet-backed government 
regularly accuses Pakistan of 
training the Afghan guerrillas. 

As it has always done, the 
Islamabad government a gain de- 
nied the charge. 


“This (coup attempt) is an in-' 
temal matter. It involves rival 
factions within the FDPA and 
shows that the government's 
rfan n of popular support is just a 
sham,” said a Pakistani Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Western diplomats in Pakistan 
said the mutiny 'within the 
Afghan Air Force had hurt Na- 
jibullah politically and militarily. 

The Afghan Air Force has 
been credited for helping Na- 
jibullah survive since the Soviet 
Union ended nine years of direct 
military intervention and palled 
the Red Army out of Afghanistan 
in February 1989. 

“The Afghan Air Force has 
been Najibullah’s main weapon 
against the Mujahedeen,? said 
one Western diplomat, yaHng 
on condition of not be identified. 

“But tiie coup attempt shows 
that there is dissension within the 
military and the two sides just 
spent several days destro yin g 
each other. They had a lot of 
planes and a lot of pilots but they 
don’t have as many now.” 

The air fern is vital for provid- 
ing cover for supply convoys in 
the capital and for ferrying 
weapons and supplies to besieged 
cities such as Khost, Jalalabad, 
Gaidez pnd KThalaf- 

With the planes diverted to 
Kabul, die diplomats said, the 
guerrillas axe now able to move 
weapons into Afghanistan. 

“They haven’t had to w o r r y 
about air coyer for several days 

smti ftwfi is givin g thwn Immi (0 

pr e pare ” for the summer fighting 
season, winch usually begins in 
June after the snow has melted. 

According to Hekmatyar, the 
outspoken guerrilla leader, Tanai 
now is helping them. 

“He is t»ck in Af ghanis tan, in 


tiie vicinity of Kabo! province and 
preparing to mobilise bis troops 
for the final assault,” the tur- 
baned guerrilla leader said in 
Peshawar, the northern frontier 
town where the seven resistance 
groups are headquartered. 

Throughout the war that has 
claimed the lives of more than 1 

nrifTinn Afghans , Tanai and Hek- 

matyar have been bitter rivals. 

Tanai, an outspoken hardline 
Marxist, opposed Najibullah’s 
proposals for peace talks with the 
guerrillas, and Hekmatyar said he 
would only support an Islamic 

gov ernmen t in Af ghanistan . 

On Wednesday, Tanai flew 
aboard an Af ghan military heli- 
copter to Pakistan, where jne met 
with Hekmatyax*s guerrillas and 
then returned to Afghanistan 
with them. 

Hekmatyar’s Hezb-I-Islami has 
•lit from the other six groups in 
e Pakistan-based resistance 
over leadership disputes. The 
firebr an d leader has been accused 
of killing rebel fighters' from 
other groups and collusion with 
Communists. And despite his 
powerful anti-West rhetoric, he 
has received the bulk of tiie U.S. 
weapons shipped to the guer- 
rillas. 

Leaders of the guerrillas’ gov- 
emment-in-exile have sought to 
distance themselves further, 
saying they would never accept 
Tanai as an ally. 

“He’s no rffflfa n e sit than Na- 
jibullah. How can we extend our 
su p po rt to a Communist?” said 
Abdul Rasul Sayyaf, leader of the 

radical M—A- OT TIrwfy 

of Islam Party. Sayyaf, whose 
group a su p po r ted by Saudi Ara- 
bia, has previously sided with 

Hft kmafy ar in among »h^. 

fractious alliance. 


t 



Arab envoys brief Indian minister 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation of the Arab heads of missio ns in 
India, comprising the ambassadors of Sandi Arabia, Palestine and 
the chief representative of the Arab League mission, called on 
Mr. I.K. Gujral, Indian minister for external affair s on March 1, 
to brief him on developments about the settlement of Soviet Jews 
in tiie occupied territories, an lndian Embassy press release said. 
Friday. Gujral stated that India shared the concern of tiie 
..Palestinian .and the- Arab countries. He reiterated India’s well 
known position on the illegality of occupation and added that such 
settlements would only compound the illegality. He said that such 
settlements would raise additional diffi culties in the creation of 
conditions necessary for initiating the negotiating process for a 
peaceful settlement of the Palestinian issue. 

Libya denounces U.S. over threat 

4 

ROME (AP) — Libya has denounced what it called a threat of 
U.S. military action aimed .at shutting a plant outside Tripoli that 
allegedly produces chemical weapons. The official Libyan News 
Agency (JANA) said Libya's Foreign Ministry “denounces the 
statement by the U.S. official spokesman,” Marlin Fitzwater. 
Fitzwater said Wednesday that the plant was “dangerous” and 
urged “vigorous efforts” to stop its operation. U.S. officials say 
the plant is turning out limited quantities of mustard gas and 
nerve agents. Asked about posable military action against tiie 
plant, the White House spokesman said, “we aren’t willing to 
speculate but nothing is ruled out” JANA quoted an unidentified 
“official source” at the Foreign Ministry as saying that Fitzwater 
statements “carried the threat of a possible launching of an actum 
against Great Jamahiriya (Libya) including a military aggres- 
sion.” The official called on the international community to 
condemn the “dangerous hostile behaviour” of the United States, 
said the JANA report, monitored in Rome. 

Armenian patriarch in Istanbul dies 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — Turkey’s Armenian community 
will mark a 40-day mounrning period for Aidibishop Shnoric 
Kaloustian before electing a new patriarch, church officials said 
Thursday. The 77-year-old Kaloustian died Wednesday in the 
Armenian capital of Yerevan in tiie Soviet Union after injuring 
his head in a fall. He had undergone a three-hour operation after 
falling Tuesday on the steps of the residence of His Holiness 
Vazken I, head of the Armenian Church, said spokesman 
Garabet Arman. The patriarch, who headed Turkey’s 60,000- 
member Armenian community since 1961, arrived in Armenia 
last Saturday in connection with a commemoration of the 1968 
Armenian earthquake. Arman said Kaloustian will be buried in 
the Armenian cemetery in Istanbul following a service in foe 
Virgin Mary Church on March 18. The Armenian community will 
elect a new patriarch through district representatives in accordance 
with tradition after 40 days of mounting, be said. 


Rafsanjani chides Bush 
oyer hoax phone call 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iranian 
President Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
said Friday a phone hoax in which 
U.S. President George Bush 
thought he was calling Rafsanjani 
showed U.S. eagerness to talk to 
Iran. . ... ... 

He said “now we must wait for 
explanations and witness , another 
Irangate in the making, God 
wining.” 

Iraneate is the name given to 
the ill-rated effort by the adminis- 
tration of former President 
Ronald Reagan to trade arms to 
Iran to gain release of U.S. hos- 


asked. ’This is a grang e occurr- 


Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said in Washington 
Thursday .that Bush returned a 
phone call last month to talk 
about U.S. hostages with a man 
he thought was the Iranian presi- 
dent, but it turned out to be a 
hoax. 

Speaking in a sermon in 
Tehran, Rafsanjani said the 
White House report “shows that 
tiie U.S. needs to talk to Iran, but 
with God’s grace, it is deprived 
(by Iran) of tins blessing.” 
Fitzwater said the U.S. govern- 
ment has let Rafsanjani know 
“through diplomatic channels as 
well as publicly, that we’re willing 
to talk whenever they’re ready. 
And they have come back and 
said, ‘we’re not ready*.” 
Rafsanjani told Friday prayers 
“Iran’s stature in tiie world is so 
high that the strongest power in 
the world, and the greatestpower 
on earth is grappling to find an 
to your executive leader 
ijarn) even through tele- 
phone wires.” 

He added that Iran expected 
the United States to answer such 
questions as “who was the in- 
termediary, who did they talk to 
and what did they talk about” 
“Can it be that such a global 
power, with all its intelligence 
capabilities, can talk to a person 
it cannot identify,” Rafsanjani 


Rafsanjani re fe r red to Western 
press reports of the incident, 
saying, “the synopsis of the news 
is that the U.S. president tried to 
the Iranian president for 
a mon th , and after' some time it 
was. learning that jibe person he 
wastaDringto was not the Iranian 
president but someone else.” ' 

Rafsanjam’s version was at 
variance with the White House 
report which said the hoax call 
was not by the United 

States. 

NBC and CBS television both 
reported the hoax call, with CBS 
saying Bush in his c on vers a tion 
with “Rafsanjani” repeate d tha t 
goodwill on one side could prom- 
ote goodwill on the other, but 
there could be no deal for the 
hostages’ release. 

Eight Americans and nine 
other Westerners are believed to 
be held 'some where in the Middle 
East and officials feel that Iran 
could play a role in their release. 

Disaosure of the hoax fol- 
lowed reports that the United 
States and Iran have had direct 
contacts cm the hostage situation, 
denied by both the white House 
and RafsanjanL 

Iraq opens 
trial of nurse, 
journalist 

LONDON (R) — An Iraman- 
bom journalist and a British 
muse, facing spying charges car- 
rying a rawTTinnni penalty of 
death, went on trial in Iraq, 
Britain’s Foreign Office said. A 
spokesman said the court trying 
Farzad Bazoft and Daphne Parish 
sat for 516 hours and adjoumed 
until Saturday, when a verdict, 
may be announced. The pair 
were arrested last September 


Iraq attacks 

Iran’s 

defence 

spending- 

plan 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Friday 
attacked banian (dans to spend 
$10 billion on arms over the next 
five years, saying tire spending 
would destabilise tiie Gulf. 

Tehran’s {dans “reflect its poli- 
cy to continue interfering in 
others’ internal affairs and to 
destabilise tiie region,” the De- 
fence Ministry newspaper A1 
Qadissya said. 

' Iraq does not normally publish 
its defence budget but foreign 
reports have established its de- 
fence mending at $13.9 billion in 
1987. 

A1 Qadissiya said Iran’s “policy 
of plundering the people’s wealth 
for terrorism and armaments 
feces stiff resistance from the 
people, shown daring the tnnnoil 
in many Iranian towns against the 
country’s economic crisis.” 

A ceasefire in August 1988 
ended the Zran-baq war but 

pfprw fallnc have made almost DO 

progre s s. 

In Tehran, banian President 
AH Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
Friday welcomed the United Na- 
tions’ proposed eight-point agen- 
da for renewed talks. 

Tt is an acceptable proposal 
which can be suitable ground for 
tinting peace talks,” he said in a 
Friday prayer sermon broadcast 
on Tehran Radio. 

The proposed agenda, given by 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cl irfhir to Iranian and Iraqi 
U.N. envoys Tuesday, covers vir- 
tually all outstanding issues in 
Security Council Resolution 598. 

the first of the points, winch 
are not numbered, deals with 
“farther arra nge ments relating tn 
the ceasefire” that went into 
force on Anga. 20, 1988. 


New Jewish neighbourhoods 
p lann ed in East Jeruslem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— The West Jerusalem City 
Counril has said it was examining 
potential sites in Arab East Jeru- 
salem for thousands of new fiats 
for the city’s growing population 
and for Soviet Jewish immigrants. 

The search is being made in tiie 
midst of controversy both over 
the city and over a massive influx 
of Soviet Jews. 

Last weekend, U.S. President 
George Bush publidy opposed 
any increase in Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem, occupied 
by Israel in 1967, annexed and 
declared part of the Jewish state's 
capitaL 

His opposition to Jewish settle- 
ments “m the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem”, provoked 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir to call for as many Soviet 
Jewish immigrants as possible to 
be settled in Jerusalem — East 
and West. 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kol- 
lek has also urged Jews from die 
Soviet Union to settle in both 
rides of tiie disputed capital in 
defiance erf Washington. Israel’s 
closest ally. 


The Hebrew-language Haaretz 
daily reported Thursday that city 
officials were secretly planning a 
new Jewish neighbourhood on 
Mount Hahoma — Jebel Abo 
Ghunaym in Arabic — in East 
Jerusalem. 

The area is located between the 
Arab village of Snr Bahir and tiie 
occupied West Bank town erf 
Bethlehem on territory occupied 
in the 1967 Middle East war. 

City spokeswoman Bonnie 
Boxer tokl Reuters: “The Mount 
Hahoma site is one of several that 
is being considered. There are no 
developed plans for this rite. It is 
only in a very prefiminaiy stage.” 

She said Mount Hahoma was 
Jewish-owned but she did not 
have details. The municipality 
was examining building sites 
mainly in East Jerusalem because 
the Jewish sector was already 
heavily congested. 

“The population is g ro win g. 
Last year the Jerusalem school 
system had 4,000 more students 
than tiie year before,” Borer 
said. “We also hope a large num- 
ber of Soviet Jews will move to 
Jerusalem.” 


About 10 per cent of the recent 
Soviet newcomers have settled in 
Jerusalem, but the Israeli figures 
do not distinguish between East 
and West sides erf the dty. 

The population of the Eastern 
sector has grown to 115,000 Jews 
and 140,000 Arabs since 1967. 

Israel expects about 100,000 
Jews from tiie Soviet Union tins 
year and up to half a million in 
the next. five years under the open 
door policy of Moscow. 

Several hundred immigrants 
have already moved to the A 
Israeli-occupied territories. **• 
Palestinians mid Arab countries 
have expressed alarm that 
Palestinians may be driven out 
and replaced by the newcomers. 

Jerusalem is at the centre of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip have been waging 
a 27-month-old revolt aimed at 
creating an Arab state with Jeru- 
salem as its capital. 

KoOek held a dty council meet- 
ing in East Jerusalem Tuesday to 
assert the Jewish state’s control 
over the dty. 


Abie Nathan to meet PLO officials 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli peace 
'ter A tee Nathan, jafled 


last month for contacts with 
tiie banned Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO), is to meet 
the organisation’s officials in 
Cairo, tiie Israeli weekly Kol 
Hair reported Friday. 

Nathan’s office said the Ira- 
nian-born broadcaster left Israel 
Friday morrang but staff would 
not reveal his destination. 

. Kol Hair said Nathan ' would 
meet PLO officials in Egypt, then 
set off on a PLO-arrangea tour of 
Saudi Arabia and Norm Yemen. 

In Riyadh, the 63-year-old for- 
ma- air force pilot would seek an 
audience with King Fahd and ask 


him to guarantee immediate rec- 
ognition of Israel if the Jewish 
state achieved peace with the 
Palestinians, tiie paper said. 

Israel’s coalition gov ern ment is 
currently split over U.S. propos- 
als to begin unprecedented peace 
talks with Palestinians waging a 
bloody revolt against Israeti 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Labour has set Sunday as a 
deadline far its right-wing Likud 
partners to accept the American 
(dan. 

Under tiie terms of a sus- 
pended sentence- handed down 
with his jail term last- October, 
Nathan feces a miirnmnn of one- 


year in prison if he meets PLO 
officials again wi thin 12 months. 
Israel defines the PLO as “a X 
terrorist organisation” . deter- 
mined to destroy it 

Meeting Palestinian activists in 
Jerusalem last week Nathan 
vowed to continue fighting the 
1986 law barring meetings with 
the PLO and said he would short- 
ly be travelling again and would 
“provide a few surprises.” 

Nathan met PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in Tonis and Stras- 
bourg in September 1988 and says 
he was instrumental in Arafat’s 
later offer to talk peace with 
Israel. 


Assad: Israel benefits from E. European changes 
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DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad has said 
that changes sweeping Eastern 
Europe spelled danger for the 
Arab World. 

Assad said Israel had benefit- 
ted most from the new order, 
restoring diplomatic ties arid* 1 
gaming greater influence in sever- 
al states. He urged Arab unify to 
confront the problem. 

Assad, addzesang a rally mark- 
ing 27 years of Baath Party role, 
accused the United States of play- 
ing a major role in encouraging 
the emigration of Soviet citizens 
to Israel. 

He said the migrants had no 
historical or racial connection 
with Israel. 

“Those Soviet immigrants have 
never been, nor their forefathers 
before them, at any period of 
history, citizens of Palestine. 
Neither are they Israelites, nor 
Semites... 

“Even the false claim of the 
sons of Israel to the land of 


Palestine and to a state extending 
from the Euphrates to the Nile 
does not apply to them, nor does 
it indude them because they are 
not tiie sons of Israel, nor tiie 
sons of Isaac, nor are they the 
sons of Sam, Noah’s son...” 

' Israel expects 100,008 immig- 
rants the year, following a Soviet 
relaxation of emigration restric- 
tions and new limi ts on their 
entry to the United States. 

The exodus has alarmed Arab 
countries who fear the newcom- 
ers will settle in the occupied 
territories daimed by Palestinians 
as a separate state. 

Israel and East Germany began 
talks Thursday about establishing 
diplomatic relations. The Jewish 
state last mouth restored ties with 
Poland. 

Assad said Syria’s emergency 
law, which provides for at least a 
mouth’s detention before a court 
appearance, should be used more 
sparingly. 

He said the law, in force for 



Hafez A1 Assad 

three decades, should be res- 
tricted to security and public 
order matters and asked his gov- 
ernment to study the idea. 

Assad said a party congress 
expected this month or caiiy in 
April would investigate improve- 
ments to .the political system. 

But the president, whoTrimseif 
came to power in a bloodless 


coup in 1970, said the policies of 
the Baath Movement remained 
the “best broad lines for our 
future action.” 

Assad said the emergency law 
should remain' in force because 
Syria was still in a state of war 
until load. 

He said it had to be applied for 
some offences because current 
legislation — which needed to be 
improved — failed to stipulate an 
a p propriate punishment. 

An act of arson in a forest, for 
example, would merit a brief 
term of imprisonment or fine 
under existing laws but deserved ^ 
severe punishment. 

The emergency law has been 
used to penalise those breaking 
regulations on customs and sup- 
plies, among other matters. 

Following Assad’s ’ speech. 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Zu’bi 
said his government would from 
Saturday start preparing to limit 
the use of emergency laws to 
cases relating to state security. 


Baker: Time is up 


TEL AVIV — Below are unoffi- 
cial excerpts of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s phone con- 
versation with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker last Thursday 
night, concerning an Israeli re- 
sponse to proposals for an Israeli- 
Palestinian dialogue in Cairo. 
Sources say that Shamir related 
the following conversation during 
his report to the inner cabinet 


his report 
yesterday: 


The time is up, and I 
would Hke a response. 

Shamir: It is not my intention 
to delay, but these are issues that 
require thoughtful consideration. 
We have to consider our position 
not just vis-a-vis the U.S. and the 
Arabs, but also towards our own 
coalition partner (Labour). 

Baker: I understand, but any- 
way I would Hke a quick answer. 


and l do not want to draw things 
out. 

Shamir: Jerusalem is a special 
problem. 

Briber: It will come up (during 
the Cairo talks). I can teU yon 
that yon will vote against it and 
the Arabs for it. 

Shamir: What will be your 
position? . 

Baker: We will see. 

Shamir: What will happen 
when they (tiie Palestinians) raise 

I* 7 

Baker: We win see. 

Shamir: We will see? This will 
not just come up on the agenda, 
but it will be the only thing on the 
agenda. 

Baker: So, decide. 

— Jerusalem Post. 


Report links Israeli 
to three spy agencies 


WASHINGTON — Mike 
Harari, the former Mossad spy 
who had dose ties to ousted 
Panamanian leader Manuel 
Noriega, may have worked for 
three intelligence services. The 
Wall Street Journal has reported. 

Quoting unnamed sources, the 
newspaper said that Harari “pre- 
sented himself as an Israeli offi- 
cial, worked for Mr. Noriega, and 
bragged he had dose ties to the 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA).” 

The report added: “U.S. in- 
telligence sources say “Harari 
sometimes operated as an Israeli 
diplomat. Three times in recent 
years, they say, he led secret 
Israeli missions to Cuba. There 


he discussed a number of issues 
with Fidel Castro and sought his 
help in hunting down Nazi war 
criminals in South America.” . 

The report suggested that the 
U.S. may in fact have helped 
Harari escape from Panama just 
as U.S. military forces were in- 
vading the country in December. 

Jose Blandon, formerly Pana- 
ma’s consul-general in New 
York, was reported by the news- 
paper as having told a Senate 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee in 
1988 that Harari bad helped the 
U.S. ship arms to contra rebels in 
Nicaragua- The U.S., Blandon 
said, partidpatd in a “Harari 
network” that flew arms. 

— The Jerusalem Post. 
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Message from Iraq 
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22:29 Feature film: “The Big 
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17:43 Maghreb 

I&90 - *Uu 
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St. Maty of Nturctb Cbntii SwdBeh, 
TeL glOWO 

Aaseoiblks of God Chardk, TeL 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church TeL 624590. 
Ctedi of the Ararfefl ow TeL 
637440. 

De Is Sale Oath TeL 661757 
Terrmanta Cfannfr TeL 622366 
Ckarch at the Anandstfam Td. 
62354L 

ABgUcB Church TeL 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church TeL 
771331. 

Ar menian Orthodox. Chan* Td. 

77S261. 

St. E phrafm Chrivh TeL 77175L 
Amman frrimattanai Chant TeL 

685326. 

Evaagrikal Lntheiam CM TeL 

811295. 

The Chareh rfjen> CMrtef lattw- 
Day Sable TeL 815817. 654932 
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mmihb weather cotxfitknc. There- 
fore. dkmds increase gradnaOy and 
scattered mm is expected, espeoaOy in 
the soothers and eastern redoes. 
Winds vill be soatheastetfy moderate 
fr e s hening at times. In Aqaba. it will 
be parity dandy with espeded bonder 
showers: winds wBI be soothed? mod- 
erate and sea wavy. 
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Yacoob pharmacy — 644945 

Shnrhnnl p h arm a cy 637660 

BtHD. 

Dr. AbdtdMajod Ssbafara (—} 

AlSharaa' pharmacy (985238) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr.TareqBjjawi — (— ) 

KTiaBfrti pharmacy 985417 


A nn an , 


Aqaba. 11/29 

Deserts 4/21 

Jordan Valley 9/28 


csterday's high te mp e ratur es: , 
our 19, Aqaba 28. Bmaufity read 
Amman 78 per cent. Aqua TO 


tTBipwafnewr As- 
— re a d i ng; 
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Meteorology. 

The Kingdom wiB be affected by 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 
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KhaBdi Maternity. J. Aran. 
AkSeh Maternity, J. Amo.. 

Jabal Amman Maioaitv 

Malhas, 1. Amman .. 
Palatine, Shariat! ._ 

University Hnwini ”” 

Al-MnasDer Hospital 

The Islamic, AbdaH 

Al-Ahfi, Abdtf 

ftafi s e , AJ-Mohajreeo 

ALBashir, I. Astznfiefa 

Army, Maria ..... 

Qwoen Aha Hospital ........ 

Antal Hospital 

ZA1QA.- 

Zarqa Gott. Honitri 
Zara Natiocri uospitaJ .. 
IbnSiBa Hospital — 

DDi 

PraicnwBrcma Hospital .. 
IbnAlNafees Hospital..... 


AQABA: 

PrioBessHaya Hospital — (03)314111 


FOff THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Ths mfoioatkm a sappbed by Royal 
Jordamaa (RS) mfotmatioa deairt- 

mmt of rhf Qoeci] ARa Intrmailfmal 

Airport TeL mS32006. where H 
Aodd always be verified. 


Othnr Flights (Terminal 2) 


19*9 

liras 

- Baghdad (Taj 
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13:49 


1745 


17J9 


23*9 



Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

MdS Singapore, Koala Lnpnr 
— Helsinki, Aqaba 



19:15 - Aqaba 

8*29 - New Delta 

•93* Cairo 

tea rtnlHW ww Miwr 

M35 Karachi, 

1M8 ............ Dhahran, Kuwait 

lfcW New York, Montreal 

I6w 45 .hirfiHiMi.i. Cai ro 
17:45 Frankfort, Vienna 

1*49 - Tripoli 

1*15 Aqaba 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarminad 1) 

07dt - Aqaba | 

1M9 - Helsinki | 

lfc4* Tripoli 

IfefS Vienna. Chicago 

11:15 — Amsterdam, New York 

12*9 — Geneva, Madrid 

1249 London 

12:15 - Pn» 

U39 Frankfort. Brussels 

1*45 Cairo 

»=49 - Kuwait 

29:19 Jeddah 

2*45 AbuDhabi.Dnbm 

21:15 — Bahrain, Doha 

Ottwr Flights (Tormina! 2} 

Rr 

1*95 < 

ltd u—.. Baghdad { 

13*49 Riyadh f 

- Kratitf 


15*» Kuwait (K 
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MARKET PRICES 


Uppczflower price in Os per kg. 

Apple 480 / 440 

Banana 450 / 400 

Banana (Mnkammar) 400 / 350 

Beans 800 / 600 

Cabbage — 80/40 

Carrot />. - 180/ 140 

Cauliflower 120/ 80 

Com 180/140 

Qramben (large) 300/150 

Cbemnbere(Bna&) 370/300 

500 / 400 

Efgpianl 240/180 

Gnfe — 700/600 

Gntpdfrnt 250/200 

lemon 230/180 

Lettuce (per one) 220/100 

Maoo*(tage} 150/120 

Marrow<so»fl) 240 / ISO 

Orion (dry) 240/200 

On»a{gte«) — 180/140 

Orange - 280/250 

Orange (Shamooti) 370 / 320 

Pepper (hot) — 1000 / 800 

Pepper (sweet). 740/ 6S0 

rotmo 240/180 

RMdhfa 150/100 

S*fC - 400/350 

Spraach 160/120 

To mato es ... 230/180 
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Prince Hassan stresses importance of 
studying history for national identity 


•• 'k 


' -X» 
!T ’ 






AMMAN (J.T.) — The study of 
national. history helps nations to 
recognise tfaetr identities, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said Friday in reference 
to the Bilad A1 Sham co nfere n ce 
that concluded 'Wednesday. 

In an article published by .the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, the 
Crown Prince said that young 
Arabs today are divkled between 
Western civilisation that they do 
not felly comprehend and fedr 
Islamic heritage that they do not 

felly study and analyse. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
annual conference cot die study of 
Bilad A1 Sham's (Greater Syria) 
history was meant not only to 
scientifically study the chronicles 
of this region but also “to probe 


into the achievements of Arabs 
, and- Muslims since the days of die 


Prophet. ’ 
“West 


fe should not forget that the 
Prophet Mo hammad hn4 laid 
down die bases of human rights, 
equality and justice,” the Prince 


Prince Hassan said that the five 
conferences held between 1974- 
1990 have contributed to a better 
understanding of the histoiy of 
the region that encompasses Jor- 
dan, Palestine, Lebanon and 
Syria. 

- Works by “classical historians, 
archaeologists, anthnyrfn gid!! , 
sociologists, economists, and 
others, all together enrich the 
historical and civilisational 
study.” 


He said tins was made possible 
the proliferation of nmverai- 
i aiui the cooperation between 
scholars from all over the world. 

He added that “the progress in 
fee study of history should be 
accompanied by progress in the 
study of other brandies of sci- 
ence.” 

“The study of the various 
periods of Greater Syria history 
should enlighten ns on how races, 
religions, languages and peoples 
blended to create a weD- balanced 
ernhsahoo,”’ the Prince wrote in 
fee a/tide. 

“Our ancestors on this land 
had encountered many frustra- 
tions, but also many successes, 
and die study of our history 
should provide tis with the insight 


feat fee histoiy of nations is 
fraught; with ups and downs,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

“If one Arab people (the 

Pales tinians ) were upTOOted from' 
their homeland, another (Leba- 
non) b beset by national strife, 
and a third (Iraq) bad to sacrifice 
its development for fee nation’s 
sake, this is not an indication that 
all b not well and that histoiy b 
only pregnant wife evil and des- 
truction. Our past shqws si mil ar 
frustrations but also many 
achievements,” Prince Hassan 
said. 

The Prince said that the nation 
is showing signs that it is benefit- 
ting from the lessons of histoiy 
ana b fee- moment opting for 
cooperation, solidarity and unity. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

He said that the Bilad A1 Sham 
conferences have already pro- 
vided us wife a wealth of know- 
ledge oo the aspects of social, 
economic, and administrative life 
in the region through the ages. 
Thb knowledge should aid ns in 
determining what suits us from 
fee past and how to employ to 
serve fee present 


c? t 


Tourism revenues 


AMMAN (Petra) — The oper- 
ational profits erf the Touri stic 
Investment Department (TID) in' 
1989 were JD 1,700,000 com- 
pared with the total profits made 
in the 198 4-198 8 period were JD 
1,486,496, HD Director General 
Isma’il Safas A1 Hassan said 
Friday. 

In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Hassan said special attention was 
bang paid to fee ancient city of 
Petra. 

“Studies have proved that 
there b a possibility to attract 
larger numbers of tourists 
through establi shing resthomes 
and exp an ding the already ex- 
isting hotels,” Hassan said. The 
TID had begun 4 JD 1,186,758 
plan to expand the Petra Forum 
Hotel by 67 rooms and that die 
project b expected to be com- 
pleted by early 1991, be said. 

Another 45 rooms, Hassan 
said, vriD be added to the Petra 
resthouse at a cost of JD 
\ 1*047,566. 

He noted that 95 per cent of 
fee customers at the Petra rest- 
houses and Petra Forum Hotel are 


foreigners and that that a high 
percentage of the rooms are occu- 
" The number of customers 
in summer, he said. 

are expected to in- 

* crease after the opening of the 
annexes in the Petra Forum Hotel 
and Petra resthomes since fee 
majority of customers are fore- 
igners who pay in foreign curren- 
cy most of fee time,” he said. 
Furthermore, the majority of fu- 
ture customers are also expected 
to be foreigners and the drop in 
die dinar’s rate of exchange w31 
serve as a positive factor in 
a ttr a c ti ng tourists and activating 
tourism,” Hassan added. 

“With, the increasing demand 
for tourism trips to Jordan we 
have submitted a feasibility study 
to the Social Security Corpora- 
tion board of directors to erect a 
new hotel in Aqaba to replace 
Aqaba Hotel which has 280 
rooms, ” he said. 

The 17D has prepared several 
plans to develop hotel activities 
and tourist sites, improve the 
system of sales, and to pay special 
attention to t raining , he 


Cigarette sales decline 


( CouttoJ from page 1) 

.. , economic s trait s in die Km grinm, 
['Z and “the cost of production has 
* ... increased.” ..... . 

. r Saad said the company pays for 
imported tobacco and primary 
products used in cigarette mak ing 
such as fitters, carton, cigarette 
paper, ahufifonun foil and polop- 
. ^ ropolyne “in bard currency.” 
Although an increase in the price 
of cigarettes went into effect in 
1989, Saad explained that while 
the company was calling for a 50 
fib share of the 110 fib increase 
"-■I “we only got 18 fib.” 

“Our call for 50 fib was based 
upon studies aimed at determin- 
ing the increase needed to cover 
our costs,” he said. 

He added that a major contri- 
butor to fee decrease in local 
cigarette sales in the Kingdom “is 
« fee availability of imported 

a cigarettes, customs-exempt as 

well as otherwise.” 

No definite figures are avail- 

pi able on fee volume or the amount 

^ * Jordan pays annually for its im- 
ports of cigarettes, but observers 
noted that some brands appear in 
, - the market on an on-and-off 
basis, which encourage smug- 
glers. 

Saad argued feat fee customs 
•>. on cigarettes imported by the 
' Ministry of Supply “would not 
cover the government’s 1989 los- 
ses of the tobacco company.” 
Another major problem faring 
the c ompan y is tied-up capital for 


storing locally-grown tobacoo. 

“We have nearly 9,000 tonnes 
in store now Which will cover our 
nu iimfan i n in p needs for fee 
five years,” Saad said. “But it 
places a high ^ n!mc ' a l burden on 
us and on the tobacco farming 
fond.” 

“We are freezing our money,” 
be said. “In addition, the stored 
tobacco is skrasty taring all its 
qualities especially that its shelf- 
fife is only four years,” Saad 
explained. 

The company, according to 
Saad, is seeking ways to reach 
solutions “which wifi guarantee 
the rights of the tobacco farmers 
and fee cigarette-making estab- 
lishment.” 

Although no s olut ions were 
proposed by Saad, he stressed 
that the company had been “very 
careful in maintaining good rela- 
tionships wife the tobacco far- 
mers for the {art 60 years” and 
wants to maintain tins rela- 
tionship. 

Tobacoo fanning in Jordan, 
mainly in Balqa Govemorate, is 
subsidised by a special fond which 
is financed by tobacco and 
cigarette consumers and “not die 


was looking “for fair treatment 
by the government” 

He said that by placing a ceding 
on the prices of cigarettes “the 
government is not allowing us to 
compete internationally.” 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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it RyhaAtna by plastic artists Arfi A1 Hamad and Ibrahim A! 

Nabahneh at fee Housing Bank Complex. 
it ArtexhRntfe» by seven Iraqi artists at Abdai Hsmetd Shaman 
Fonartartnn (10 un. - 5:00 pan.) 

☆ EafaWfea of ceramics by Iraqi artist SfeamAlSaondl at betel 
Jordan imer-ContiaentaL 

it RyhauHna pafairtwg s hy Janfandm artist Mohammad hn at 
fee Royal Cufiaraf Centre — fcOO p-m. 


it Lecfere on “MusfenArcifeertarc of fee Hainan mriHamiaBm 

Maqjak at Basra’* by Fhtf. Dr. Michael Mdnecfce at the Goethe 
— fcftft p.nu 

☆ Lecture, wife flfides, entitled “Medkd Implications of laradl 
practices hi Palestine” by Dr. Nasri Kfcnri at fee YWCA — 
7:0ft jun. 


irfSM "Women aad Potties” at Abdul 
Foundation — fcM JJL ■ 


Police to enforce 
seatbelt regulations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Saturday launches an intensive 
o tmp aign thro ugho ut the co untr y 
to ensure that drivers and motor- 
ists are abiding by regulations 
conc ernin g fee use of seatbelts. 

A statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
that those found not wearing 
seatbelts on roads inside and out- 
side city boundaries wifi be liable 
to paying fines ranging from JD 5 
to JD 15. 

The statement said the use of 
seatbelts was necessary to reduce 
losses in human life in road acci- 
dents, especially among those sitr 
ting in the front seats of vehicles. 

Compulsory use of seatbelts 
came into effect February 1989 
and it became mandatory for all 


front-seat travellers and drivers; 
but pregnant women and passen- 
ger m die middle of the front seat 
of a taxi were exempted. The 
PSD said the use of seatbelts wifi 
remain optional for drivers of 
buses ana pick-up trucks. 

Newspaper columnists in Fri- 
day’s press commended fee 
PSP’s measures to enforce the 
use of seatbelts, since this mea- 
sure was bound to reduce fee 
number of casualties. But they 
sa id that since driving at a re- 
latively slow speed inside cities 
can be of no danger so traffic 
.police attention in this regard 
should rather be shifted to the 
high ways where motorists are 
bound to speed wife some ex- 
ceeding posted speed limits caus- 
ing accidents. 


Jobs available — Shreideh 


IRBID (Petra) — Job opportuni- 
ties in Jordan are available to those 
who wish to work in all fields and 
the government has adopted 
several measures to ensure jobs 
to Jordanians including withhold- 
ing' issuance of work permits to 
non- Jordanians, Minister of So- 
cial Development Abdul Majid 
Shreideh said Friday. 

During a celebration held at 
Sal School in Irtud govemorate to 

ibbiV l ay in g riw> COZIieiStoDC Of a 

charity association in, Shreideb 
raid: “There are about 200,000 
foreign employees at a time there 
are 65,000 unemployed Jorda- 
nians who hold university certifi- 
cates.” 


Blaming unemployment on the 
limited number of vacancies for 
holders erf university certificates, 
Shreideh called on university 
graduates to take up any job until 
they have the opportunity to fiU 
job vacancies suiting them. 

He pointed out that the 
National Aid Fund takes care of 
12,000 poor families and that it is 
willing to shoulder all poverty 
cases. .. . 

The JD 10,000 charity associa- 
tion boilging in Sal will accommo- 
date afl association activities in 
order to raise the living standards 
of rural women, ana serve as 
venue for symposiums and lec- 
tures. 


Housing Bank 
outlines strategy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Hous- 
ing Bank has reduced interest 
rates and commissions on housing 
loans given to people from low- 
income groups, according to 
chairman of fee board <rf direc- 
tors and Director-General erf the 
Housing Bank 7-nhair Khb nri. 

“In mid-1989 and early 1990, 
the bank reduced interest rates 
and commissions on loans 
ted to low income people to 
housing projects... de- 
fee Central Bank of Jot- 
's derision to float interest 
rates, Khouri told Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Khouri defined fee bank’s 
strategy for the years to come 
saying that it was based on 
“meeting afi national develop- 
ment requirements... with con- 
centration cm the bank’s role in 
meeting die hooting needs of 

ritfaemt particularly those wife 
low income.” 

The Housing Bank came under 
heavy attack by parliamentarians 
recently because they charge die 
bank receives special tax breaks 
from fee gov ernm ent which are 
not translated into low-interest 
bans. 

Housing Bank branch mana- 


gers and directors held their bi- 
annual conference at the Housing 
Bank Complex Friday undo- die 
chairmanship of Khoury. The 
conferees discussed fee latest de- 
velopments in the economic are- 
na and the bank’s strategy for the 
1990s. 

A statistical study by the bank 
showed that in 1989 fee bank's 
contribution to development 
projects increased as fee bank 
provided housing loans esti 
mated at JD 50 million, and 
development bans estimated at 
JD 46 millidn. 1 The bank also 
provided development facilities 
for housing and development 
_x*es estimated at JD 33 mil- 
l. The bank’s housing, de- 
‘ potent, and facilities loans in 
> amounted to JD 129 million. 

The bank’s deposits rose to JD 434 
fmffiooL in the. fate 1989 compared to 
JD 378 milli on fee year before, 
die study said. In 1989, the bank 
opened 11 brandies in various 
parts of the Kingdom and opened 
other three branches in remote 
areas. This makes the total num- 
ber of Housing Bank branches in 
the Kingdom 99 which represents 
39 per cent of the total num ber of 
branches erf all other banks in the 
Kingdom. 


Israel challenges U.S. 
criticism on Jerusalem 


(Confined from page 1) 

asked where Jerusalem ended 
and fee West -Bank began. 

In his original statement which 
cau«d the row. Bosh said: 

‘The foreign policy of the Un- 
ited States says we do not beKeve 
there should be new settlements 
in the West Bank or in East 
Jerusalem. And I will conduct 
that policy as if it’s firm, which it 
is." 

Questioned about a decision by 
file Israeli cabinet to pot off until 
Sudsy a derision on a U.S.-backed 
fonmite for an Israefi-Palestisian 
dialo gue leading to elections in 


occupied territories, Fitzwa ter 
said “on the Israeli derision* 
obviously, we have been working 
with tins probtem for some period 
of time. 

“There have been starts and 
stops and delays and we don’t 
took upon these kinds of delays as 
being partkolariy good or bad. 
“If s just, essentially, something 
that you five with. You keep 
going. Yon try not to read too 
modi into them (the delays), 

because there have been so many 

of them. Well stick with the 
process, and whether it’s this 
week or next week or whenever, 
why, well continue to press for 
fee talks.” 


launch 

drive 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Dentists Association (JDA) Fri- 
day launched a week-long cam- 
paign to spread awareness among 
school students and other groups 
about the importance of dental 
care. 

JDA spokesman Farah A tall ah 
said the campaign, to be carried 
out in cooperation wife the minis- 
tries of education and health, 
includes lectures on dental health 
to be delivered at youth centres, 
women associations, sports dubs, 
and schools in various parts of fee 
country. Altogether, 120 Jorda- 
nian dentists will be involved in 
the campaign, winch will also 
w yhwfa a dental examination free 
of charge, Atallah said. He said 
that brochures, pamphlets and 
posters and other iDnrtrated edu- 
cational material would be distri- 
buted during the campaign, 
which was befog launched m Jor- 
dan in observance of the Arab 
and Jordanian Dental Day. 

The campaign wfil be crowned 
with a 3.7 kilometre race in Am- 
man March 16 with the participa- 
tion of 1,200 .youths who will be 
presented with certificates, med- 
als and trophies, Atallah ad d ed. 
He that the ministries of 
youth, health, and education as 
well ps the United Nations relief 
and . Works Agency (UNRWA), 
would support and participate in 
the race. 


Pan-Arab nationalists 
appeal to governments 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A confer- 
ence of pan-Arab nationalists 
which concluded in Tunis March 
5 has urged all Arab countries to 
release all prisoners of conscience 
or offer them a fair trial and 
called cm governments to ensure 
the rights of political refugees. 

The conference, which was 
attended by prominent Arab 
activists and intellectuals includ- 
ing a group from Jordan, called 
on Arab governments to allow 
human rights organisations to 
operate in the Arab World and 
urged Arab leaders to pave fee 
way for pan-Arab integration in 
all fields. 

The participants reviewed ex- 
ternal and internal issues facing 
the Arab Nation and noted with 
satisfaction a number of measures 
befog taken tty Egypt, Jordan, 
Tunisia, Algeria and North Ye- 
men to allow political pluralism. 
They also welcomed moves in 
Kuwait fin: the restoration of par- 
liamentary life, a statement after 
the conference noted. 

The statement said fee partici- 
pants also reviewed the Palesti- 
nian uprising and noted with frus- 
tration Arab countries' quest to 
acquire costly weapons but with- 
out directing them againct the 
common enemy that continues to 
occupy Arab land. 

The conference also noted with 
dismay disputes among Arab 
countries, notably between Syria 
and Iraq and between Morocco 


and Algeria and file tragic situa- 
tion of fee Lebanese people, fee 
statement added. It said that the 
participants noted wife deep dis- 
appointment fee plight of Arab 
peoples still facing social and 
political injustice and oppression 
in fee Arab World ana the cor- 
ruption that has flourished in 
many Arab states. 

The continuation of the present 
state of affair s in the Arab region, 
fee statement said, can only bear 
the sign of a national catastrophe. 

It said that Arab states acting 
individually can never overcome 
many of the chronic issues they 
face nor can they ensure national 
security for the Arab World. 

Individual states unable to car- 
ry out reforms and comprehen- 
sive development constitute a 
real obstacle in the path of pan- 
Arab integration and progress, 
fee statement said. 

The conference urged the Sy- 
rian and Iraqi presidents to end 
their disputes and differences im- 
mediately and urged all public 
organisations in the Arab World 
to exercise pressure on the two 
presidents to reconcile and end 
the weakness of the Arab Work). 

The ongoing international de- 
velopments and political changes 
in many parts of the world make 
in its im pre a tive on fee Arab 
states to rise to the level of 
responsibility and interact in a 
positive maimer with the world 


changes, fee statement stressed. 
It said feat the Zionist challenge 
constitutes fee gravest threat to 
the Arab Nation as a whole and 
fee only key to end fee Arab- 
Israeli conflict and ensure the 
rights of the Palestinian people in 
their homeland was through 
building fee Arab Nation’s intrin- 
sic power and adopting collective 
action emanating from a national 
stand based on fee concept of 
safeguarding fee Arab World's 
national interests. 

The conference voiced support 
for fee Casablanca and Taif re- 
solutions on Lebanon and said 
feat Arab countries have to 
cooperate in solving the 
Lebanese crisis. 

The conference said that eco- 
nomic and social development in 
the Arab World was being ham- 
pered and this requires 
tremendous efforts on the part of 
all people and Arab countries to 
work towards integration with the 
Arab World. 

According to Hamad A1 
Far h an, who was among the 
Jordanian group attending the 
conference, the meeting initiated 
by pan-Arab nationalist intellec- 
tuals wife no official status or 
affiliation to a specific political or 
group. The views of the partici- 
pants, he said, were comprehen- 
sive and served as a broad set of 
ideas designed to help fee Arab 
World achieve its national objec- 
tives. 


Electric company admits 
mistaken disconnections 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Electric Power Company (JEP- 
CO) has admitted that there harf 

been instances when the ^w mpan y 

cut power to subscribers by mis- 
take mainly due to h uman error 
but that normally power supply is 
cut only when huge amounts of 
money remain unsettled, JEPCO 
assistant Director-General Mar- 
wan Bushnaq said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

By the end of 1989 company 
records show that 316,000 indi- 
viduals, government institutions, 
companies, banks and factories 
were registered as subscribers 
and benefiting from steady power 
supply. But, -he raid, that outs- 
tanding bills by fee end of last 


year totalled JD 7 milli on. 

Bushnaq, respon ding to ques- 
tions by Petra about public com- 
plaints hi the {Hess and elsewhere 
about electricity cuts said that 
JEPCO staff carry out monthly 
readings of meteis at factories 
and big organisations and read- 
ings of home meters every two 
months. He said bills had to be 
paid on a monthly basis by all 
subscribers in accordance with a 
government derision taken in 
1988. 

Any dispute between subscri- 
bers and JEPCO over the amount 
of a bfll should be settled by the 
Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources, accor din g to law, he 
said. 

Bushnaq said that the Housing 


Bank, Petra Bank, A1 Ahli Bank, 
the Real Estates Bank, the Jor- 
dan-Kuwait Bank, fee Bank of 
Jordan and Jordan and Gulf 
Bank have been authorised to 
handle the settlement of lulls for 
JEPCO. 

He said that the Housing Bank 
had demanded a 100 fils in fees 
for every trill settled through its 
branches, but JEPCO refused 
since this can adversely affect its 
operations and could constitute 
an additional, burden on the 
company and fee subscribers. 

Bushnaq said payment made in 
advance to the company as a 
guarantee was being exacted 
from subscribers as a security for 
non-payment. 
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ALL SIGNALS from within Israel and outside it 
iadkalfl that Sunday's meeting of the Israeli inner 
cabinet will not produce a breakthrough as long 
expected but a possible breakdown in the peace 
process. What is envisioned now is the withdrawal of 
the Labour Party from the shaky coalition government 
in the aftermath of Likud's rejection of the Baker 
proposal for Palestinian-Israeli talks and what could 
happen next is anybody’s guess. One t hin g is sure 
however: Many more months will be spent to put the 
Israeli house in order and this of course will spell 
another disaster for the search for peace in the Middle 
East. Meanwhile, the Israeli resolve to cling to Arab 
territories is being further bolstered and fortified by 
three principal developments: First, the continued 
Arab disunity and inability to resolve their deep- 
rooted difficulties and divisions on many fundamental 
issues. Secondly, the realignment in international 
power structure that ensued from the meltdown of the 
East- West rivalry has weakened the bargaining power 
of the Arab World to the point that few, if any, capitals 
now care much about Arab sentiments and opinions. 
Thirdly, the exodus of hundreds of thousands of 
Jewish immigrants from the Soviet Union and else- 
where has bolstered the Israeli confidence and ego to 
withstand anything that may come from the Arab 
World as it is presently constituted. The Arab response 
and reaction to massive immigration to Israel has been 
as usual long winded but short in actions. This is 
typical of Arab reactions to every danger and threat 
that came from Tel Aviv ever since its inception. 
Neither the style nor the content of Arab reaction to 
such dangers have changed over the past four or five 
decades. At least now the Arab World might want to 
be prepared for the eventuality that the peace process 
would just die away and there might be no hope to 
breathe new life into the quest for peaceful settlements 
of the broader Arab- Israeli conflicts, including the 
Palestinian problem, without a fundamental review of 
Arab strategies and tactics. Thus far, there are no 
signs that that is being contemplated. This is an added 
reason why a special Arab summit needs to be 
convened soon to examine the Arab options in the 
aftermath of the repeated setbacks to the Arab 
World's policies and aspirations. 
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AL RAT daily on Friday referred lo King Hussein's statement in 
the French daily Le Figaro in which he blamed the United States 
for the current crisis triggered by the influx of Jews into Palestine. 
The paper said that Washington shoulders a grave responsibility 
in this regard, because it had barred Soviet Jews from emigrating 
to the United States, forcing them to go to Israel and eventually 
settling in the occupied Arab lands. The paper said that 
Washington’s attitude was politically motivated: to help the 
Jewish state absorb more immigrants and settlera, and help Israel 
and its leaders maintain their expansionist policies in the Arab 
region. Apart from allowing Israel to muster sufficient manpower 
to cany out expansionist plans, the United States has also been 
intent on maintaining an economic, military and financial aid 
programme to Israel so help provide it with the proper tools for 
expansion and aggression, the paper noted. As Washington 
continues to brag about its intention to help the Middle East 
enjoy peace, it should take practical and meaningful steps towards 
achieving that goal, the paper added. The Arabs on their part, the 
paper said, should find die proper means of defending themselves 
and to fend off this looming danger with all their power and by all 
possible means. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily newspaper casts doubt on the 
benefits which Jordan can gain from a new 1991-1995 national 
development plan which is currently being contemplated by the 
Ministry of Planning. Failed Al jranek says that such a plan could 
be no more than a re-print of the economic restructuring 
programme undertaken by the government and approved by the 
Lower and Upper House of Parliament. The writer says that three 
consecutive governments in Jordan have committed themselves to 
implementing the programme which was agreed on with the 
International Monetary Fund and which will take several years to 
cany out; and therefore, a new national development plan could 
be existing only on paper. He notes that the country is not in need 
of an urgent blue print for a national plan to be carried out over 
the coming five years, because it is already tied up by the 
economic programme and has already pledged to restrict spend- 
ing and end borrowing so as to achieve the objectives of the 
economic programme and attain the aspired goals and results. 
Furthermore, the writer notes, that many countries in the world 
had discovered that centralised planning can seldom succeed, and 


edds that developing nations like Malaysia, Singapore and Hong 
Kong have succeed i 


in making an economic miracle only when 
thev^decenrralised planning and when they created opportune 
climates for investment. 


Al Dus tour daily on Friday also dwelt on King Hussein’s 
statements ic the French newspaper, and said that it is now dear 
that the United States' continued pressure on the Soviet Union 
over the past years now home fruit and opened the door for the 
mass immigration of Jews into Palestine. The United States has 
been exercising pressure on the Russians under the pretext of 
defending human rights, but once the door for emigration was 
opened, Washington dosed its doors in the face of the Jews, thus 
forcing them to go to Israel, the paper pointed out. It said that the 
United States which has advocated the cause of human rights for 
so long, has suddenly turned against this dogma and went back on 
all its principles. merely to help Israel achieve its goals. The paper 
said that the United States also tends to forget the principle of 
human rights if those rights pertain to the Palestinian people. 


View from Amman 


Bv Kamel S. Abu Jaber 


Marxism: end of ideology? 


MARXISM did not end in Malta. What ended there was the 
repressive nature of the Communist State, and the prominent role 
that the Soviet Union used to play in worid affairs. The genius of 
Karl Marx was that he articulated, like no other man before, the 
hopes and the aspirations of the then newly emerging labour class, 
the proletariat. In the tradition of the French philosopher 
Rousseau, his call for the workers of the- world to unite was to* 
liberate, not enslave the people as the Stalinist state later did; a 
state that added to the earlier chains, more chains. For eventually 
the Iron Curtain became an iron cage for the very people that the 
system was supposed to liberate. And as the curtain was 
established, it tended not only to isolate and insulate but to stifle 
the soul, until most initiative and independent thinking was 
crushed. The folly of attempting to keep out ideas and to maintain 
internal purity was bound to lead ro great damage. For to interact 
with others is not only a challenge to the mind, but also belps in 
building the immunity of the system. 

Within a few weeks after assuming power in March 1985 
Michael Gorbachev wondered whether an ideology laid down a 
century ago still holds validity now. This questioning lies at the 
foundation of all that has taken place in the Soviet Union, the 
Eastern Woe, indeed the world at large. The question also relates 
to the Very nature of the revolution itself. Can anything, even a 
revolution, put a stamp of respectability on violence? Mr. 
Gorbachev seems to be saying that all things are impermanent. In 
saying so he is in total agreement with Aristotle who once stated 
that the only constants in life are time and change. 


remembered that it takes a great amount of daring and courage to 
lift the yoke offand to untie one’s mind and soul. People not only 
fancy the routine but feel very comfortable in the mould and the 
pattern it soon creates. The curious thing is that the process of 
change was commenced by the very man who was its product. All 
previous Soviet leaders were bom before the revolution. How is it 
dial only Gorbachev — who does not know personally what 
existed before 1917 — realised what the hardening of the 
ideological arteries was doing to his people, his nation? 



Probably the most startling statement made by Mr. Gorbachev 
is that the knowledge of yesterday was for yesterday's purposes. 
Should an attempt be made to make knowledge rigidly valid for 
all time, it will soon turn into a yoke around the neck and a tether 
tying down the mmd when everything else moves. It should be 


Not only did the statue of Lenin in Gdansk, Poland, come down 
but demonstrators in Moscow earlier in February were shooting 
the slogan, “down with the KGB." On Feb. 2, 1990 they 
demanded that all the leaders of the Communist Party resign. 
Almost everywhere, the once mighty Communist Party finds itself 
compelled not only to share power but also to defend itself. The 
statues that once were symbols of change, turned in time to idols 
of worship. And as happens with most rigid ideologies, people 
soon forget what they are worshiping and become slaves for the 
symbols themselves. The idea turns into a cult and the cult 
develops ceremony and ritual that overtake the spirit of the 
original ideology. Once that takes place the society begins to live 
on borrowed time; in a state of suspended animation. 

One of the most touching scenes was the spectre of a whole 
population; that of East Germany, simply walking of: leaving 
their country. Zhivkov, Ceausescu, Honecker and other idols, 
once on pedestals, have already turned into villains to be hounded 
for the sin of maintaining the captivity of their people for so long. 

Is Gorbachev still a Marxist? The question is an impossible one; 
for the man himself, I am sure, must, at times, wonder. And now 
that he entered the temple and smashed all the idols, what did he 
give his people in return? For while the system corrupted the 
h umanis t dimension of Marxism it was. nevertheless, highly 


sSspSS 

LtberaEsni poetical and economic, they were taught, was not 
corrupting but warmongering and des- 
tructive too. TbeOTnation from one end of 
257 b. agonising. How does the average Soviet citizen feel 

“oL again, it needs to be emphasised tba. it «* « ; ™«h 

the faflureof the idea in as much as it is the failure of the qBtem 
around which the idea was established. Class replaced class and 
privilege replaced privilege. When Miloran Djilas. though j* good 
MarrisL pointed outthat , his very good friend put him m 
iaQ. Violence turned inwards and the revolution began to QaX its 
own children. But then again, is it only the tool, the govemmen. 
machinery, the system that has failed. Or are there basic 
structural Saws in the very Marxist analysis itself? The question is 
of immense importance to the Soviets and others as well. The 
truth might not be here nor there but somewhere else, and tn 
questioning what is taking place one needs to analyse the basic 
as^ptiom, and ideas upon which the whole system ' «rod. 

The house of cards fell so quickly not only because it turned 
man mtn a one dimensional creature happily immersed mto its 
material comforts, but also because it was structiyed.around one 
man. In being so, and though proclaiming itself progressive, it 
becam e in actuality an archaic anachronistic system. That is why 
all the centrifugal forces from within and all the mighty armies of 
the West from without could not bring about the downfall of the 
system, but one man could. Though the names may differ, ail 
dictatorial one-man-show systems have one thing in common: 
when they begin to collapse they do so quickly and spectacularly. 


A chance for some serious diplomacy in the Middle East 


By George P. Shultz 


DIPLOMACY has become a 
neglected dimension of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict The circuits in 
recent years have been over- 
loaded with calls for attractively 
simply but practically unrealistic 
approaches: 

— Some want an all-encompas- 
sing solution dictated or imposed 
from the outside or by an interna- 
tional conference; 

— Some say that military 
strengt h alone can induce the 
other parties to make accom- 
modations: 

— Some are convinced that 
only through an almost endless 
evolutionary process enhancing 
mutual understand can the adver- 
saries be reconciled; 

— Some argue that “a just and 
lasting peace" is farcical; better 
to write off the peace process as a 
delusion under any conceivable 
circumstance. 

But all the while the work of 
diplomacy has gone on. Even 
those periods when one or 
another party has stood aside or 
even for a time “bowed out" have 
often served to make a diplomatic 
point and transform attitudes to- 
wards greater realism. Sometimes 
quiet diplomacy has been in 
order, but the dearth of news has 
led observers to complain that the 
peace process is not getting the 
attention it warrants. And some- 
times, as is now the case, the 
tactics of diplomacy seem so con- 
voluted, and the pathway ahead 
so long and roundabout, that 
media coverage flags and com- 
mentators despair that any se- 
rious work is underway. 

Over the years, however, di- 
plomacy has brought solid 
achievements: 

— The foundation stones for a 
negotiated solution, U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolutions 242 and 
338, with their concept of “terri- 
tory for peace" have been, 
accepted by all the parties, in- 
cluding the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation in 1988. 

— The disengagement agree- 
ments between Syria and Israel 
and Egypt and Israel that 
emerged from secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger's shuttle di- 
plomacy in 1973-1974 proved that 
negotiations can work between 
even the most bitter foes. 

— At Camp David, in Septem- 
ber 1978, President Carter, Prime 
Minister Begin and President 
Sadat put together an approach 
that meets both Israel's need for a 
step-by-step period of confi- 
dence-building cooperation and 
the Arab need for a comprehen- 
sive final outcome. 

— The 1979 treaty of peace 
between Egypt and Israel, the 
continuing successful multina- 
tional peacekeeping effort in the 
Sinai and the negotiated return of 
Taba to Egyptian sovereignty in 
1988 proved that peace is possible 
and can be maintained even in 
the face of great pressures. 

— President Reagan's Sept. 1, 
1982, comprehensive Middle East 
peace initiative set out an impor- 
tant concept: any party could 
come to the negotiating table 
with any position; that is, the 
gaps should be narrowed in direct 
negotiation without endless pre- 
negotiation bickering. 

— The United States in 1988- 
set forth the idea of an “inter- 
lock" between the transitional 
period during which Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
would start to take responsibility 
for their own affairs and the 
guaranteed start of negotiations 
to determine the final status of 
those territories. Transitional 
arrangements would benefit from 
the interplay with final status 
negotiations. If Israelis gain con- 


fidence from Palestinian conduct 
during the transition period, 
Palestinians have a right to expect 
a positive Israeli approach to the 
p r in c i ples that will define the 
final settlement 

And Israel's May 14, 1989, 
proposal, for elections in the 
West Bank and Gaza to select 
Palestinians who would negotiate 
with Israel, an idea apparently 
accepted by the PLO, now pro- 
vides the focal point of efforts to 
advance the Arab-Israel peace 
process. The United States has 
worked hard to foster this impor- 
tant initiative. 

The Arabs and Israelis have 
come a long way from “the three 
nos" stated by the Arabs in Khar- 
toum in the wake of the 1967 war 
— no recognition, no negotia- 
tion, no peace. Today the pros-' 
pects for diplomacy are promis- 
ing, though the old enmities with- 
in the Palestinian and Israeli 
camps are still in play and still 
inhibit decisions that new condi- 
tions demand. 

There is no standing still in the 
Middle East. Yet both sides al- 
ways find reasons to assert that 
time is on their side. Today 
Palestinians can point to the ex- 
pression of long-suppressed 
nationalism in the Soviet repub- 
lics and to South Africa’s lifted 
ban on the African National Con- 
gress — and feel that history is 
with them. Israelis can point to 
the great movement to Israel of 
Soviet Jews as one of the most 
important events in the history of 
the state of Israel — and feel that 
history is with them. The legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian 
people should be attained. And 
the flow of immigration to Israel 
should continue unimpeded. But 
neither should be taken for 
granted. The Arabs' tendency has 
been to urge the outside world to 
impose a solution; the Israelis' 
tendency has been to court out- 
side support without accompany- 
ing outside influence. In the 
1990s neither ride will lie in- 
dulged. Hard decisions will have 
to be made and long-held priori- 
ties ranked anew. 

The stakes for this effort are 
particularly high at this moment 
because the worid is shifting 
gears. The changes happening in 
the Soviet Union and in Eastern 
Europe are dramatic evidence of 
this. We are moving into a more 
open world, to a knowledge and 
information age. It requires im- 
aginative and innovative lead- 
ership that has a capacity to be 
decisive — to take a tough politic- 
al position and rally people to 
support it. If the Middle East is to 
keep up with the rest of the 
world, the peace process is a 
matter of necessity. 

In the Middle East today, lead- 
ers who don't find their footing in 
the new facts of life risk real 
losses for their peoples and 
causes. What are the new facts of 
life? In the realm of the military 
and defence, old assumptions are 
dead. Those on the Arab side, 
notably Syria, who have long 
pursued the chimera of military 
'parity with Israel can no longer 
ignore the futility of that notion. 
Me near-automatic support from 
the Communist world for die 
anti-Israeli camp is gone. The 
Communist camp is no more. 
Even the most diehard Israeli- 
hateis must concede that there 
can be no military option. 

The Israelis, who have display- 
ed discomfort at die idea of 
American support founded on 
moral commitment, preferring 
strategic cooperation grounded in 
the adversarial relationship of the 
superpowers, must reassess the 
changing global strategic environ- 
ment. And Israel’s long-dedica- 
tion to keeping a dear teduolo- 



requirements for the parties 
security, political voice, econo- 
mic opportunity and community 
life on an equal baas. Constructs 
based on absolute sovereignty 
and rigid borders cannot provide 
this vision. 

Hie paradox is that just as the 
concept of the traditional nation- 
state is fading in Europe it is ever 
more the cherised aspiration of 
peoples in die Middle East. 

A fresh approach is needed 
now. 


gical edge over its Arab oppo: 
nents must face the fact that the 
combination of ballistic missile 
proliferation and chemical and 
biological weapons changes the 
military picture in the region. 

Both rides must know another 
war in the region would be devas- 
tating; no sane leadership would 
consider it. This is not a matter of 
military parity but of the inescap- 
able reality that traditional con- 
cepts of security, “territorial 
depth,” and borders as barriers 
have lost any standing in this 
world of new and widely available 
weapons. 

Today , the meaning of borders 
is changing, and so is the notion 
of sovereignty. The irrepressible 
movement of ideas, people and 
goods requires political and eco- 


nomic openness from leaders. In 
Europe and elsewhere, new 


— Security for Israel must ex- 
tend beyond the old demarcation 
lines . 

— Territory cannot be the pos- 
session of one side only when 
water, power and communica- 
tions must be regulated on a 
regional basis. 

— Political rights — 
citizenship, self-government, in- 
ternational recognition — can be 
separated from territorial claims 
and mixed in various ways. 


seeded to work through these 
matters. It may well be that the 
most intractable issues can be 
approached only through indirect 
and non bin ding steps of mutual 
acquiescence. The proposed 
tadrs op how to carry out elec- 
tions in the territories provide 
precisely this setting and oppor- 
tunity. The current diplomatic 
process provides a way to build 
on the achievements of the past 
and address the changed context 
of the present and future. 

What has been going on in lA 
peace process over the years is 
the recognition and acceptance of 
the irreducible fundamentals for 
forward motion. Israel's election 
proposal and the PLO’s accept- 
ance of it have taken this long 
search down to the bedrock of the 
issue. The parties are now staring 
at the ultimate reality: direct 
negotiations between the parties 
most directly involved, and elec- 
tions are the unavoidable first 


arrangements are taking shape 
se the 


that share, limit or disperse 
traditional attributes of 


sovereignty. In the Middle East, 
comprehensive peace between 
Israel and all its neighbours, 
achieved through negotiations 
based on Resolutions 242 and 
338, requiring the exchange of 
territory for peace, wifl abb re- 
quire recognition that sovereignty 
cannot be defined in absolute 
terms. In today’s world, peoples 
wfll have a right to define them- 
selves, but not to wall themselves 
off. 

In these territories a vision is 
needed that transcends the 
boundaries of traditional nation- 
states and addresses the dear 


— A, little creativity about new 
mixes of sovereignty might help 
move the peace process forward 
right now. The juxtaposition of 
territory for peace need not be a 
matter of where to draw lines, but 
how to divide responsibilities. 

The diplomatic effort now 
going on has been disparaged in 
the press as “diplomacy carried to 
the edge of farce," that is, as 
negotiations are conducted to 
select negotiatorsJo negotiate on 
how to run an election to produce 
negotiators who would then start 
negotiating on the real issues. 
The issues are incredibly complex 
and the emotions almost unbear- 
ably painful and powerful. Time 
and attention to details are 


step. 


The immediate next step is for 
the Egyptian and Israeli foreign 
ministers and the American 
secretary of state to meet to 
discuss the election. As always 
there are plenty of other vital 
concerns — among them terror- 
ism, domestic politics and settle- 
ments — that must be addressed. 
Too often in the past the main 
chance has not been grasped be- 
cause one or another such con- 
cern has come to the fore and 
pushed the peace process aside. 
This is another of those moments 
when leaders must avoid diver- 
sion to a bypath and stick to the 
main route ahead — The 
Washington Post. 
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sstenn de rexposftfon, les 
Jotdamajs out achetfi mriwk 
de fivres cette annfie qtfen 
1989. Ancon dAaO n’a fitfi 
"foami fit Fan Vest enntmtfi de ' 
dire queptes de 100.000 per- 
soaroes out vfeitfi te SIL en 10 
. joms. On a wpiwirf f la 
des diiflies t faffaucs par i 1 ™- 
naetde la cose £cononsqne snr 


En fait, cette explication a 
besom d'etre qnelqse pen cor- 
rigfie.D font (Tabard noter qne 
les prix des onvrages out pres- 
qne doublfi par rapport ft ran- 
nfie deani&re, Un certain nom- 
ine de viatems, interview's 
par un quotidien local, se sont 
faints de cette haosse des 
prix. Pai visits le salon en 
ramille fl y a deux semaines et, 
ft ma grande surprise, j’ai payfi 
20 dinars poor quelques Hwes, 
tons en arabe! 

Pai figrieaient remarqafi qne 
les prix latent maiqufis...en 
dollars, sur dcs fores nnportfis 
de Syne on da Uban. Toot se 
passe done coznme si le billet 
vert avait “tmifiV' les marches 
arabes dn livre, dans le 
domaine monfitaire. 

La vfiritfi ne tient pas qne 
dans cette setile constatatkm. 
Pourquoi ne pas le recon- 
nattre? Nous ne scamnes pas de 
grands lecterns... Mfime si cer- 
tains responsables se vantent 
parfozs do grand nombre de 
rfiplAm^s jnrrbmjgng. Etlefao- 
teor ficonomiqne n’est pas, en 
foccnreace, jfe seal respans- 
aWe de cette situation. 

Les statistiques nous appren- 
nent notamment que, mfime 
quand la Jordanie vivait one 
-prospfiritfi fcconomiqne ex- 
traordinaire, 1 la fin des 
unifies 1970 et an dfibot des 
ann6es 1980, nos condtoyens 
ne se niaient pas dans les Hb- 
rairies. Crax qui xvatent de 
Taigent pte ffi na ent ators fre- 
quenter les boos lestanrants on 
les boutiques de tenements et 
ec laiwawCTt pins attirer, le 
: soir, par la vidfio qne par la 
-lecture. r .. . c 

- A Forigme de cetristefitat 
de fait, il y a Fabsopce quasi 
totale de tonte potitique cul- 
tureHc rfieUe. Dans nos tradi- 
tions ricentes, le fore restc 
avant toot le mannel scolaire. 
On Ffitudie poor passer Fexa- 
men de fiu/ramtfie et obtenir 
de bonnes notes. Aptes, an le 
jette ft la ponbelle. 

Id, nous concevons le.savoar 
et la cnltme en function d’un 
travail, d’un poste qpetconque 
on <Fun promotion. Jamais, on 
trap rarement, comme “une 
frum&re qm fidaire la vie” on 
comme un facteur inefispens- 
abJfc an dfiveJoppement de la 


- - ■>- 



conscience des individns toot 
Hwimft au dfivetoppement de 
la sorifitf en gfintiraL 

Le budget teservfi ft la cul- 
ture propremeat dite est dfin- 
soire (723.000 dinars en 1990), 
alors qne l’on oonsacre des 
sommes exccssives ft d'autres 
domaines moins essentieis. La 
production inteBectnelle est 
maigre (voir “Le Jourdam” dn 
17 ffivner) et nous n’avons 
piatiquement . pas de revues 
hebdomadaires on mensuelles 
de qualitfi, anxqueOes le grand 
public s’intfiresse, comme dans 
les antres pays. 

La lecture des joumaux 
qnotidiens ne touche qne 16% 
de la population, dans le meil- 
leur des cas. Les iatdtectudl 
jouent un rfile mnrime dans les 
affair es dn pays. Quant ft cenrx 
qui s’engagement parmi ces 
denriers, fls n’ont en jusqu’ft 
pr&ent qne le dmix entre la 
prison, la pauvretfi on 1’exfl. 

La tflfivision, qni est sensfie 
jouer un idle “culturel” do- 
menre plus on moyen de dis- 
traction. 80% de ses program- 
mes se composent de fcmHe- 
tons, de films arabes (snrtoot 
figyptiens) et fitrangers (prim 
dpalement amfiricains), de 
sports, d'mformation et de 
varifitfis. Des programmes 
“cnltnrelV an sens restraint dn 
terme. % . . 

U faudra incontestablement 
fane imgroseffortpoiri reudrc 
la . cnltme pins .popiidiure et 
efficace dam notre sodfitfi. La 
t&cbe est (Fantant phis (Tac- 

h mKt6 qiy tvuns mnrm fti witrfei 

en 1989 dans la dficemrie dite 
dn “d6veloppanent cnhnrel”, 
<S6a6t£c par FONU dans le 
mande entier. 

L’anden mn ris tre de la Cul- 
ture, M. Haznmomi, avail for- 
mfi en septembre 1988 une 
commission pom dfifinir la 
contribution jmriameime ft cet- 
te dficemrie. Depuis, eDc ne 
s’est jamais manifestfie. Peut- 
fitre les rfisoitalx da SIL la 
sortmmt-Os de son gommefl. 


INTERNATIONAL CHARITY ORGANISATION 
Is hxrfdngfor an Execntive Secretary 
Candidate must have the following qualification: 

— Experience of a minimum of five years in office management 

— Working experience with computers. 

— Perfect written and spoken Arabic, English and French. * 

— Good knowledge of accounting. 

Applications to be sent to: P.O. Box 926405, Amman - 
Jordan. 



Les fresques de Qoseir Amra passges au peigne fin 

Refaire les gestes des peintres omeyyades 

Dqnds pris d’im an, le D^artement des Anti- grandeur nature, dont le tiers est aqjourd’hui 
quit^s et Flnstitnt frangais d’arch^ologle an Procbe- achev^ Objectif de l’£tnde: tenter de comprendre le 
CMent entrepris le recensement sy^matique des sens d’une decoration omnipresent^ et les sources 
pemtores morales des tbermes omeyyades de Qoseir r d’inspiration artistiques de l’^ioqae, en refaisant les 
Amra, A l’est d’Amman. Un gnoraie travaQ de copie gestes des peintres. Douze siteles aprfis eux. 

Qmstrvrit par ks Omeyyades 
au coors de la premiere moitifi dn 
Vffle s^de, ft des kilometres de 
tonte habitation ancieane con- 
sue, le “chateau" (FAmra (*) est 
kiih (Tavoir IrvnS tons ses secrets. 

Aina de cenx, qne recSbit ks 
extraordinaires peintnres 
mnrales. Extraordinaires par 1cm 
richesse et lenr fitendne: dies 
rccoovrcnt en effet l'intfigralitfi 
des rnurs intfirieurs des thermes. 

En mai 1989, le D6partement 
des Antiqnites a dfiddfi de se 
rnettre ft I f ouvrage en demandant 
ft Fantenne jaidaneime de nhstir 
tut frangais d’ardhfiologie an 
Proche-Orieut (BFAPO) de re- 
censer le repertoire icooographi- 
qne des thermes. Une t&che im- 
posante, confine ft un jenne 
archfiologue frangais, Claude 
Vibcrt-Guigue. 

“Les peintures de Qoseir Amra 
out dfijft fait Fobjet d’fitudes, 

notamment de la Dart d’ Alois _ . 

Mnal, on voyagec^autridrien O osdr «**» *** fanaes grasnftres, qtd abnteat des fresques de tmde bemd6. 

faudit, qm Iw redficouvnt en d6nae de Vienne. A ces apprea- fires, qni oat orafi, il y a douze initiate, tes feuilies sont ramenfies 
1898, pr6o; e Ghazi Btsheh. le imations, sans doute plus in- sa&des, les trois salles des tbermes ft 1’IFAPO et dficoupfies en rec- 
mrecteur dcs Antiqnit es jor da- hfirentes tua moyens timitfis des de portraits d’apparat, de seftnes tandes de deux metres de lon- 
mennes. “Mais o’ est la premtere deux hommes qu’ft leur de chasse et de bain, d’athlfttes ft gueur. Elies passent ensuite dans 
fois qne nous nous langons dam amatemisme, se sont ajootfies Fexercice, d'arcbers, de mnsi- un ban de reproduction phoio- 
une dtude saentifique exhans- des pratiques phis ennuyantes dens et de danse urs, de reprfi- graphique, rfiduites au quart. Les 
trve.' pom- les cherchems cTa ujom- sentations des corps de metiers clichfis transturides obtenus sont 

. . d’hui. “Mual a vonlu remporter ou encore (Tune vofrte efileste... enfin rfi-asscmblfis sur de grandes 

Approximations one partie des fresques avec lui, planches. “Le tiers de la mission 

et degradations ajoute Farchdologue frangais. 0 400 mitres carrfis est aujounFbui achev<5, sooligne 

les a dficoupfies par plaques d’e- de peintnres Gaude Vibert-Guigue. Qa re- 

Non qne le travail de Miwal ait uviron 20 centimetres sur 30. D prfisente 110 mfttres de dessins 

6t6 iuume. infrign^ par la beaute n’y est pas tou jours parvenu, “Pom y parvenir, il faut un sur plastique et 300 rfiductions”. 
et le remarquable fitat de con- comme en tfimoigneut les murs rekvfi systfimatique des dficora- L‘arcb6ologue frangais a en- 
servation des dficoratkms in- cn plusieurs endroits”. tkms, autrement (tit passer an core du pain sur la planche. “La 

tfiriemes des thanwai omeyyades, fj*. amputations et les mutila- peigne fin les 400 mitres carrfis raise au net des premiers relevfis 
ce dernier revint ft deux reprises tknu peintures does ft MusQ de peintures intfirieures du touche ft sa fin. “Dans les jours 
sur le site, la demiere fbis en ne sont pas les senles degradation chfiteau”, assure Claude VIbert- qui viennent, je vais m’attaquer 
araipagme d*un peincre, qui re- dont ait souffert le chftteao (FAm- Girigue, a qni cette mission col- au deoxifime tiers des fresques”. 
copia les fresques. Avec pins on ra. Pendant phuieiin d&ennks, ossale a fitfi confifie. Car pour Ce n’est qu'une ibis r6peitorifie 
mninc de ifinssite cependant. les faux de des bfidouins, disposer d’une base sotide de I’intfigralitfi des peintures, que 

“Le dessin n’est pas toujonrs qui dressaient leurs tentes prfis dn travail, e’est ft une copie grandeur leur fitude pourra vfiritablement 
txfis prfids et les filfiments des monument. Font eux anari en- nature qu'Q s’est attelfi depuis commenccr. 
peint u res dfitrohs par le temps dommagfi, couvraot Ik parois de bientbt un an. “On sait d’ores et dfijft que 

oat parfrns fitfi interprfitfis de noir de fnrnfie. Toot comme les Sa technique?” J'applique Finspiration des peintres des 

fagon abusive”, sooligne Claude graffiti de viatenrs pen sera- directement sur les murs de thermes poise dans le ifipertoire 

Vfaert-Gu^ae, en feuflletant nn puleux. grandes feinUesverticalesdeplas- mythologique romain et dans 

recueil de photographies des De 1971 ft 1973, cependant, tiqne tran^iarent, qui atteignent Ficonographie byzautine. Il est 

plandies de Miunl et de son assis- une fiquipe espagnole du musfie 6 mfitres de hauteur sur 1,40 de figalement acquis qu’ils travail- 
tant, pubtifies en 1907 par l’Aca- de Madrid a fitfi drargfie par le largeur. Flies sont maintenues latent en fiquipes. Un artisan 

* posait Fendmt, un autre tragait 

Aa boat de dntres 
cb m fcnbsm (d-eootre),... 
des feaStcs de plastique 
trsaspareat, qm permettitnt 
ft I’ nr c h fialogne frujris 
Omde VOiartrGtdgae (a- ■ 
dessoas) de recopier 
ks Mfafaf daaBs 
des peSatBHs. 
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grossahnes, qu f abnteat des fresques de taste beau rfi. 


ties, qni oat orafi, il y a douze 
safides, les trois salles des tbermes 
de portraits d'apparat, de sefines 
de chasse et de bain, d’athlfites ft 
Fexercice, d'arcbers, de musi- 
dens et de danse urs, de reprfi- 
sentations des corps de mfitiers 
ou encore (Tune vofite celeste... 

400 mitres carrfis 
de peintnres 

“Pour y parvenir. S faut un 
relervfi systfimatique des dficora- 
tkms, autrement (fit passer an 
peigne fin les 400 mfitres carrfis 
de peintnres intfirieures do 
chfiteau”, assure Gaude Vlbert- 
Gingue, a qui cette mission col- 
ossate a fitfi confifie. Car pour 
disposer d’une base sotide de 
travail, e’est ft une copie grandeur 
nature qu’3 s’est attelfi depuis 
bientfit un an. 

Sa technique?” J'applique 
directement sur les murs de 
grandes feuilies vertkales de plas- 
tiqne transparent, qui atteignent 
6 mfitres die hauteur sur 1,40 de 
largeur. Files sont maintenues 


it: ‘ 

m 





Dfipartement des Antiquitfis de 
restaurer les fresques et l’fidifice. 
“Us out partieUement refait les 
murs, qui s’affiu&saieDt, entevfi la 
suie etfixfi les pigments des pein- 
tnres en passant une coucfae de 
verms id ou 1ft. Ib oat figalement 
pdnt en janne les lacunes qn’fls 
out rfipfirfies. Cest un travail, qui 
a fitfi trite utile", soutigne Gaude 
Vlbert-Guigne. 

Utile, main une fois encore 
incoin^et. D restart notamment ft 
comprendre les motivations et les 
sources cFmspiratkra des pean- 


par des dntres souples en alumi- 
mmn. Puis je dessine au feutre 
sur ce caique gfiant”, exptiqne-t- 
fl. Un dessin, qui recense les 
peintures, mais anssi les lacunes 
et les graffiti. “Ces denriers pea- 
vent nous aider ft dater avec 
prfidsloa la construction, puis 
Fabaodon des thermes. Pen ai 
trouvfis qui pourraient d’ailleurs 
remonter ft l’^xxpie ommeyadc. 
Les inscriptions nous renseignent 
figalement sur les pfiriodes de 
frfiqnentalion du site.” 

Une fris temrinfie cette jriiase 


initiate, tes faoiltes sont ramenfies 
ft FIFAPO et dficoupfies en rec- 
tandes de deux mfitres de lon- 
gueur. Elies passent ensuite dans 
un ban de reproduction photo- 
graplrique, rfiduites au quart. Les 
clichfis transhiddes obtenus sont 
enfin rfi-asscmblfis sur de grandes 
planches. “Le tiers de la mission 
est aujounfTnri acfaevfi, sooligne 
Gaude Vibert-Guigue. Qa re- 
prfisente 110 mfitres de dessins 
sur plastique et 300 rfiductions”. 

L’archfiologue frangais a en- 
core du pain sur la planche. “La 
mise au net des premiers relevfis 
touche ft sa fin. “Dans les jours 
qui viennent, je vais m’attaquer 
aa deaxzftme tiers des fresques”. 
Ce n’est qu'une fois rfipertorifie 
Fintfigrahtfi des peintures, que 
leur fitude pourra vfiritablement 
commence!. 

“On sait d’ores et dfijft que 
Finspiration des peintres des 
thermes puise dans le ifipertoire 
mythologique romain et dans 
Ficonographie byzantine. Il est 
figalement acquis qu’ils travail- 
laient en fiquipes. Un artisan 
posait Fendmt, un autre txagait 
un canevas, tandis qu’un 
troisifime prfiparait les couleurs. 
Le suivant se chargeait des dficors 
(farrifire plan avant que n’inter- 
vienne le peintre (tes person- 
nages”, pifiase-t-il. 

Reste ft dficouvrir le sens que 
donnfirent les omeyyades ft ces 
representations, on ft se faire une 
idee de la qualitfi de ces artistes 
du Xlle sifide. “Refaire leurs 
gestes me permet d’imaginer ce 
qu’xls ■ pouvaient seutir, de rfif- 
Ifidrir ft leurs conditions de tra- 
vail”, poozsuft Claude Vibert- 
Guigue. Quant ft Fexph’cation du 
dmix souvent audadeux et raffi- 
nfi des couleurs, elle rfiside petit- 
fitre dans les propos d’un philo- 
sophe arabe, que Ghazi Bisheh 
avait notes en 1987: “Tons les 
mfidedns, les sages et personnes 
avisfies s’accordent ft reconnaltre 
que la vue de beaux tableaux 
ifijouit et rafraichit l’ftme et 
ficaite d’eUe les pensfies mfilanco- 
tique, fortifie le coeur plus que 
toute autre chose pourrait le 
faire, parce qu’elle dfitivre de 
toute influence nfifaste”. 

Alain Renon. 

\ 

(*) Qoseir Amra sc situc A environ 80 
kttomitres i J’est rf* Amman On y 
accide par I'autoroute depuis Sahab 
co direction dc l'oasis d'Azraq. 


Manifestation. Prfis de mille fitudiants jordaniens ont manifest^ 
mercredi durant deux heures sur le campus de l’universite d’ Amman, 
pour protester contre Fimnrigration massive des jizifs sovifitiques en 
IaaeT. “Le Jihad est notre vote” et “Nous sommes les hommes de 
Hamas ” (le mouvement mus ulman fondamentaliste de la Bands de 
Gaza) figuraient en tele des slogans insciits sur les calicots ou scandfis 
par les manifestants, qui out figalement dfinonefi tes potitiques 
amfiricaine et sovifitique au Proric-Ortent. 

Amnesty. Le prince hfiritier, Hassan ibn Trial, a regu mercredi ft 
Amman le secretaire gfinfirri d’ Amnesty International, Ian Martin, 
en visite en Jordaoie- Le prince Hassan a notamment affirmfi ft son 
inteiiocuteur le “soud de la Jordanie de renforcer le processus 
dfimocratique et de sauvegarder les libertfis publiques et les droits de 
1 ’Homme.’ 1 M. Martin a pour sa part souligufi “les efforts dfiployfis” 
dans ce sens par les antoritfis du royaume depuis ies Elections 
lfigUatives de novembre dernier. 

Droits de FHomme. L’fitat des droits de 1 'Homme dans le monde 
arabe a fitfi au centre des dfibats de Fassemblfie gfinfirale de 
F Organisation arabe des droits de FHomme (OADH), rfiunie 
mercredi et jeudi ft Tunis. Plusieurs dfilfigufis des sections natio nates, 
dont tes reprfisentants de la toute jeune organisation jordanienne 
(voir “Le Jourdau” du 3 mars) partidpaient ft ce coagrfis. le 
deuxifime depuis la erfiatiou de l’OADH en 1983 ft Chypre. 


Otages. Le president iranien a accrfidite mercredi soir la thfise 
d’une prochaine liberation des 17 otages oeddentaux (huit 
Ame ricains , trois Britanniques, deux Ailemands, deux Suisses, 




nationale avoir le “sentiment” que “le problfime fitait en passe de 
trouver une solution.” Mais Ah Akbar Hachemi-Rafsandjani n’a 
donnfi aucune date. Samedi dernier, cependant, le quotidien des 
dors du rfigime. “Kahyan International,” avait indiqufi qu’elle 
pourrait intervenir avant le milieu de l’fitfi. M Rafsandjani a d ans 
le mfime temps dfimenti, ft Fins tar de Washington, que ce 
dfinouement p assail par des nfigodations avec les Etats-Unis, 
rappelant que l’affaire des otages “ne concern ait pas du tout” 
Tfihfiran. De son c6te, FOrgamsation de la Justice Rfivolution- 
naire (OJR), qui dfitient deux ressortissants amfiricains, a affirmfi 
le mfime jour que ces denriers ne sentient pas tibfiifis sans 
satisfaction de ses exigences. 


Kabonl. La capitate afghane fitait calme hier pour la deuxifime 
joumfie consecutive aptes Fficrasement, annonce par les forces 
loyalistes, d’un coup d’Etat fomentfi par une fraction de Farmfie 
dirigfie par 1’ex-ministre de la Dfifense, le gfiufirri Shah Nawaz Tanai. 
Marches et administrations avaient rfiouvert leurs portes jeudi, 48 
heures aptes la tentative de puich, qui aurait fait plusieurs centaines 
de morts et de blessfis ft Kaboul. 

Islam. Le ministre frangais de Flntfirieur, Pierre Joxe, figalement 
chargfi ri** 5 cultes, a institufi mardi un “Conseil de te flexion sur 
FIslam en France.” Cette dficision fait suite ft une rfiunion entre M. 
Joxe et les six “sues” musulmans, qu’il avait dfisignfis en novembre 
1989 pour rfiflechv ft (’organisation (te la commnnautfi musutinane, 
qu’il avait dfisignfis en novembre 1989 pour rfiflfichir ft l’organisation 
de la communautfi musulmane de France. L’objectif de ce conseil, 
qni se teunira dfis le 17 mars, est de exfier une instance de dialogue 
avec les pouvoirs publics, qui soil representative des queJque trois 
millions de musulmans vivant dans FHexagone. 


“Force Unfa”. Cest le nom donnfi par Michel Noir et Frangois 
Lfiotard (dfiputfis et andens ministres conservateurs frangais) au 
mouvement politique qu’ils ont lancfi mardi dernier. Le lendemain, 
neuf parlementaires ont annonefi leur adhfision ft cette nouvelle 
structure, parmi lesquels deux sfinateurs de 1*UDF (droite liberate), 
Josfi Balarello et Jean-Claade Gaudin. 


Retour. Le groupc agro-alimentaire frangais Perrier a commence 
mardi ft teapproviskrancr ses distributeurs dans le monde entier, trois 
semaines rotes avoir retirer de la vente quelque 160 millions de 
bouteflles. La nouvelle cuvfie poite la mention “Nouvelle Produo 
tion” et est accompagnifie d'une vaste campagne publiatairc in tern a- 
tionale. Disponsibles depuis mercredi en France, la fameuse eau 
pfitiUaate sera de retour dans la plupart des pays europfiens dfibut 
avril. Perrier avait dfiddfi dc retirer sa brisson ffitiche d« marches le 
14 ffivrier, aptes la dficouverte de traces trap fortes de benzfine dans 
certaines bouteflles distribnfies aux Etats-Unis. 


Obos. Plusieurs centaines d’obus et autres engins explosifs de la 
seconde guerre mondiale ont fitfi retronvfis le week-end dernier sur 
les plages frangaises de la Mancbe. Scion la prfifecture maritime de 
Cherbourg (Normandie), la tecente et violente tempfite, qui a touche 
la cdte ouest du pays, est ft Forigine de cette dficouverte. Certains 
obus et mines ont fitfi dfisamorcfis. Les autres ont fitfi rassemblfis poor 
fitre dfitruits. 


En sonffrunce. Les listes d’attente des personnes devant fitre 
opfitees dans les hdpitaux britanniques se sont encore aflongfies en 
1989, dfipassant pout la prcmiire fois te million de patients, seJon un 
rapport de I'assodation nationale “Collfige de la Santfi”, pubhfi jeudi 
ft Londres. Selou cette euqufite, 26% des malades devant fitre 
hospitalises et 16% de ccux qui peuvent fitre traitfis en une joumfie 
ont attendu plus d’un an avant de pouvoir fitre soignfis. 
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■ Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 

: Door-to-door Service, 

• Ticketing and 
'.Reservation needs, 

■'? - please cafl: 

MIH KA WAR & SONS 

7 Ahdcl Hamid Sharaf Street 
. I- Shmeisani 
. -J P.O. Box 7806 
. - . Amman. Jordan 
•. ,'TcL 604676, 604696 





Tbefirsr&best 
CMnmRMtaiffant 
in Jordan 

1st Ckde, Jabal Amman, near 
’ At^yyahGitis School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
pun. 

6:30-MkJnigbt 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rant 
in West Amman area. . 


CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 


PEOPLE WHO NEEV 

m CLEANING 
SERVICES 

CALLUS ! 

aMRBHBH 

P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

Tbe only typical Chinese . 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Opea daily 12:00-15-30 
1M0-2330 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoHsnBarbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our - 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Scrvicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and -get: - 

* JUMBO photo 
Siam 30 % torpor 

* From ontargo- 
tmoot 20 * 30 cm 


^Shmeisani - Opp. ( 
Bank.' Flume: 6040 
Swefieh td: 823891 







Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Drily 12^0-3L30pm 
7.30-HJOpm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwards 3irt drcle 


Tel:659519 659520 


MOVING? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEXTZ 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

iU2<jl|ls 


Amman - Tel. 668 1 93 
P.O. Bov 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTl JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Jordan Times 




Double 

dominical 


“Le Jourdain” prend 

ses aises. D’une page 
hebdomandaire, il pas-| 
se k deux, qui para- 
itront ddsormais le 
dimanche, avec ‘ pour 
ambition de vous offirir 
plus de sujets^. et de 
ioisirs, comme vous 
l’aviez souhait6 dans 
vos rdponses au “mini- 
sondage” de juin 1989. 
Plus d’espace, et done, 
pjour vous, plus d’oea- 
sion d’dcrire... 

Si la plume vous en 
dit,contactez Alain Re- 
non, French section. 
Jordan Times, P.O. 
Box 6710, Amman, 
Tfl: 667171. 
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1 .500 & 2.000 operations par an en Jordanie 

La chirurgie esthetique a la cote 


N6e ao d£5rat des annfes 1980 dans le royaome, la 
cMrurgse esti^ue est en pSdne expansion. Un «boam» 
discret mais constant, qui se tradnH anjonrd’hin par 
1.508 £ 2.000 interventions annoeHes. Un chiffre qni aura 
doub^ en Tan 2000, si S’on en croifc son pr^cnrseur, le 
docteur Gbaith Shubailat. 

Lifting, remodel age du nez, 
des levies, du front, du coin des 
yeux, subtiles escamotages de 
menus defauts des poi trines femi- 
nines et incontournables abla- 
tions des «poign6es d'amour» 
trop saillantes... La coquetterie 
des Jordanie ones, et des Jorda- 


& pratiquer cette speriftHfe*, prA- 

cise-t-il. Une sp£aalite, dont le 

docteur Shubailat aime k rappeler 

’eUe doit tout aa cboix des 
jux m£decms d'implnnter en 
Jordanie la chirurgie reconstitu- 
tive. «Quand nous nous sommes 
specialises, dans les annees 1970, 


Z 



mens, n'a riea k envier k celle des 
Europeens ou des Amdricains. 
Homines et femmes confondus, 
ils sont entre 1.500 et 2.000, qui 
frappent annuel! ement k la porte 
des quelque 15 cabinets priv£s de 
chiiurgie esthetique du royaume. 

En t£te des requetes: les 
change men Ls de nez et les •lipo- 
suctions*, nom barb are d’une 
technique de pr616vement des 
graisses superflues. «C'est un 
precede simple que j'utflise de- 
pute maintenant qoatre a ns . On 
se sen de canities metalhques, qui 
aspirent les sels de la peau, re 
sponsables des rondeurs*. expH- 
que le docteur Ghaith Shubailat, 
grand precurseur de la chirurgie 
plastique dans ie pays. 

Son nom reste en effet attache 
aux debuts de cette m£dedne de 
confort dans la region, H y a k 
peine 6 ans. «Ainsi que celui de 
notre doyen, le docteur Farid 
Yaghnam, qui fut le tout premier 


c’etait, pour introduire id un 
service hospitaller capable de 
trailer les grands brftlds, les bles- 
ses de la route, ou encore de feire 
face aux cancers et aux amputa- 
tions mineures*. 

Cest chose faite depute 1978, 
date k laquelie fat ouvert au 
Centre medical royal le «Pavillon 
Farab de rehabilitation*, «le 
mieux 6qujp6 et le phis compe- 
tent du monde arabe», assure-t-il. 
n est vrai qu'il dispose aujour- 
d*hui d'une fiquipe de chinir- 
giens, d’infirmiAres et d’aide- 
soignants parfaitement formes et 
dAsormais rompus aux techniques 
des greffes et de la micro -chir- 
urgie. 

Retraite de Tarntee depute 
1984, le docteur Shubailat est 
cependant le premier k avoir 
ouvert une clmique priv£e de 
chirurgie esthetique, la m&me 
annee, prfes de llidpital Khaladi 
de Djebel Amman - Cest d'a3- 



Wm&i&MON FRANC A IS 


La rubrique de Flavja Romero ■, 

FiUe du m6dedn italien Fausto Ttsdo , Flavia Tesio Romero 
est n6e en Jordanie et habite Amman , oil eUe a choisi de vivre. 
Cest A un voyage paiticulier, celui d'une “europ6enne diet”, 
qu'elle nous invite dSsormais chaque semaine. Un voyage de 
sentiments et depressions sous la forme d’une lettre adres- 
s£e A Egeria, romaine chrtZtienne, qui effectua autrefois un 
pdriple dans la region, A la recherche du tombeau de Motse, 


Ave Egcria, 

Tu me fate promettre de t'£crire au moius une fote par semaine 
pour te raconter ce pays et ma vie dans ce pays que tu as visits fl y 
a si Iongtemps. 

On est debut mars, fl pleat, fl fait beaucoup de vent, le solefl 
se montre entre une averse et 1’autre. Cela est bien typique de 
Hover en Jordanie et e'est par ce temps que j’aime aller me 
balader dans le nord du pays. Hier je sues aliee k Umm Quais, 
Unun el Jamal et je suis rentrfe k Amman en passant par Azraq et 
les Chateaux du desert. 

Les routes out fait beaucoup de progiAs depute ton epoque, que 
cela ne froisse pas ta sensibility de romaine! Aujourd’hui cues 
sont asphalt 6 es, larges et triis faciles k parcourir. Depute Amman 
jusqu’ft Ain Gfaadara, la voie est magnifique, se d6roulant dans on 
paysage qui temoigne du grand effort de reboisement qu’on y a 
prodigud, au milieu d’un panorama trds ample, fait de Antes 
to u jours renouve!6es de vaildes et de collines. On traverse Jarash, 
antienne ville de la D^capole et pendant un demi kilometre on est 
doming par sss colonnades superbes et roses. 

L'arrivge k Irbid est le moment le moins agnSable du voyage. La 
ville n'est malh eu reuse men t pas des plus belles; on y d6couvre de 
vieilles maisons pleines de charme et de caractAre, mate fl faut 
vraiment vouloir les dAnicfaer, toutes enfbuies qu’elles sont au 
milieu de constructions sans beauty ni grdee. 

D n’est pas non plus facile d'en sortir, car la signalisation 
routfcre y est presque inexistante. Finalement, Irbid n’Atant pas 
trAs grande, on se dirige soit k l’aide dedications obtenues des 
passants (sou vent des enfants qui coufondent la droite avec la 
gauche), soit par la position du soleil et on arrive k trouver le bon 
chemin. DAs qu’on quitte la ville, la route devient somptueuse. 
Des murs & sec dont l'art, heureusement, n’est pas totalement 
oubh£ en Jordanie, rendent au paysage le earact&re bibtique 
qu’on attend finalement y trouver. En phis, les arbres de cette 
region sont tiAs vieux, massifs et magnifiques: ils vous donuent 
1 ’ impression d’etre 1£ depute tou jours. Les plus impressfonnants 
sont les carou biers que la pluie a lavAs et mootreut une profusion 
de feuflles vert fence. coriaces et saines. Les amandiers sont d6jh 
en fleurs, les cydamens, par grandes rouffes, ausri. Vegetation 
typiquement mediteraneemie, qui nous reoonduh aux lectures et 
aux etudes dasaque de l’andenne dvflisation qui est un heritage 
commun aux Arabes et aux Europeens. 

Umm Quais est une elegante surprise. Le village est beau, 
forme de vieilles maisons et les restes archeologiques en pierre 
lavique sont tfAs gradeux. En arrivant, il m’a sembie decouvrir 
que les cokmnes A talent canoes. Etait-fl possible qu’en toutes ces 
annees, je ue m'eu sois jamais aper^ue? Le temps de m'ap- 
procher, je me suis rendue compte que e’etait un effet optique 
cause par la pluie qui les avait mouiMes du seul c6t6 expose au 
vent, en les faisant brifler avec J’edat du jais. Dans le theatre aux 
sieges si confortables (surtout ceux destines aux VIP de l’6poque), 
les berbes et les fleurs sauvages ont deji envahi tons les interstices 
entre une pierre et l’actre. Je les connate si bien, toutes, depute 
mon enfance: d cela pourra I’inferesser, dans ma prochaine lettre 
je te dirai le nom de ces herbes et leur usage medical etculinatee. 
Tu pourras en parler avec Caton, Pline le Jeuoe et Jouvenal si tu 
as l'occasion de les rencontrer. Je suis sfire qu’ils seraient ravis de 
decouvrir peot-£tre encore une plante sauvage k ajouter k leur 
menus austSres mate franchemeot savoureux, dont ils faisaient 
tant de reclame. 

Ain Ghadara domine toute la valtee du Yannouk les hauteurs 
du Golan et le lac de Tlberiade. Cest un paysage d’une extreme 
beaufe et une prifere vient spontanement aux (ftvres. pour que la 
paix putese r6gner sur le territoire. 

Sute-je trop bavarde? Je na'ai m£cne pas r£ussi k te raconter 
tout mon voyage. Jaime penser fitre ta reincaruation qui a decide, 
finale ment, de s’etabhr dans cc pays. Vale, Egcria! 


touts 1ft qu’il opfere ses patients, 
qiumd fl ne peut disposer d’une 
salfe £ 1’hOpital Palestinian de 
Shmeisani. Depute, les affaires 
vont bon train. «Dans l’armee, la 
partie puremetat esthetique de la 
chirurgie plastique ne represeute 
que 15% du travail- Dans le 
priv6, elk; d£passe les 60%!*, 
assure-t-il. 

A Ten croire, ces chiffres ne 
feronr que croStre dans le futur. 
«Avant Fan 2000, le oombre de 
patients aura double*. £t ce, 
malgrtS le prix 61 eve des opera- 
tions. Re modeler un nez cotite 
ainsi, en moyenne, de 800 £ 1.500 
dinars . Des tarite certes bien 
moins forts qu’en Europe en 
valeur absohie, mate qui delestent 
promptement le portefeuflie du 
Jordanien moyen. «La prosperity 
de ce secteur vient surtout du frit 
que ce n’est plus un tabou. Les 
ecus avouent fadiement de nos 
jours, qu’ils sont passes entre les 
mains d’un chinirgieo esthe- 
tique.* 

Seule inquietude pour le doc- 
teur Shubailat: que l’engouement 
de ses condtoyens ne donne lieu 
k des promesses douteuses et a 
des scandales. «Pour I’instant, 
nous contrOlous bien notre travail 
et les exigences des patients sont 
la plupart du temps rateonnables, 
affirme-t-il. Pai pour ma part 
arrSte d'accepter d’op6rer les 
gens qui me demandent k tout 
prix un nez retrousse l’euro- 
p6enne». Parce qu’il feat epouser 
les lignes des visages et ne pas 
faire n’importe quoi*. Reste & 
savoir si tons ses colfegues respec- 
teront eux-aussi cette ythique. 

A.R. 


Dipkxnatie 

Le roi Hussein 
k Paris 

Le roi Hussein a . acbev6 
menxedi une virite offldelle de 
deux jours en Fiance, oh il 
s'est notamment entretenu 
avec le president Francois Mit- 
terrand, le chef du gonverne- 
ment et les mintetres frax^ais 
des Affaires etrangdres et de la 
Defense. 

Le sooverain haefaemite a 
notamment evoque le prob- 
Idme de ri mm igration des juifs 
sovieti ques en Israel, manfi, au 
corns de son fete-h-tete avec 
M. Mitterrand, qui l’a longue- 
meat interroge k ce sujet. Les 
deux chefs d’Etat ont 6gaJe- 
ment parte de la dette jorda- 
nienne k 1’egazd de la France 
(estim6e k plus de 129 miflions 
de dollars pour 1989-1990), des 
confhts libanais et irano-ira- 
Itien, ainsi que de la nouvelle 
donne politique en Europe. 

S'exprimant a Tissue de cette 
rencontre, le roi Hussein a 
rappeie qu’il etait partisan de 
la convocation d’un sommet 
arabe, consacze aux d6fis lan- 
ces k la region. D s’est dgale- 
ment declare “sattefeit” de son 
entretien avec le president 
frangais, qu’il a qualifie d’ 
“homme de prmdpes”. Les 
deux homines sont convemis 
par aflleors de maintenir des 
“^changes de vues" une k deux 
fote par an. 

Le roi a quitte Parte mercre- 
di pour Londres, oh il effectue 
actneflemeut une visrte senri- 
officielle, sc mi-pri v6e . 
(D’apres agences). 


qu’ft 
i CSsi' 


Sahour et Naplouse, en CSsjorda- 
nie. LA encore, les slogans po ho- 
les avaient remplace les mots 
feministes. 


ones av 
d’ordre 


Jcxjm6e Internationale de la Femme 

Manifestations en Palestine 

C£Kbr£e le 8 mars dans le monde entier, la jourafe 
intematioiiale de la Femme se vent l’occasion poor pins 
de la moittt de I’hamanitf de rappeler les nynstices et les 
in£galit£s dont eDe reste victime dans de nombreox pays. 
Dans les territoires occupy, les Pakstiniennes ont sartont 
d£noiio6 Li repression miLtaire israeKenne. 

Plusienrs ceotaines de femmes 
pales tinienues ont manifeste 
avant-hier dans diverses locahtes 
des te rri t oi res occupes, k (’occa- 
sion de la joumee internatiouale 
de la Femme. Aux revendkations 
proprement feministes, la plupart 
d’entre elles out prefere la for- 
mule des sit-in de protestation 
padfique centre la repression' 
militaire israeiienne de l’lntifeda. 

Ainsi k Bethleem, Ramallah, 

Hebron ou encore J6rusalem-Est, 

Oil les manifestantes out OCCUpe 
les locaux de la Groix-Rouge. 

A Tissue de leuxs rassemble- 
ments, elles ont manifeste en 
corteges, brandissant des 
drapeaux pale^iniens. Corteges 
que la police israflienne a disper- 
se k coup de grenades lacry- 
mogenes dans la partie orientale 
de ia Ville Salute. 

La veille, d’autres manifesta- 
tions avaient 6t6 signaiees dans la 


Une nouvelle manifestation 
contre l’occupation miKtaires, 
commune cette fote aux femmes 
iraetieunes et palestimeimes, est 
egalement pr6vue anjourtThui. 
Lears orgauisatriccs out 1’inten- 
tion de se re trouver symbohque- 
ment il la limhe des deux secteurs 
de Jerusalem. 

La police avait, dans un 'pre- 
mier temps, interdit ce rassemb- 
tement, pour des “raisons de 
security”. Les autorites israeiie li- 
nes sont finalement revenues sur 
leur decision A la suite d’une 
intervention de la Corn supreme, 
saisie par les prinripanx mouve- 
ments de femmes. (D’apr&s 
agences). 


Point de vue 

En Jordanie, la Joumde de la Femme n’a gudre donnd lieu A 
rassemblement, manifestation ou ddbat public. La Fondation Sha- 
man a certes organist piusieors rencontres cette semaine sur ce 
tbcfme, mats sans mobinser les Joules. Constat, qui vaut d’aHleurs 
pour reosctnble du monde arabe , et qu'interroge d-dessous Faygal 
al-Zundgat. 

Pas d’6quivalent de Simone de Beauvoir 


Avant m£me la Joujn6c Inter- 
natiouale de la Femme, T Asso- 
ciation des artistes jordaniens 
avait organise un debat sur la- 
place de la femme dans notre 
pays. D’autres institutions, com- 
me la Fondation Shoman, ont 
propose cette semaine des ren- 
contres sur ce m€me theme. 
Ayant asstste k la plnpart de ces 
manifestations et entendu les 
points de vue qui s’y sont expri- 
mes, je voudrais mettre I’accent 
sur ks points suivant: 

1 — Je pense que les inteUec- 
tuelles, qui pretendeut vouloir 
defembe la femme danx le monde 
arabe, n’ont pas fait, jusqn'A 
mamtenant, les analyses histori- 
ques et les etudes de fond qui 
s^imposent pour comprentire 
pourquoi, dtez nous, les femmes 
ne jouissent pas de tous leurs 
droits. Nous ue comptons parmi 
nous aucun equivalent de 1’ecri- 
vain frangais Simone de 
Beauvoir, par exemple. 

Le mouvement feminists arabe 
et le$ travanx accomplte jusqu’A 
present sont loin d’fitire satte- 
feteants. Bien au contraire: les 
mifitautes ont souvent perdu leur 
sang-froid, pfesentant les prob- 
femes sous Ik forme d’une guerre 
contre 1 ’homme. Trap souvent, 
les poncifis tierment lieu de r6fle- 
xions s6rieuses. Et jamais, la 
question de la femme n’est tnait6e 
comme un point essentiel. On 
retronva cette lacune Ams les 
essais du Palestinien Hteham aJ- 
Shurabi et du Marocain Adid 
ai-Jabiri, consacres k 1’histoire de 
la pensee arabe. 

Aucune femme arabe n’a signe 
de livre. qui premie en considera- 
tion Thistoire et la reli^on de 
fegon ftanche. Les affronte- 
ments, puerik, entre queiques 
feministes et le eourant religieux 
sont ridicules. 

Le vrai Islam n’a jamais com- 
battu les droits de la femme. 


Qu’on se rappelle d’Aicha ou de 
Khadija, epouses du propfaete, 
qui influcncerent toute 1’histoire 
musulmane. Le Coran et les 
Hadiths prdnent le reject de la 
femme. II faut done trouver une 
autre voie que Taffrontement en- 
tre liberaux et religieux. 

2 — Les leaders du feminteme 
se demenent souvent dans une 
grande coutrachction: celle qui 
oppose fears kfees k leur vie 
pnvee. Efles n’ont jamais veri- 
tablement nfeiste aux pressions 
imposees par Tenvironnement so-, 
dal; elles ne se sont jamais “sacri-’ 
fi6es” A leur cause. Elles se sont 
mariees et out accepte Ic idle 
qu’on leur a donde. Quant aux 
revendications, elles n’out que 
trfes rarement depasse le stade 
d’un bavardage 

3 — Ce bavardage, cependant 
prend parfote la forme d’un dis- 
cours extreme. Certaines femmes 
accusent notamment Thomtne de 
jouer sur les sentiments et d’uti- 
User le “c&lin” pour les mampn U 
er. Pour modifier leurs intentions 
de vote aux elections. 

Les homines, eux, accusent les 
femmes d' oser.de leur cfaarmes 
pour seduire les plus influents 
d’entre eux et ainsi gravir les 
marches de Tasoenskn sodale. 
Or La reahte est beaucoup phis 
complere, pour peu qu'on y in- 
tdgre sentiments et desirs. Le 
partage historique entre homme 
et femme a de fait besoin d’etre 
entiArement redefini. 

fl est temps, en particulier, de 
sc pencher sur les radnes psycho- 
logiques et sodales de Illegality 
des droits entre les deux sexes. 
Car on ne peut separer la eradi- 
tion de la femme dans notre 
society du dyveloppement des 
libertes mdhiduefles. Les che- 
nrina de I’emandpatiOD ooncer- 
nent lliomme et la femme. En- 
semble. 

Fayenl ai-ZuraigaL 



Les blesses de 1’Intifada 


En marge de la conference 
sur “Les inpheatioas medi- 
cal es des pratiques israehennes 
dans I’occupation de la Pales- 
tine”, presentee ce soir au 
YWCA, A 19b00, par Dr. Nasri 
Khouri, void queiques chiffres 
sur les bfessds de Tlntifada... 

Depute plus de deux ans que 
dure le soul&vement dans les 
territoires arabes occupes, ou 
sait desonnate qu’en moyenne 
un Palestinien menrt chaque 
jour. Mate, sait-on que pour un 
tud, on cdmpte cent blesses? 

Le bilan des deux premieres 
annees d’lntifada, 6tabb par 
differences organisations 
bumanitaires en decembre 
1989, denombrait 70.000 bles- 
ses d’une moyenne d’Age de 18 
ans et demi. 50 pour cent ont 
ete meurtris par des balles r6el- 
les ou en plastique et 50 pour 
cent par des coups. 3.000 d’e- 
ntre eux sont handicapes A vie 
et environ 150 ont perdu tot- 
alemenf ou partieuement la 


vue. 

Ces chiffres sont contests 
par les autorites israyiieones 
qui ne recounaissent que 
15.000 blesses. 

On peut cacptiquer recart par 
le fait que oombre de blesses 
dvitent d’entrer A 1’hdpital 
pour echappcr aux recberches. 
Ainsi, on oombre non neglige- 
able de jeunes Palestinians gar- 
dent trAs kmgtemps des plaies 
infect yes, an risque d’une 
aggravation de leor etat, ou 
men encore, dcatrisent dans la 
dandestirrite et surviveot avec 
une ou ptuseurs balles dans le 
corps. 

Une situation qui comphque 
Texerdce de la nfededne dans 
les territoires et qui pouxjah, A 
terme, cnSer une generation de 
handicapes sans autonomie et 
sans infrastructure pour les 
accue uflhr . 

F31. 


AB about Eve, avec Bette Da vte 
et Geoige Sanders. Quand une 
grande actricc sur le declin 
affronte la fin de sa carriAreet la 
gloire montante d'une plus jeuoe 
oomedfenne. 

Centre amf rlra in . dl i niuir 11 man 
A UUP (en augbb). 

Le Cfel est k voos, de Jean 
Grenriflon, avec Charles Vanel et 
Maddeine Renaud. Comment un 
jeune couple parvient A forcer un 
destin sans 6dat et A rompre avec 
une vie mediocre. 

Centre critard tapds, Wl 12 
nma A 2flh88 (at frnapfa, soos-tttrt 
ea arabe). 

Stella, de Franz Josef Wild 
d’aprAs la piece de Goethe, avec 
Dietlinde Turban, Judy Winter 
en Robert Atzom (1982-video). 
Les aleas tragiques d’une relation 
A trois. 

IwtitBt Geedie, mvsB 13 mars A 
20M0 (at allfiMnd, um-tUri em 

t). 


EXP O S IT 10 NS 


Pdntore. La Fondation Shoman presente les oeuvres de sept 
peintres iraldens: Shaker Hassan al-Sa’id; Salim al-Dabagh; Rafi’ 
al-Nassni; Sa’adi al Ka'bi; Ah' Taleb; Mohammad Mahradin et Ismail 
Fatah. 

Cadre adtard et sdeatUhiiK de la PoBdatiau Shoman (Stoudsani), Josqa’as4 
nriL L’ezparithm cat tw v trt e tom In jours, sauf le mkedi, de MM0 A 
17M0. 



L’ane des quatre variations stork tbkme “Notre monde aitfonnFbnP*, 
prfseotdes par Mohammad Mahrudht A h Fondation Shoman. 

Fetntnre. Ahmad Nawash expose ses tofles an centre culturel 
frangais. 

CCF, du 17 nan au 8 anfl. V aahiy , nnriH A 18hM. 

Feanture. Le peintre jordanien Mahmoud Issa expose au centre 
culturel royal. 

CCR, du U m 15 nan, de 8M0 A 28M0. taamgsntkn aanedl A 18M0. Enlrfe 


CONFERENCES 


“Les implicatioiis medicates des pratiques tora flteane s en 
Fdestine occup6e”. Conference et d^>at ammes par le docteur 
Nasri Khouiy. 

Y WCA (dfebd Amman, prb du 3e cerde), naedi It umm A VMM. (voir 
FOCUS). . 

De Gaufle, Thomme do 18 join, par Philippe Bee, professeur an 
QCF. De 1’ajppel k la resistance contre rocc u pation nazie de la France 
A la liberation, le rifle de Thomme dont lTmtoire personneUe se 
confond pendant trois d6cennies avec celle de ITfexagone. 

Cadre adtwd bmpA, mmdl 13 man A ISAM (en thn^ais). 


It’s a wonderful bfe, de Frank 
Capra, avec James Stewart, Trav- 
ers et Donna Reed X1946). Un 
homme, accabte de soucis, s’ap- 
piyte k se sukider, estimant sa vie 
motile. Un ange lui prouve le 
contraire en iui montrant ce que 
serait devenn- sa ville s*fl n’ avait 

pas earirte. 

Cadre amfricain, JomB 15 b mn A 
UMS (« ingMa). 

Cine-dob. Sdances A 13b00, 
15h00, I7h00, 18h30 et 20h00. 
Nouveau film, suivi d’un debat, le 
hmdi A20h00. Projection pour les 
jeunes, le jeudi A 15h00. ThAme 
du mens: les Homines aux Oscars 
1990, A travels leurs filmog- 
raphies. 

Samedi tifc Preuds I’OseDle et tire-toi; 
Play it again, Sam; Bananas; Love 
and death; Anme Mall. 

DimaodK 11; Manhattan; Stardust 
memories; A midminmer night’s ser 
comedy; Zehg; Danny Rose. 
liU 12: Kmg Kong; The front; 
Casino Royal; Anna amid her asters; 
Dead poet’s society [de Peter Wire, 
avec Riobm Williams (1989). Un jho- 
feaseur de l i tt faatur e. 6pns de cul- 
ture, tenfe de n5w£fcr A caacua de ses 
yimfiants sa ridiesse prope. Au i 
ris des airs outrts de ses 
Mad 13: The postman always rings 
twice; All flit jazz; Tootsie; Francs; 
Country. 

M tr otdl 14: Crimes of passhm; 
Sweet dreams; pmnk rose of Cairo; 
Prizzf s honour; The dead. 

Jcatfl 15: Good morning Vietnam; 
Gbost hasten; The world, according 
to Gmp; CamBle Qaudel (lire par- 
tie); Camille Chmdel (2£me partie. 
Le film est eu frangais). 

Vcndredl 16: Lady Hawke; Les 
Lianoos da nger e u ses (USA); The 
witches of Eastwkk; Into the night; 
Cocktail. 


a verstoa origiaale. T<k 
6*3901. Route de I’rndvcrsttf, pre- 
adtre A droite aprts Phtel Umakm 
paisprem ftre & gauds. Le 
m tram A t wfc— 3Hn sur b 


SAMEDI 

17rG0 Champs EIys£es: Emission . 
dc varieties presentee par Michel 
Drunker. Invites: Gerard Blan- 
chard, Marcel Amont et CheotaJ 
Goya. 

19^0 - Le journal. 

19:15 - Sauvage et Beau: 
Docuxneataire sur les animaux 
sauvages. 

DIMANCHE 

18^0 - Tel Pere, Tel Fils: Com- 
ydie. Avec Jacques Bahitin. 
18^0 - L’&oie des fens: Emission 
de varfetes pour les enfants, 
presentde par Jacques Martin. 
Invite de la semaine: Pierre 
PerreL 

19:00 - Le journal 
19:15 - Aujourdlnd en Fiance: 
magazine culturel. Cette 
semaine: Ldo.Malet, auteur de 
romans poliders. 

LUNDI 

l&W - AisAne Lupin, 5Ame epi- 
sode de la serie potiddre. 

19^0 - Le journal 

19:15 - Magazine ^xDrtif hebdom- 

madaiie. 

MARDI 

18:10 - Des Chiffres et des Let- 
tnes: Jeux. 

18J0 - L’Apparl; Comedie. 
19:00 - Le journal 
19:15 - Aujourd’hui eu Jordanie: 
Magazine local realise et presente 
par Saleh Madi. 

MERCRED1 

18:00 - Aventures, Voyages: 
Documentaire. 

19:00 - Le Journal 
19:15 - Varietes fran^aises. 

JEUDI 

18:10 - Tel Pere, Tel Fils. Com- 
6che. Avec Jacques Balutin. 
18J0 - La Chaiice aux chansons; 
Emission de varietes presentee 
par Pascal Servran. Invite de la 
semaine: Charles TreneL 
19:00 - Le journal. 

19:15 - Sciences A la Une: 
Documentaire. 

VENDREDI 

17riW - Des Chiffres et des Let- 
tres: Jeux. 

17:20 - Marie Antoinette: Tele- 
film. 

19:00 - Le journal 
19:15 - Varfetes fnu^aixs. 

SAMEDI 

17KW - Champs Elysees: Emis- 
sion de varietes presentee par 
Michel Drncker. 

19:08 - Le journal. 

19:15 - Sauvage et Beau: 
Documentaire sur les animaux 
sauvages. 



Mots crois&s 

ABCDEFGHIJ 



par fferan ManteB 


Horfasontalement. 


1: douneras une bonne odeur'2: cites raiment Ira maux de tele. 3: serait 
joy eux, 4: artide; prop res. 5: recherche®, k note; negation. 7: rfegfes. 8: 
en tenue d’Adara; tissu; fin de messe phonetique; 9: pronorn peraotmel; 
debut dhypotbese; I'hommc du Deluge. 10: tnesurerons te poids. 

VertkakmenL 

A: nCgode, Bsjpropre A J'Eitrtnje-OrienL C; Rassemblement pour la 
ReouUique. Eh ut confisoce; eicvi. Es on y trouve parfois des traces 
d’albunune; monarques. F: elles trouent te$ vStements; partkipe paste. G: 
preposition; edose. H: peoAtres; dteScre japooais. 1: champion; paitteule. 
J: aides. 

(Stdotioa Is semake pndnke) 


L E S A V I E Z - V OUS ? 


VITESSE. UEooto superieure fran^ise des techniques avancdcs 

S lanche actoeflement sur fa raise au point d’un bateau, dont le but est 
e battre le record du monde de vitesse pure sur mer. Faisant appel 
aux techniques de points en matiAre de calcul des fonnes a6ro- et 
hydrodynamiqpes, de choix des materianx, elle a desri&e un 
catamaran asyntetrique, unique ment couqu pour des qualites de 
vent et de mer bien ptectees, dote d’une veritable ailc d'avion en 
guise de voflnre. Les premiers essais dounent une vitesse, qui atteint 
presque le double de celle du vent apparent. Soit prAs de 55 km/h 
pour une brise de 30 km/h. 

PLASTIQUES. Rien de plus difficile que de se (febarrasser des 
plastiques. Les chaines de pcflymAres sont en effet capables de 
testeter 100 ans et pins k la degradation. Sauf si Ton v ajoute eu cours 
de febricatiou de ramidou de mate, qui, en erfent des raptures dans 
Toiganisation mofecalaire des plaroques, permet d’obtcnir leur 
destiuedon en 1 A 2 ans. 

BR AIL LE. Les timbres en Braille, ga existe. Notamment en 
France, ofl les Pastes en proposent depute Tan dernier. Poor tousles 
tarrfs d’a Cranchigseme nt 

FAUSSE MONNAIE. Nouveau “gather pour faire echec A 
Timagmation et an talent des faux-monnayeurs : la conception et la 
rAaliraticn] Alectroniques de coupons avec Taastetance d’ordinateore. 
La Banque de France, mu febriqtte les biflets liationaux d’une 
vingtame de pays, a decide de Tadopter. 


DAMES 

Probltaie N. 1 



Prebtexne N. 1 

.ialj. 

M& 

m i iti 



L« btaras gapant m dx cams. Les bbucsuMOsut mt ta deux amps. 
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A new window on the Arab World 


fa Begbtai 
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Muslims in Soviet Union 
emerge from obscurity 


By John Lawton 

THERE are more than 100 non- 
3 Russian natkmaMries Irving in the 
Soviet Umon who, after a century 
of near-invisibility to casual 
Weston observers, are making 
their presence felt in today's 
charging Soviet Union. 

Of the Union’s 15 republics, six 
\ — indndmg its second biggest — 
are still, despite decades erf reli- 
gions repression, largely, actively 
and coosdonsiy MusHm. 

: In fact, the Soviet Union’s S3 

~ million Mnshms compose almost 
one-fifth of the entire 280 million 
population of the USSR. 

After ethnic Russians, they are 
its second-largest population 
. 'group. And since their numbers 
7 are growing four times as fast as 
the Soviet population as a whole, 
Soviet Muslims are projected to 
outnumber Russians in 30 yean. 

They are mainly of Turkish 
origin. Along with Persian-speak- 
ing Tajiks, they occupy the vast 
c r e sc e nt of land stretching from 
Europe to Q«na along die soutfa- 
' ere nm of the USSR. 

These people are .descendants 
■ of the' fierce nomadic tribes of 
Mongolia, the one-time mines of 
Central Asia who founded the 
glittering medieval cities of 
Bukhara and Samarkand. 

They rgere swallowed up by the 
southeasterly expansion of Rns- 
w^sia’s gainst empire in the 19th 
• ' century, and them fell under con- 
trol of the Cqmmnnists after the 
1917 Revolution. 

Now, however, as the century 
draw s to a dose, the people's of 
the Soviet onion’s Muslim repub- 
Kcs — Azerbaijan, Kaz akhs tan, 
Kir ghizia, Tajikistan, Turkmenia 
and Uzbekistan — are seeking to 
: regain control of their own des- 
tinies. • 

Although they have not been 
as strident as the Ukrainians, 
Estonians or Latvians in their 

By Matthew Pearce 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Businessmen take 
note. If you want to keep enstom- 
en once Europe’s trade barriers 
come down, you must learn to tell 
a Euro-dandy from a Euro-vigi- 
lante. 

I That is the message from a 
>paaef of European marketing 
agencies which says it has pigeon- 
holed all 320 minio n European 
Community citizens into 16 con- 
sumer profiles or “Eurostyles.” 
“If ytm are wise, you are pre- 
•• pared foe the European market,” 
said Dominique Rajewski of 
Brasseb-based GKF Belgium, 
one of IS marketing firms on the 


calls for autonomy, Muslims were 
among the first to test Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev’s poli- 
cy of democratisation. In 1986, 
Kazakhs demonstrated against 
die imposition of a Byelorussian 
as Communist Party boss of their 
republic — the USSR's second- 


Mustims say, they have been 
allowed virtually no voice in gov- 
ernment: since the Co mmunis ts 
gamed control of Muslim regions 
in the 1920s, only three members 
of die ruling Soviet body, die 
Politiburo, have had Muslim 
backgrounds. 

_ . Also, although Central Asia, 

Since then, more than 100 pro- die Caucasus and the Volga River 
tests have been recorded in basin, where most Muslims live, 
Soviet Turkestan, as the Muslim together account for more than 
republics are collectively known, half of the USSR’s agricultural 
Recent viators report the grow- production a good part of its 
icg isolation of local Communist mineral wealth, MusKm-popu- 
parties and the emergence of an feted regions are among die 
alternative and definitely Muslim poorest in the union. 

The Russians, Muslims say. 
As The Times of London re- have ntilwwi the resources of 
ported, “It is among the younger soviet Turkestan almost as if the 
generation, especially students region were a colony. 
awf intellectuals, that Islam is 

lecroifiog its most ardent advo- ? !ntr f 1 for 

iT 6 example, designated Uzbekistan 

Many Muslims, indndmg some 

former Communists, are return- ^P 11 *** put ted Krekh- 
in* to “the sure values of their 84811 to v ? st 

r«Sr^culturer^ Tajik ^ ^ 

poet Mir-Gohev, because of the cultlvatl0n - 
present uncer tain ties in the But it was done at a price: 
Soviet Union. diversion of rivers to irrigate 

*Tf the Russians themselves dp these new lands has resulted in 
not know what they are going to the virtual desiccation of the Aral 
do next,’* he says, “why should -Sea. Once the fourtb-largest lake 
we thprn for solutions to our hi the world, the Aral has fallen 
p roblems ?” 13.5 metres and shrunk to half its 

MusHm leaders say that under original area: it is surrounded by 
Communist rule there have been a grim desert of salt and sand, 
vast im provements in health and The slow death of the Aral Sea 
education, but their lives have has cut across the borders of the 
been restricted religiously, politi- republics and become a vehicle 
caUy and economically. for nationalist expression: Turkic 

Moscow, they say, shut down writers arc rang it as a Wind from 
all but 400 of their 26,000 mos~ which to snipe at more sensitive 
ques and all but two of their issues such as social problems and 
religious colleges. Muslims were political control by Moscow, 
able to keep their religion alive Although it has been possible 
by their own grass-roots efforts: to learn more about Muslims in 
through hundreds of Koranic the USSR since Gorbachev 
schools and prayer centres and ushered in his policies of peres- 
tfarongh the work and faith of troika and glasnost, no foreign 
thousands of itinerant, unofficial embassy or consular personnel 
•derics. five or work in the USSR’s Mus- 

And despite their numbers, fim regions, and no foreign jour- 

Are you 
prepared for 

Euromarket? 

stand apart, their developers say, community in the stnig 
because they classify consumers Communism.” 
in terms of life-style, motivation At the opposite ei 
and ways of thinking. spectrum, the Euro-pi 

“We study die consumer in all open-minded, enviro 
his aspects — his attitudes, his aware and keen to c 
whims, his habits,” Rajewski world, 
said. “The system is very much “They are the Gre 
related to what one does in daily are into cultural life at 
life.” tive thinking,” Rajewi 

The Eurostyles are the brain- In between come sue 
child of Bernard Cathelat, a pro- ies as the Euro-squa 
feasor of political sciences at the “have a strong sense 
Sorbonne University in Paris, pleasure,” and the Em 
They are based on interviews who are “very ego-ceu 
conducted in 11 EC countries “want to make monei 
plus Austria, Switzerland, Nor- The panel believes 
way and Sweden. - are an indispensable n 

The panel asked a sample of dustrial, media and g< 

24,000 people some 3,500 ques- organisations alike. It 
turns apiece on topics ranging 20 companies have 
from “my philosophy” and “my bought its services, ii 
political programme” to “my Japanese firm dunking 
work” and “my money.” up a subsidiary in Eu 

. They then sifted through tins Clients can commissi 
board of erode information in studies within the 1 
search of the overlaps and cor- framework, it says, anc 
relations which would ultimately plans forlocal surveys t 
crystallise into a recognisable set such sobrieties as the 
of attitudes, feelings and habits between, say, Portugm 

an Eurostyle. ish Eoro-Morabsts. 

In the final marketing product But are there no exc 
the 16 Eurostyles are mapped tite rote, no individuals 
onto a graph which sorts them the Eurostyles ’ class 
according to their openness to Rajewski was doubtfu 
chang e, how important property ‘Everyone can be [ 
is to them, and whether they category,” she said. ‘ 
behave emotionally or rationally, much more in commoi 
The Euroctrict, for example, think.” 
are “decidedly moralistic with a Boro-dandy — the 
strong repressive trait,” the panel group, they want abc 
says in its sample pack. They view show off. Appearam 
the Europe of 1992 as “a united most for them. 


“Whether they Hke it or not, 
everyone in market research now 
has to conduct multinational sur- 
v ey*, b ecame the market is being 
thrown open,” she said. 

The EC’s plans to (fismantie all 
internal restrictions on trade by 
Ex pose a tag problem for many 
b®sue&es — how to extend suc- 
cess is their home markets 
heyond national borders. 

The Band’s answer is to pick 
out the social strands which 
i weave a common EC fabric, from 
the wealthy conse r vatism of the 
Erao-gentry “the golfers” — to 
the fr ustration of the impover- 
ished Eoib-blvhfedos, the forgot- 
ten people of Europe. 

Aimed with this knowledge, it 
BQfc. the intrepid marketeer can 
tune into the spi ri t of the times 
^confidently aim his wares at 
potential customers from Man- 
chester to Milan. 

“The system combines seg- 
mentation and mtcraationalBa- 
tion, and that makes it unique,” 
Rajewski said. “You can work on 
an w ii iwi Mi w h mI level but stiB 
target a market with precision.” 

There have been pan-Eoro- 
pean smveys before, but these 
ftkfrlmge^ to demographic and *• 
economic data. The Eurostyles 


community in the struggle against 
Communism.” 

At the opposite end of the 
spectrum, the Euro-pioneers are 
open-minded, environmentally 
aware and keen to change the 
world. 

“They are the Greens. They 
are into cultural life and innova- 
tive thinking,” Rajewski said. 

In between come such categor- 
ies as the Euro-squadra, who 
“have a strong sense of bodily 
pleasure,” and the Euro-rockies, 
who are “very ego-centred” and 
“want to make money.” 

The panel believes Eurostyles 
are an indispensable tool for in- 
dustrial, media and government 
organisations alike. It says some 
20 companies have already 
bought its services, including a 
Japanese firm thinking of setting 
up a subsidiary in Europe. 

Clients can commission further 
studies within the Eurostyles 
framework, it says, and there are 
plans for local surveys to esta bl is h 
sttch sobrieties as the difference 
between, say, Portuguese and Ir- 
ish Euro'Moiatists. 

But are there no exceptions to 
the rule, no individuals who elude 
die Eurostyles’ classifications? 
Rajewski was doubtful. 

“Everyone can be put into a 
category,” she said. “We have 
much more in common than we 
think. ” 

Euro-dandy — the youngest 
group, they want above all to 
show off. Appearances count 
most for them. 


nalist are based there. 

But according to Edward 
Allworth, of the Central Asian 
Centre at New York's Columbia 
University, Western and Middle 
Eastern nations disregard the 
“rumble of change in contempor- 
ary Turkestan only at great, long- 
term risk.” 

For “very soon.” be warns,, 
“developments in Turkestan will 
increasingly affect nearby re- 
gions.” 

All the major Muslim nationa- 
lities in die USSR have relatives 
in neighbouring countries with 
whom they share dose e thnic and 
religions ties. 

Two million Tajiks and more 
than one million Uzbeks live in 
Afghanistan. Poor hundred 
thousands Turkmen live in Iran, 
and Kazakhstan and Kirghizia 
share a frontier with China, with , 
its own large Muslim population. 

Certainly the binding force of , 
Islam extends across the Soviet 
south and beyond, yet the forces 
for change within Soviet Turkes- 
tan so far “have carefully avoided 
making their appeal religious,” 
The New York Times noted re- 
cently, because of fears that Mos- 
cow might cite religious extrem- 
ism as a reason to suppress them. 

In fact, the newspaper adds, 
radicals form only a small and 
isolated minority among Soviet 
Muslims. 

And Amir Taberi, author of 
the recently published Crescent 
in a Red Sky, says that while 
“some believe that the way is now 
open for Muslim regions to regain 
control of their own destiny, few 
dream of independence, which 
would mean the breakup of the 
USSR.” 

As an unsigned artilce in the 
magazine Tnrkistan explained re- 
cently, the Muslims of the USSR 
“demand a solution, not a revolu- 
tion” — Aramco World. 

Euro-business — the young 
wolves. Ambitious and competi- 
tive, they consider the worid a 
jungle. 

Euro-rockies — leave school at 
18. Ego-centred, they want to 
have money and spend it, but 
don’t want responsibility. 

Euro-squadra — hedonists, 
they 

are keen on bodily pleasure, lei- 
sure and sport Higher propor- 
tion in southern countries. 

Euro-romantics — the dream- 
ers and cocooners whose life re- 
volves around the family. Many 
found in Germany. 

Euro-ohidados — they are 
among the poorest EC citizens, 
concerned with material things 
and suspicious of change. 

Euro- vigilantes — conformists, 
they are frustrated at their lack of 
spending power and sceptical ab- 
out unfamiliar things. 

Euro-pradent — among the 
most resistant to change, they 
take a cautions, practical view of 
life. 

Euro-strict — highly educated 
and moralistic, with a strong rep- 
ressive trait. Hard-working and 
mindful of their position. 

Euro-gentry — the golfers. 
Self-styled aristocrats. Tradi- 
tionalists but less fanatical than 
the Euro-strict. 

Euro-citizens — community 
leaders and organisers. They are 
sensible and public-spirited. 

Euro-scout — an older group. 
Of average income, they are 
humanists with religious values. 

Euro-pioneers — the shakers 
and movers. Environmentally 
aware, well-educated and 
affluent. Into travel and culture. 

Euro-protest — the hi pp ies . 
Less well off, into innovative 
values, anti-establishment Want 
to change the worid. 

Euro-defence — - right-wing 
and xenophobic. 

Euro-moralists — conserva- 
tive. Then; moral values are im- 
portant to them. 


A Katla Sabet 

CAIRO — The ooncept of a 
“global village” touted by com- 
munications experts took new 
meaning recently for the many 
Arabs who live in Europe. Uang- 
the latest technology, a young 
entrepreneur who has risen to be 
the youngest film producer in 
Egypt took advantage of Cairo’s 
recent cinema festival to 
announce the creation of an Arab 
TV channel scheduled to start 
broadcasting from London this 
spring. 

; Mefadat A! Cherif disclosed his 
new project before a crowd o i 
celebrities from tile entertain- 
ment world. 

“The idea to set up an Arab 
channel was bom from the long- 
ing that many Arabs living in 
adoptive countries feel for the 
type of media they enjoyed back 
home,” explained Atef Ibr ahim , 
chief executive for one of A1 
CheriFs many companies. 
“Although they often have the 
opportunity to watch Arab video 
movies, these exiles aren’t satis- 
fied with movie productions be- 
cause they don’t portray real ev- 
eryday life back tome; what they 
want is the real thing, informa- 
tion on current events within the 
social context they remember.” 

To start with the Arab channel 
is scheduled to broadcast from 7 
a.m. to noon and offer a conde- 
nsed version of a full 24-bo nr 
programming including the 
Koran, which will start the day, 
special shows for children, news 
bulletins, cultural happenings, 
dramas and sports coverage. 

“We will receive our news every- 
day from the news agencies, and 
the channel will buy cultural 
programmes from a variety of 
Arab nations,” Atef Ib rahim 
said. “But we hope to have dra- 
ma series and plays produced just 
•for our channel; these will talc, in 
account social trends and prob- 
lems of particular interest to 
Arabs living abroad. Of course 
the slice of prog ramming set aside 
for fiction works will also present 
the best productions from the 
Middle East and the Maghreb.” 

The public will be able to re- 
ceive the channel — temporarily 
called “Arab Channel” — via 
cable or satellite. At first viewers 


will pay nothing to tune in, which 
should enable the public to 
famflarise itself with the format, 
sponsors tope. Right now work is 
progressing at the London build- 
ing where headquarters wfll be 
located. The equipment was pro- 
vided by Tarrndo Film, another 
firm from the A1 Cherif group. 

At the helm will be a veteran of 
Egypt’s radio. Dr. Mohammed 

ists such as art critic ^aghih 
Khairi, and of coarse A1 Cherif 
himself, whose interest for any- 
thing to do with film or television 
production never wavers, Atef 
Ibr ahim said. 

While some question the 
choice of location tor the station 
— Paris was mentioned as a more 
central location than London for 
a European channel — Atef Ibra- 
him pointed out that the distance 
between the two capitals is short. 
And language was an important 
factor, be added. A majority of 
the shareholders who finan ced 
the channel speak English and 
live in England. 

A resident of Germany, Leila 
AI Baggbomi expressed her en- 
thusiasm for the project. “I admit 
that German television is very 
interesting, especially when it 
comes to news and documentar- 
ies; and we also get from France 
and Germany exellent cultural 
pro g ramm es. But all of os living 
abroad feel a certain nostalgia for 
broadcasts in the Arabic language 
which tell us about our country 
and our roots.” she commented. 
“And what’s very important is 
that it will enable our children 
who grow up in a foreign culture 
to hear the language of their 
country spoken by people other 
than their parents.” 

Other comments came from a 
famous couple, actor Mosben 
Mohieddme and his wife, actress 
Nesrine: “The fact that the new 
channel will borrow films and 
television series from Egypt will 
stimulate us and encourage us to 
improve,” he noted. “This chan- 
nel opens up incredible vistas, it 
will more than double our audi- 
ence.” 

“Foreigners will become ac- 
quainted with our production,” 
Nesrine said. “I don’t know tow 
the TV people will manage the 



Medbat Al Cherif announces the creation of an Arab television 
channel to broadcast from London. 


dubbing or the adding of substi- 
tles. but for sure the channel will 
increase the size of our audience. 
It will be an incentive for the 
writers, actors and producers. In 
the long term the Arabic Channel 
will have a great impact on 
quality.” 

For art critic and director Rafik 
Al Sabban, the creation of the 
channel is a needed parallel to 
what has happened in the written 
media with the publication of 
Arabic newspapers in many fore- 
ign countries. “There was an 
urgent need for a TV channel that 
would give an outlet to the great 
effort under way to popularise 
Arabic literature, and show the 
world films, plays and other artis- 
tic endeavours that a foreign pub- 


lic would never see otherwise.” 
he said. “Modern painting, for 
example, is very sophisticated in 
the Arabic Worid, and this colour 
channel is an open door to a 
much greater audience.” 

“My first thought is for the 
artistic impact of the Arabic 
Channel because that's my field,” 
Sabban admitted, “but I don’t 
doubt that it will have a positive 
effect in many other domains.” 
Is the world ready for a global 
ullage, ready to share and accept 
different cultures? Medhat Al 
Cherif and his team are betting 
that the miracles of modern tech- 
nology are also changing man’s 
perception of his environment as 
limited by borders and traditions 
— World News Link. 


The population bomb about to explode 


By Norman Myers 

WE DON’T hear much about the 
population any more, except 
occasional noises that the issue is 
pretty much over on the grounds 
that fertility rates have been de- 
rfinifia in most of tiie developing 
woiiaT But the problem is as 
problematical as ever. True, 
there is better news on certain 
fronts. Overall, however, the 
population explosion is poised to 
enter its most dramatic phase. 

The past 60 years have seen a 
far greater increase in human 
numbers, from two billion to five 
billion, than in human kind’s en- 
tire hikory. Bat that is nothing 
compared with what is to come. 
During the next 40 years we may 
well see another five billion 
added. 

Moreover, this is a medium 
projection. If more countries fol- 
low the regrettable example of 
the Philippines and most conn- 
tries of sub-Saharan Africa by 
allowing their population growth 
rate to keep on rising, the ulti- 
mate total for hmnanltind’s num- 
bers is projected to reach well 
over 14 billion people. 

But if, by contrast, most coun- 
tries follow the splendid examples 
of China, Sooth Korea, Taiwan, 
Java, Thailand, Kerala State in 
India, Sri Lanka, Tunisia and 
Cuba, we shall end up with a 
projected total erf little more than 
eight billion people. The differ- 
ence erf six billion people is way 
more than exist on Earth right 
now. 

According to the Worid Hun- 
ger Project at tiie University erf 
Rhode Island, if all humans were 
to confine themselves to a strictly 
vegetarian diet. Earth could, with 
present levels of agro-technology 
and equal distribution of food, 
support a maxim am of six billion 


Suppose we accept a rough 
a ppr o xim ate average of 25 per 
cent of the 450 million women “at 
risk” in the Thud World, or 113 
miTKfw i in an. 

Even this relatively small num- 
ber would be enough to reduce 
the ultimate population by many 
hundreds of millions. 

To supply contraceptive ser- 
vices to these women would cost 
an average of $15 per head, or 
almost $1.7 billion on top of 
present annual femfly-pfannmg 
outlays (China excepted) of ab- 
out SI InSion. 


There remains a 
compulsion to keep 
on producing chil- 
dren in order to en- 
sure survival. 


Secondly, we should bolster 
parents* motivation for smaller 
families — a far more complex 
and expensive challenge than un- 
met needs. A prime factor lies 
with infant mortality: without 
assurance for parents that their 
offspring will survive, there wfll 
remain a compulsion to keep on 
producing children in order to 


Population growth 


ensure that “enough” reach 
adulthood. This compulsion will 
not be reduced as along as Third 
Worid communities experience 
the demographic haemorrhage of 
40,000 children dying each day. 

Fortunately the challenge of 
reducing infant mortality is tech- 
nologically feasible and surpri- 
singly cheap. Immunisation of 
children against the great killer 
diseases such as measles, whoop- 
ing cough, and tetanus, need cost 
no more than SI. 50 per child. 

In addition there is the need for 
a comprehensive educational 
campaign in favour of breast 
feeding, since bottle-fed infants 
are 25 times more likely to die 
than breast-fed babies. 

Despite the size of the popula- 
tion problem, there has been 
some better news on several 
fronts. The achievements of Chi- 
na, Taiwan and a dozen other 
countries in bringing their fertility 
rates plunging in just a couple of 
decades have exceeded the best 
expectations of demographers. 
Many of these countries are well 
on the way to reaching replace- 
ment fertility by the end of the 
century of shortly thereafter. 

Fortunately population policy 
makers have recently agreed, for 
the first time ever, on specific 
demographic targets to slow 
population growth more than has 
been achieved to date. According 
to the unprecedented agreement 
reached at the International 
Forum on Population in the 21st 
Centmy held in Amsterdam last 
November, the cumber of cou- 
ples using contraceptives must be 
increased to 535 million if the 
global population is to reach only 


6.25 billion people by the year 

2000. 

But to achieve that target, 
population funding must be in- 
creased from S3 billion per year 
now to $9 billion. Large as this 
increase sounds, it is easily within 
ocr means. It is equivalent to 
only three days of military spend- 
ing worldwide in 1989. Which 
outlay would give us the greater 
all-round and enduring security? 
Moreover in the wake of the Cold 
War’s ending, Nato cutbacks 
could amount to $100 million as 
early as next year. What better 
way to use a small part of the 
savings than by taking the many 
proven measures to defuse tiie 
population bomb? 

in 1970 only half a dozen Third 
Worid governments accepted tiie 
need for planning of any sort, but 
today more than 70 governments 
are committed to the cause, albeit 
with often a mere fraction of the 
energy and urgency required in 
practice. 

Curiously, while Fust Worid 
governments are all too ready to 
urge the virtues of population 
planning on Third Worlders, not 
a single Fust World government 
has established a population poli- 
cy of its own. How many Bri- 
tishers can be sustainably sup- 
ported within a purely British 
context, let alooe the broader 
context of Britain's impact on the 
planetary ecosystem? 

Plainly we all need to look at 
our population situation with re- 
gard to Earth's carrying capacity. 
To point a critical finger at Third 
World “laggards” is akin to 
asserting “Your end of the boat is 
sinking.” — The Guardian. 


: were to derive 15 per 
cent of their calories from animal 
pr o te in , as do many people in 
Sooth America today, tiie total 
would slump to four billion; and 
if they gained 25 per cent from 
animal protein, as is the case with 
most people in North America, 
then the Earth could support only 
three bflton. 

Bnt as Professor Paul Ehrlich 
of Stanford University points out, 
between 1985 and 1988 worid 
population increased by 5 per 
cent, while per-capita food out- 
put declined by 5 per cent. 

What do we need to do if we 
are to slow population growth 
much fester than to date? 

first we should supply femfly- 
pbmmng services to all those am- 
pks who possess the motivation 
but lack the “contraceptive hard- 
ware.” The proportion of women 
with such unmet needs ranges in 
different countries from an esti- 
mated 11 per cent to 42 per cent. 
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Gulf Arab central bankers 
urge capital market growth 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Gov- 
eminent spending in Gtilf Arab 
countries so dominates the eco- 
nomies that no incentive remains 
for individuals or groups to raise 
capital for private projects, the 
governor, of Kuwait’s central 
bank has said. 

Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz A1 
Sabah, addressing a conference, 
said state-owned or controlled 
companies also reduced the 
amount of equity available for 
private sector investment 

Many of the state-run firms 
depended on state subsidies, 
again providing no incentive to 
raise funds through the capital 
market, he said. 

Existing GCC markets tended 
to suffer from low liquidity, and 
tittle available information on 
quoted companies, he said. 

Sheikh Salem said the experi- 
ence of major world markets in 
the late 1980s had also proved the 
need for central banks to have the 
power available to control monet- 
ary policy. 

“It is important that the central 
banks have the a p pr op riate tools 
... and have the mandate to use 
these tools," he said. 

The governors urged their 
banks to play a more active role 
in managing the region's cash 
flow and for governments to set a 
firmer base to develop regional 
capital markets. 


The bank leaders said the fu- 
ture economic health of the six 
states of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, die United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), Bahrain, Qatar, 
and Oman — depended on this. 

Projecting their vision, they 
said broad capital markets, back- 
ed by firm legislation to protect 
investors, and dear regulatory 
frameworks, would free the GCC 
states from over-reliance on ml. 

ft would also allow the private 
sector its rightful economic im- 
portance. 

“The capital market in many of 
oar GCC countries cannot yet be 
considered as developed. Ex- 
isting gaps ... eventually will be 
fiUed,” Saudi Arabia Monetary 
Agency chief Hamad Sand AJ 
Sayari told the international 
gathering. 

But he warned GCC financial 
in s t i t ut i on s to help the govern- 
ments in encouraging broader 
markets and savers. 

“Though there has been phe- 
nomenal growth in bank deposits 
in the last two decades, it is 
difficult to claim that h anks have 
played a very active role in mobi- 
lising savings," he said. 

“Banks would do well not to 
lose sight of the correlation be- 
tween savings and investment,” 
he said. 

In the GCC, the oil price ool- 


Thuraday, March 8, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


VS. dollar 
Pound Stating 
Deutscbanark 
Swis banc 


Bar Scfl French franc 116.8 WS 

670.0 674.0 J r 5Sf^£^ focl0 ° ) JSa 

2$n M7 Italian Km (for 100) S3.6 53.9 

Belgian frame (for 10) 187.8 188.9 


Amman Financial Market 


Following is a summary of trading daring last week and the 
previous week: 



March 3-7 

Feb. 24-28 

Daily average 

JD 989,964 

JD 1,096337 

Total volume 

JD 4,949,818 

JD 5,481,187 

Total shares 

2 ,099,500 

2,820251 

No. of contracts 

3,135 

Sectoral trading: 

3,479 

Industrial 

JD 2,707,907 

JD 3394314 


(54.7%) 

(60.1%) 

Financial 

JD 1,469,709 

JD 859354 

4 

(29.6%) 

(15.7%) 

Service 

(13.7%) 

(22.3%) 

Insurance 

(2.0%) 

(1.9%) 

Share price index 

1373 

139.2 

No. of companies 

70 

68 

Price movement (rise) 12 

23 

(decline) 

49 

26 

(stable) 

9 

19 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6280/90 

1.1795/805 

1.7005/12 

1.9145/55 

1.5078/85 

35.29/34 

5.7470/520 

1255/1256 

151.20/30 

6.1585/635 

6.5705/55 

6.5130/80 

39830/398.70 


U.5. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
I talian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Index-linked buying boosted Japanese shares but the 
market retreated from a midday peak. The Nikkei index dosed 
302.23 higher at 33,993.12. 


HONG KONG — Profit-taking carried the Hang Seng index down 
3.06 to 2,912.67. 


SINGAPORE — Institutional demand for selected bine chips 
lifted the Straits Times industrial index 10.2 points to dose at 
1,586.18. 


BOMBAY — Share prices recovered selectively and ended mixed 


on the last day of the current two-week account, aided by 
(Scanned institutional support. The exchange index rose 3.56 
points to 673.94. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dosed slightly lower after registering 
small gains early in the session. Dealers said the market lacked 
direction and volume was low. The DAX index fell 2.18 to 
1,860.92. 

PARIS — Prices ended bailey above Thursday’s dose. They fell 
after seeing the effect on Wall Street, the dollar and American 
bonds of unexpectedly strong U.S. employment data for Febru- 
ary. The CAC-40 index closed 3.12 higher at 1,921.11. 


ZURICH — Shares ended mostly lower in quiet trading. Prices 
came off early highs after the U.S. employment report and a 
stronger dollar. The Swiss performance index fell two to 1,110. 


LONDON — Shares hovered near the day’s lows in late trading. 
Domestic political worries and a towe r Wall Street wiped out 
morning gains. At 1545 GMT the FTSE 100 index was down 15 at 
2335.0. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips turned Iowa- in late-monring trading, 
faltering after a brief recovery attempt. The Dow was down nine 
at 2,688. 


lapse of the mid-1980s forced 
governments, to pump state 
money into the economy to avoid 
an even more severe recession, 
placing themselves deep in debt 

To prevent a repeat of this, 
GCC governments want to 
spread the harden for growth 
onto the private sector by provid- 
ing more investment opportuni- 
ties at hone to stop some of the 
large outflow of petrodollars to 
Western capital markets. 

They want to diversify from 
large-scale public spending and 
rtato-nm firm s, and from over- 
reliance on the few, huge holding 
c ompani es run by the wealthiest 
regional families. 

The governors said the idea 
was not to prevent GCC capital 
outflows, but to provide an 
alternative for domestic capital, 
and an attraction for foreign in- 
vestors. 

“I do not expect capital flows 
from the region to weaken. The 
prospects for the next few years 


point to two-way capital flows 
between the GCC and the 


between the GCC and the 
world,” said Bahrain Monetary 
Agency Deputy Governor Ibra- 
him Khalifa A1 Khalifa- 
Bahrain’s minister of finance 


said that his country’s offshore 
banking sector was poised for 
sustained growth after a period of 
retrenchment 

Ibrahim Abdul Karim, minister 
of finance and national economy, 
conceded a downslide in the 
bankfog sector once the oil boom 
petered out 

But he said the preliminary 
indications for fiscal 1989 showed 
“the worst has already been left 
behind and the banking sector in 
Bahrain is now poised for take- 
off to a decade of sustained 
growth." 

He told the conference that 
Bah rain had 56 offshore banking 
units at the end of 1988, comman- 
ding total assets of over S68 bil- 
lion. At its peak in 1985, it had 
more than 70 offshore banks. 

He also noted that the GCC as 
well as other Arab countries 
were carefully monitoring the 
possible reperc u ssions of a single 
Europe to be bean in 1992 and 
the impact of the recent changes 
in Eastern Europe. 

As part of its efforts to bec- 
come the GCC financial centre, 
Bahrain has a fledgling stock ex- 
change that it hopes will be a 
central one in the Gulf. 


BAHRAIN (R) — A senior Gulf 
Arab official has accused Euro- 
pean industrialists of blocking a 
nee trade pad between the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
saying the accord was vital to 
GCC economies. 

GCC Secretary-General 
Abdullah Bishara odd a banking 
conference a meeting between 
industrialists from both rides in 
Spain last month had shown the 
EC was unlikely to lift painful 
protective barriers against Gulf 
petrochemicals. 

“We found at the meeting in 

climate for co operated with the 
GCC was negative — Europe 
feels the free flow of our pet- 
rochemicals to Europe is a threat 
but we don't buy that, we cannot 
stomach it any more,” he said. 

“To ns it s imp era tive and 
essential — to them it is threaten- 
ing and secondary,” be said. 

GCC members Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates are spending bflfions of 
dofiars on new petrochemical and 
ahmnmum projects among in- 
dustrial schemes aimed at diver- 
sifying their economies, which 
are heavily dependent on crude 
oil sales. 

They have been urging the EC, 
their main trading partner, to lift 
tariffs on these key GCC exports 
to help narrow a trade deficit 
which reached $4.4 billion in 
1988. 

Bishara said GCC foreign 
ministera would state their views 
“dearly and forcibly” at their 
first meeting with EC counter- 
parts in Muscat on March 17. 

EC foreign minis t er s last De- 
cember agreed a mandate for a 
free trade pact that includes a 
lengthy transition period before 
scrapping duties and quotas. 
GCC officials say the mandate. 


the basis for trade negotiations, 
does not go far enough. 

“A major co m pon en t of our 
development in the 1990s is to 
structure and develop our trade 
relations with Enrope — this 
means we must have a trade 
agreement to ensure die flow of 

OUT petroche micals ," Bushara 
said. 

He said the Europeans had told 
Gulf industrialists the flow of 
petrochemicals was a strategic 
issue which should not be left to 
vagaries of the market or the 
wmms of Gulf exporters. 

They also believed die GCC 
petrochemical industry was 
heavily subsidised, which was a 
misconception, be said. 

“I have very little optimism 
that a fair and equitable agree- 
ment can be reached — we did 
not see eye to eye,” he arid. 

Bishara said GCC states should 
reach out to European con- 
sumer lobbies who would be- 
nefit from cheaper petrochemic- 
als and whose voice was being 
s u ppres s ed by the EC industrial- 
ists. 

“The European industrialist 
lobby has too much power and 
has more influence over poiiti- 
dans than I thought,” he said. 

“The industrialists do not see 
the strategic importance of an 
accord between the GCC and the 
EC — they are totally devoid of 
compassionate consideration of 
our position,” be said. 

Bishara said the EC business- 
men had suggested the GCC 
should concentrate more on mar- 
kets in the United States and 
Japan, whose firms were more 
involved in joint venture GCC 
projects. 

“We told them that when we 
asked for their participation they 
turned their backs on us and even 
now they are welcome to join 
hands with us — on that note we 
parted,” Bishara said. 


Libyan parliament 
demands state role 


GCC chief criticises 
EC industrial stance 


TRIPOLI (R) — Libya’s parlia- 
ment has set the government a 
tough tesk — 1 spend more on 
state-owned industries, keep sub- 
sidies cm goods and food, save 
jobs, provide cheaper loans and 
give as many people as possible 
access (o imports. 

Despite pleas for realism from 
Libyan leader Moammar Qadha- 
fi, a majority of delegates has 
opted in a big way for state 

intervention and only a marginal 
role for the private sector. 

Most members of the parlia- 
ment, known as the General Peo- 
ple’s Congress, also want a 
dampdown on the “grey market” 
in imported goods. 

Private e n te r prise 1ms been a 
dirty phrase dur i n g the congress. 

Delegates have heard Qadhafi 
and several secretaries (minis- 
ters) attacking “brokering” — 
the prejorative expression for 
buying goods cheap and selling 
dear. 

The usual sources of the goods 
are neighbouring Tunisia or gov- 
ernment shops which not all peo- 
ple can reach. 

Justice Secretary (minister) 
KgwtfMrn A1 Ff enshm, m a res- 
ignation speech, complained that 
Libyan cnikiren were running 
round the streets selling 
cigarettes when children in Pales- 
tine were fighting the Israelis. 

“Traders and their gimmicks 
have sprung up all over foe place. 
Many people are not ashamed to 
practise brokerage and even en- 
courage their children to do the 
same,” he added. 

Qadhafi portrayed private 
traders as parasites who sought to 
seduce innocent people into 
buying their goods by offering as 
wide a variety as possible. 

“They say supply depends on 
demand, but supply should de- 
pend on need,” he said. 

Mott delegates have demanded 

that the authorities enforce price 
controls, provide more cheap 
loans, save jobs in the pubhc 
sector and subsidise exports, if 
necessazy through barter arrange- 
ments. 

The only aspect of liberation to 
gain widespread s u pp o rt has been 
in imports, to which as many 
groups as possible, such as indi- 
viduals and the farmers unions, 
want to have access. 


One delegate suggested abo- 
lishing subsidies.oa foodstuffs, an 
idea which his colleagues treated 
as astonishing. The speaker’s 
staff dW not indnde it in policy 
guidelines for the gov e rnment. 

Qadhafi, in a speech to the 
congress, criticised what he called 
consumerism and advocated hard 
work and ascetic self-denial as the 
answers to Libya’s chronic econo- 
mic problems. 

The country has spent tens of 
h infons of dollars of oil revenues 
on individual and industrial pro- 
jects over the past 20 years but 
productivity is low, costs are high 

cent of foreign exchange receipts. 

Ministry reports on industry 
say factories suffer from poor 
maintenance and shortages of 
staff, spare parts and raw mate- 
rials. 


Light industrial production was 
stalk in the first nine months of 
1989, compared with the same 
period of 1988, and since sales fell 
five per cent, the companies have 
large stocks of unsold goods. 

To increase productivity in 
heavy industry, foe government is 
proposing tower customs duties 
on raw materials, more protec- 
tion from foreign competitors, 
more government investment and 
export subsidies. 

Libyan officials say they are 
pinning their hopes on produc- 
tion by “tashanuxyas”, private 
partnerships in which every work- 
er must share in the c ap i ta l and 
the profits. 

More than 50 state-owned 
co mp anies have also been con- 
verted into partnerships with the 
same legal status as those set op 
independently but a min i s t ry re- 
port said tiie change had not 
solved their production prob- 


The idea of private companies 
taking on employees, to expand 
remains completely anathema be- 
cause under Qadbafi’s economic 
theory earning a wage is a form of 
slavery. 

The partnerships are active in 
trade and services such as plumb- 
ing, hairdressing and car and ap- 
pliance repairs. But the ideologic- 
al atmosphere makes for a preca- 
rious existence. 


Strike freezes $30b 
of Israeli securities 


TEL AVIV (R) — A strike has 
dosed the Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
diange (TASE) at least until Mon- 
day and members are considering 
an over-foe counter operation. 

The exchange said Thursday 
negotiations with clerks and com- 
puter operators seeking better 
wages were at a standstill. 

“If the workers do not return 
to work Monday, we may have to 
look for a new alternative, includ- 
ing opening a new exchange,” 
TASE managing director Yossi 
NItzani told Renters. 

are acting on the assump- 
tion that the exchange will not 
reopen even after Monday.” 
The strike has effectively 
frozen about $30 biffion of assets 
in equity, bonds and notes. Israeli 
companies face cash shortages 
became they are unable to sell 


had to get short-term loans from 
banks to meet obligations,” said 
EHahn Ben Amram, a Bank 
Hapoatim vice president. 

TASE authorities are prepar- 
ing for limited telephone trading 
without the need tor workers to 


cany out urgent t ransacti ons. 
Members, mostly banks and 


large brokers, say they have also 
began to investigate an over-the- 
counter market to replace the Tel 
Aviv exchange if problems con- 
tinue. 


“Finns and private investors 


The workers are demanding a 
pay rise following the very suc- 
cessful volume and revenue fi- 
gures for the stock market in 
1989. Nitzani said workers had 
rejected an offer of a 10 per cent 
pay rise and a two-months boons. 

The strike is legal, so manage- 
ment cannot force the workers 
back to their jobs. 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The 
ramakfeat of Poland’s year-old 
Foreign Investment Agency has 
offered Kuwaitis stakes in erode 
oil refining, textile and shipping 
industries as well as investment 
opportunities in health spas. 

“We haveoo other choice.. .we 
are anticipating several teg bank- 
ruptcies m Poland,” Zbigniew 
Piotrowski told Reuters after 
meeting Kuwaiti businessmen. 

He raid his country was facing 
“a s trong depression making ex- 
isting industries very attractive at 
relatively cheap prices.” 

He offered local businessmen a 
project for medi c al tourism. “We 
have lakes and coanbyade. They 
can invest in medical treatment 
centres and attract Kuwaitis and 
their famflw-m to diem." 


Polish Foreign Trade Minister 
Martin Swiecxcki also visited 
Kuwait last week to promote 
exports and offer investment 
opportunities. 

Kuwait, which has an extetaive 
downstream oil network in West- 
ern Europe, has so far shown 
interest in acquiring shares in two 
Polish refineries in Gdansk and 
Flock which have a total annual 
output of 15 million tonnes. 

“The negotiations with Kuwait 
over the refineries are still at an 
early stage. We are not plating 
any upper limits (on shares) at 
the moment for any kind of in- 
vestment We are open,” Piot- 
rowski said. 

Kuwait refines some 760,000 
barrel per day fb/d) of its current 
erode output of 1.9 million ted at 


domestic refineries and owns re- 
fineries in Denmark and the 
Netheriands in addition to more 
than 5,000 European petrol sta- 
tions. 

Piotrowski said a group of 
American financiers visited him 
in Warsaw to discuss raising 
capital to upgrade the two re- 
fineries. The 300,000-b/d plant at 
Plock is by far the largest domes- 
tic refinery and accounts for seme 
80 per amt of Poland’s output. 


in need of new technology and 
capital to make profitable ex- 
isting industries which were susi- 
dised under the country’s former 
communist government 

ment in- 


dustry and said “no very teg 
capital is needed in that field to 
become a partner.” 

Pumping fresh cash into Po- 
land’s shipyards was another 
prospect Piotrowski discussed 
with the group. 

He said Pound had extended 
invitations to several oil-rich Gulf 
Arab states to go to Warsaw to 
examine investment opportum- 
ties and help his country “restruc- 
ture the economy and establish 
an access to export markets.” 
Kuwaiti Oil Minister AH Khali- 
fa Al-Sabah flies to Hungary 
Monday in what diplomats de- 
scribed as a serious Kuwaiti drive 
to gain an early foothold in the ml 
industry in Easton Europe fol- 
lowing the recent upheavals 
there. 


Moroccan trade deficit doubles 


RABAT (R) — Morocco’s trade 
deficit doubled last year to more 
than $2 biffion, Finance Minister 
Mohammad Berrada was quoted 
Thursday as saying. 

The 1969 defeat is expected to 
rise to be 18 billion dirhams ($2.3 
bfifion) co mpare d to nine biffion 
in 1968, the business weekly La 
Vic Econoutique reported hnn as 
saying. 

Berrada said imports surged 
last year by 17 per amt while 
exports fell by be tween five and 
six per cent. Remittances from 
expatriate workers and tourism 
receipts both rose by only five per 
cent. 

The magazine said lie gave die 
figures during a recent meeting 


with tax officials in Casablanca. 

Ministers have almost com- 
pleted a package of austerity me- 
asures designed to bring the 
heavily-indebted economy back 
on course, sources dose to the 
government said. 

King Hassan warned on March 
3 of more aus t e r i t y in a state-of- 
the-nation address, blaming high 
energy prices and poor sales of 
phosphate. 

Opposition sources predict stiff 
resistance to die new measures, 
after five yean of beft-tightetring 
that has increased unemployment 
and kept wages tow, 

Morocco is the world's biggest 
ex p o rte r of phosphate and its 


phate exports accounted for just 
over $1.3 billion, die largest fore- 
ign exchange source. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) wants Morocco to 
bring an expected budget deficit 
in 1990 of around 6.5 per cent of 
gross domestic product down to 
3.5 per cent 


derivatives. In 1968 total phos- 


TTiis would mean the tradition- 
al IMF medicine of cuts in sub-' 
sidies and price rises and a possi- 
ble farther slimming down of the 
bloated public sector, economic 
analysts say. 

Morocco — ranked 11th on the 
World Bank’s list of the 17 most 
heavily-indebted Third World 
countries — has debts of between 


$21 and 122 biffion. 

It began an IMF-sponsored 
rea dju stm en t programme in the 
mid-l98Qs which initially brought 
high growth and low inflation. A 
small current account surplus was 
recorded in both 1987 and 1988 
after 13 years in the red. 

But critics said the country 
rem ain e d over-dependent on fac- 
tors outside its control, such as 
energy prices, dollar fluctuations, 
tourism and remittances from 
migrant workers. 

Berrada predicted that the 
trade deficit would improve this 


year, with the r e sump tion since 
November of sales to India of 
phosphoric acid, interrupted by a. 
pricing dispate. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH », 199# 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, dam 11 Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is a perfect day to think out just 
what your particular emotional 
probl em is andinjurt what manner 

st can be senAfy handled m a wefl 
rounded fashion by you. 


ARKS: (March 21 to April 19) 
Help your family to attend to 
whatever famOy obEgatkxss exist. 
You will now know just the right 
to say and do with yonr 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon are happy because a mead 
who was going away is remaining 
here. Maca ix m stni ct w e conv ersa - 
tion am now take place with your 
mate. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Yonr home can be spruced up and 
made more co mfor table now. A 
jaunt with your attachment can 
bring a great deal of pleasure. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 


«i*n your home with open arms. 
Don’t gp ranting off and tearing 
your attachmen t atone today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Rdy upon your best judgement 
and not on your mtnitioa m your 
forties. Get off on a trip wizh your 

attachment and have a wonderful 

fane. . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Younger friends can bring 
you a considerable amount of plea- 
sure. A new look at your home can 
bring much more happiness to you 
and mate: 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A trip with some 
friends is just what wffl help you 
foe most bow. Pc tta mating to do 
what (desses your mate is advisable 
for you. 


Jute 21) Much very good advice 
wiu now be given you in conduct- 
ing your duties. a prom- 

inent woman friend in your borne 
for- success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
day to go Dutch treat in recreation 
with your friends. Be pre pare d for 
surprise events and unexpected 
h a p penings with your mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Welcome those from a distance 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 u 
January 20) A rift can be caused by 
a determination to have your cm 
way at home. Put more emotional 
fervour into your romantic life. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Invite as many outside 
associates as possible into your 
home for a h ap py tune. You can 

nOW intimnti- miiHm with 

yonr romantic attachment. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A good time to rfnmss with 
family ways to improve your home . 
This s the right tune to go off on a 
jaunt with your at ta c hm ent. 


THE Daily Crossword by B«tty Jorgenson 


ACROSS 
1 “Song — 

Blue" 

5 Sky pilot 
10 we forgel" 

14 Jecob's twin 

15 Bounding 
main 

16 Numerical 
prefix 

1? Pro foe 
IB Uther wee his 
father 
20 In want 

22 Short jackets 

23 Pflote 

25 Neap or ebb 

27 Waite table 

28 Ger. Mrs. 

29 Haggard novel 

32 Indian 

33 Lover of 4D: 
var. . 

35 Prevaricators 

37 Lubricant 

38 Use effort 

39 Describing 
"The Idylls ot 
the King" 

41 Instance 

42 Comp. pL 

43 Charged 
atoms 

44 Fads 
48 Copies 

47 Duped 

48 Duplicate 

51 Metrical feet 

52 Knights' place 
55 ivory color 

59 Cathedral pert 

60 Pindar a.g. 

61 USSR river 
82 Wagers 

63 Pretenses , 

84 Agents for 
short 


JHI 

am 

an 


* NVTWBihm Madia Swufc aa . foe. 
All RlgMs DMarwMl 


DOWN 

1 Red or Black 

2 Middy letters? 

3 A Cole 

4 Queen of 
Cemeiat 

5 Fireplace 
„- Implements 
8 Sour liquids 


7 Gainsay 

8 Tease 

9 Alfonso's 
queen 

10 Lanya or 
Lehmann? 

11 Resound 

12 Shock deeply 

13 Salts 

19 Lose weight 
21 Shoe w idth 

23 Sequential 
games 

24 War survival 
system 

25 Indeed 

26 A naming 

27 Markets 

28 Bazaars 

29 Shoddy stuff 

30 — around 
(played idly) 

31 Cigar ends 

33 Bank outlays 

34 Magic sword 
36 Shot from 

ambush 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Setved: 


nnnnfifiR ufifi mran 
nnnnnpin am non 
nnnGFinra nnnirann 
nan nnnn amnaii 
nrann nnr*n nnnn 
nmnm non nnnran 
nnaaran naannnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn rcnnrann 
nnmn nnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn raring nnn 
nnnnnon annnnna 
nnn nnn nnnnnnn 
nnn nnn nnnnrcnn 


40 John or Jane 50 Eject 

44 Sky streakers 51 Nile's saored 

45 Steal from bird 

48 Henry VIII had 53 Peak 

two 54 Fuss 

47 Disloyal 56 Raw metal 

48 Seafood item 57 Forty winks 

49 Easy gatt 58 High railways 


Poland seeks large Kuwaiti investments 


“We’re out of eggs. It’s a 
hard-boiled onion.” 


B)Tf Tj* that scrambihi word game 
P »J Pin fay Henri Arnold and Bob Lbs 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary wonts. 


HAABS 


"SteRSS 

— 

THAN 

c 


:■ 



1 YAMSI 

Li 


VI 





LOFUND 


^arrange foe circtedtettera to 
tom the surprise answer, as an- 
fl«todl by the atxwrcartoon. 


Prim answer hem: THEY 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumbteK: WHEAT DAILY SUGARY FIRING 

| Answer: The hom^^^jyw^monay on titan does 
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Virginia Slims of Florida: 

Seles, Mandlikova, Shriyer 
upset in the third round 


BOCA RATON, Honda (AP)— 
Second seed Monica Seles, num- 
ber six Hana Mandlikova and 
madbeL seven Pam Shriver were 
upset Thusday in the third round 
of die Virginia SKms of Florida, 
but rookie Jennifer Capriati beat 
number eight Nathalie Taimat in 
her third professional match. 

Sales, of Yugoslavia was upset 
by lOth^eededLanra Gfldemes- 
ter 6-1, 7-5. Mandlikova was 
bounced by Amanda Coetzer of 
South Afnca 2-6, 6-2, 6-3, and 
ShrivCT lost to -fellow American 
Dinky van Rensburg, 7-5, 6-1. 

Shriver became so angry at her 
peTfbnnance that she kicked a 
chair and fractured hex toe. 

Capriati, 13, rallied from a 
slow start to beat Taimat ranked 
16th in the world, 6-4, 6-2. Hie 
eighth-grader plays lOth-ranked 
Helena Sokova oif Czechoslova- 
kia in the quarterfinals. 

Three other seeded players 
managed to get through to the 
final eight. 

Third seed Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez eliminated 12th-seeded 
Judith Wiesner of Austria 6-4, 
6-1. Sokova, tl^e fourth seed, 
battled bade to defeat Halle CSof- 
fi 4-6, 6-4, .6-1, and fifth-seeded 


Jana Novotna of Czechoslovakia 
routed Angelica Gavakkm 6-1, 
6*0. 

After losing die first set 7-5, 
Shriver kicked a chair and frac- 
tured her right big toe. After the 
match, she had her foot examined 
and learned she wili be out 3-6 
weeks. ' 

"I knew right away something 
was hurt,” Shriver said. “I 
needed to get out a little frustra- 
tion but I picked the wrong mode 
to do it.” 

Seles, ranked sixth in the 
world, offered no excuses for the 
straight-set loss to GQdemeister, 
who out-hit the usually hard- 
hitting Seles. 

“I knew she hits the ball very 
hard, but 1 didn’t expect that she 
would get that many balls in, 
Seles said. “She was just better 
today.” 

In doubles play, Brenda 
Schultz and Andrea Temesvari 
defeated Capriati and Bflhe Jean 
King, 6-3, 6-2. Novotna and 
Sokova beat Penny Barg and. 
Peanut Lome-Huper, 6-2, 6-4. 
Shriver and Mandnkova forfeited 
their match to Rene Simpson and 
Adriana Vfilagran-ReainL 


Association president to be fined 


SALZBURG, Austria fR) — 
Australian Chris Dittmar is to be 
fined and disciplined by the Inter- 
national Squash Players’ Associa- 
tion (ISP A), of which he is presi- 
dent, for withdrawing from next 
week’s Finnish Open to play ex- 
hibition matches. 

The exhibition aeries is a gainst 
world number one Jahangir Khan 
in the Middle East, and Dittmar 
explained Thursday why be de- 


cided to {day there ’instead of in 
Finland. 

World number three Dittmar, 
in Sahbmg to defend his Au- 
strian Open tide, sakt“I signed 
up for the Middle East deal sever- 
al months ago, believing that it 
was taking place the week after 
the Finland tournament and was 
only my error when Jahangir tele- 
phoned me after seeing my name 
on the Finnish draw. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WfTH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TAKKAH HIRSCH 
t*B® Tf * urw MmM Sentcaa. Inc. 


Q.!— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4 A 9842 ■'76 CQ3 4 Q 106*2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North Cast South 

it-' r * — -2-v ■ 

What do you bid now? v-rV 

0-2— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

45 CAJStt <CA1«53 *AKQ 
The bidding has proceeded: 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

What do you bid now? 
Q.4r-Ndther vulnerable, as South 


South 

West 

North 

East 

1 T 

1 4* 

2 <7 

Pass 

2 4 

Pt»5 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 : 

fuss 

3 NT 

DM 


What action do you take? 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, yon 
hold: 

4 Al« 9QJ CKQ1Q8A 4AQ54 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

I v Pass 1 ‘7 Pass 


you hold: * 

4AKJ964 7AQ9 0AKfi3.#Void 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

2 4 Pass 3 4 Pass 

3 0 Pass 3 7 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5— Easi-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4 US 9*4 0J3 4AQ9854 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

10 DM 3 0 ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A54 9KJ 0AJOT43 4 A 18 
What is your opening bid? 

Look Tor answers on Monday. 


WANTED FOR RENT 
for 

Diplomatic Mission Families 

Unfurnished villas, semi-villas, and apartments of 
various sizes, in the following areas: 4th-8th Circles, 
Abdoun, Sweifieh, Um Utheineh, Rabieh, Um-Sum- 
maq, and/or Jandaweel. 

The houses required should have deluxe finishing, 
and 5 years old or less: and consisting of the 
following: a minimum of 3 bedrooms including a 
master bedroom, sitting and dining rooms, modem 
kitchen, two full baths, and other amenities. 

Owners only, please send to the following 
address, details and floor plans. Please in- 
clude owner’s name, address and telephone 

m,mbef ' Housing Office 

P.O. BOX 354 

Amman - Jordan 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 62*155 


BILOXI 
BLUES 

FeririnMnm2 3JQ,fc30.fc3Q 



Becker narrowly averts defeat 


INDIAN WELLS (R) — Boris 
Becker came within two points of 
defeat Thursday before recover- 
ing to claim a place in the quar- 
terfinals of the million-doll ar 
nwmpiuM Cup tennis tourna- 
ment. 

Becker needed six match 
points to fend off aggressive Au- 
strian Horst Skoff, the 16th seed, 
6-4, 1-6, 7-6 in a match that lasted 
two hoars 44 minutes. 

Skoff led 5-4 in the third-set 
tiebreaker with two of his own 
serves to come but could not 
dazm victory as -the top-seeded 
West German finally prevailed by 

One seed to fell was third-seed 
American Brad Gilbert, who lost 
to Emilio Sanchez of Spain. The 
14th-seeded Sanchez played 
steadily on the slow hard courts 
and countered Gilbert's net 
attack with his passing shots, win- 
ning the match 6-3, 6-3. 

Stefan Edberg, the second- 
seeded Sweden, needed just 58 
minutes to beat unseeded Spa- 
niard Sergi Bruguera 6-0, 6-3. 
Brnguera, more accustomed to 
day courts, was no match for tbe 
serve and volley talents of 
Edberg. 

Becker served strongly in his 
first set with Skoff, scoring the 
crucial break in die seventh game 
and serving out the set 6-4, with 
an ace. 

Becker looked sluggish in the 
second set, allowing Skoff a 3-0 
lead and missing easy forehands 
and volleys. A double fault from 
Becker contributed to SkofFs 5-1 



Boris Becker 

lead and the Austrian served out 
the set 6-1, with an ace of bis 
own. 

Tbe third set was a battle 
waged mainly from the baseline, 
SkofFs position of preference, 
and a tactic which alm ost cost 
Becker the match. Becker 
reached match point for the first 
time at 5-4, but squandered it 
with A netted backhand return. 

When games reached 6-6 and 
the tiebreak, it was Skoff who 


took the early lead, going ahead 
3-1. Becker broke back for 3-3. 
but Skoff broke for a 5-4 lead 
with a brilliant backhand pass 
down the line, giving him a 
chance to serve out the match. 

Instead, it was Becker who 
seized back the lead, reaching his 
second match point at 6-5 which 
he lost on a forehand pass by 
Skoff. Three more match points 
went by, tbe West German wast- 
ing all of them with errors from a 
tentative forehand. 


Agassi’s Davis Cup anger swells 


INDIAN WELLS (R) — Andre 
Agassi reacted angrily Thursday 
to criticism he received from U.S. 
Davis Cup captain Tom Gorman 
after the teenaged American 
with dr ew from the tie against 
Czechoslovakia in Prague later 
this month. 

Agassi said he was outraged at 
Gorman’s questioning of his com- 
mitment to Davis Cap play after 
he had withdrawn, citing schedul- 
ing conflicts. 

"‘If he doesn’t drastically 
change bow he’s handling the 
team, it would only be harmful to 
keep him in this position,” Agassi 
said. 

Gorman said Wednesday that 
be was ‘‘tmribly disappo i nted” by 
Agassi’s deaaon..‘“It , s become 
more of a concern for me, ques- 
tioning his commitment to the 
unique aspects of Davis Cup,” 
Gorman said. 


Aaron Krickstein, ranked 
sixth, has agreed to replace world 
number eight Agassi. Agassi hart 
been named to the team Monday 
along with Brad Gilbert and the 
doubles team of Rick Leach and 
Jim Pugh. Jay Berger had substi- 
tuted for Agassi in the previous 
round against Mexico. 

Agassi admitted Thursday that 
personal differences with Gor- 
man had influenced his decision 
to w i t hdra w. 

“For him to question my com- 
mitment to tbe Davis Cup team, 
that tells me a lot about the guy,” 
said Agassi, who has competed in 
five previous Davis Cup cam- 
paigns. 

“Fm tired of hying to be di- 
plomatic about it,” he added. 
“He’s a follower in a leader’s 
position and that makes it real 
difficult to get enthusiastic about 
it.” 


Agassi complained that his 
friends and long-time coach, Nick 
BoUettieri, were not allowed to 
be around him during practice 
and socially for the week of the 
Davis Cup tie. 

“I can't play when it’s not 
enjoyable,” Agassi said. “He 
wants us all to be robots. He 
doesn't have the guts to tell peo- 
ple where it’s at.” 

Gorman tried to defuse the 
situation after being told of Agas- 
si’s remarks Thursday. 

“I wish he'd spoke to me so we 
could talk it out, two guys alone. 
Andre has been a good member 
of the tMm and hell be a mem- 
ber in the future," he said. 


Jordan 
participates 
in boat race 


AQABA (Petra) — Jordan 
will take part in an internation- 
al raring boats championship 
to be held in Kuwait on March 
15, according to President of 
the Royal Jordanian Federa- 
tion for Marine Sports Simone 
Khouri. 

In a meeting chaired by 
Minister of Youth Ibr ahim AJ 
Ghababsbeh Friday, Khouri 
briefed the minister on the 
activities of the federation 
locally and internationally. 
According to Khouri, the fed- 
eration has held 23 skiing 
championships, three diving 
championships and two boat* 
races. 

Khouri expressed tbe fed- 
eration’s willingness to hold 
training courses for Jordanian 
divers in order to bring into 
existence a specialised team of 
Jordanian trainers in this sport. 

Ghababsbeh also held a 
meeting with Aqaba Region 
Authority President Bassam 
Qaqish who expressed willing- 
ness to support the youth 
movement in the region. It was 
agreed in the meeting that the 
sports complex in the port city 
of Aqaba be supervised by tbe 
ministry of youth instead of the 
Aqaba Region Authority as of 
the beginning of next year. 


Oldham seeks cup double 


LONDON (R) — Oldham hope 
it will be third time lucky on 
Saturday when they play Everton 
for a place in the quarterfinals of 
the English Football Association 
(F.A.) Cup. 

The second division dub, who 
reached the league cup final 6-3 
on aggregate after losing 3-6 to 
West Ham in the second semifin- 
al leg Wednesday, are at home to 
last year’s losing F.A. Cup final- 
ists in their fifth round second 
replay.. 

The winners will be at home to 
Aston Villa, who have a chance 
to overtake league-leaders Liver- 
pool when they are at home to 
struggling Luton in the first divi- 
sion Saturday. 

Liverpool are at Queen’s Park 
Rangers for an F.A. Cup quarter- 
final Sunday. 

Oldham captain Mike Milligan 
is convinced the midweek reverse 
was just what was needed to 
concentrate the minds of his team- 
mates as they make their treble 
assault on the two cups and prom- 
otion to the first division they left 
in 1923. 

With their league cup run, the 
modest Manchester club are 
through to the first major cup 
final of their 90-year history, but 
second leg reverse ar West Ham 
was a sobering experiene. 

“I didn't enjoy that experience. 
What happened might have done 
us a big favour,” midfielder Milli- 
gan said. “All these games lately 
have left us in a whirl. It's de- 
finitely affected some players. 


Karpov, Timman play to draw 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Jan. 
Timman of the Netherlands held 
former world champion Anatoly 
Karpov of the Soviet Union to a 
draw in the second game of the 
world candidates chess final play- 
ed on Friday. 

Karpov, playing the white 
pieces, had a slight edge right 
from the opening and maintained 
it throughout tbe game which 
lasted four hours. 

With cautious play, Timman 
was able to frustrate Karpov’s 
attempts to obtain more from the 
position. The Dutch grandmaster 
appeared more relaxed despite 
having lost the first game. 

Karpov opened the second 
game by poshing his queen pawn 
two steps forward and Timman 


responded with a knight move, 
leading to the gruenfeld defence 
popularised by world champion 
Garry Kasparov. 

Timman played the first 20 
moves confidently, but after the 
series of exchanges that followed, 
expets at the press centre felt the 
position was better for Karpov and 
that Timman would need to work 
hard for a draw. 

Timman showed that he was 
equal to tbe task. After malting 
his 42nd move, Karpov decided 
to offer a draw which was im- 
mediately accepted by Timman. 
The position was equal with the 
players having four pawns and a 
king each. 


“We needed shaking up. If you 
say we were complacent against 
West Ham, I might not be able to 
argue, but we are determined' 
now to make that result work in 
our favour.” 

When they face Everton Satur- 
day they will be defending a 
33-match unbeaten home record 
on their artificial pitch at Bound- 
ary Park. 

But they could again be with- 
out 25-goal top scorer Andy 
Ritchie, who has been told by 
manager Joe Royle to take as 
long as necessary to shrug off a 
na ggin g groin injury. 

Everton are without Northern 
Ireland midfielder Norman 
Whiteside, who is serving a one- 
match su pension after he was sent 
off in the first 1-1 replay at 
Goodison Park. 

In Saturday’s only other F.A. 
Cup tie, Cambridge United hope 
to become the first fourth division 
team to reach the semifinals when 
they play at home to first division 
Crystal Palace. • 

Palace could he without their 
lethal striking Duo Mark Bright 
and Ian Wright. Bright, the 
club's 15-goal top scorer, is sus- 
pended while his 11-goal partner 
Wright has a blister on his foot. 

Manchester United travel to 
second-division title-candidates 
Sheffield United for their quar- 
terfinal Sunday. 

Cup-holders Liverpool were 
beaten by Queen's Park Rangers 
3-2 in tbe league earlier in the 
season and utility player Steve 
Nicol said his teammates were 
anxious to settle old scores. 


* S \ 
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'MANY VILLAS AND A 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
in Shmeisani. Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342. 682097 


FRIENDS OF ARCHAEOLOGY 


We regret to announce that the lecture to be given by Dr. 
Afistair Nortbedge oa Iris survey and excavations at 
Samaria, Iraq, scheduled for Sunday, March Jl, has been 
postponed tiB Thursday, March 15, at 8.00 pan. at ACOR. 


FOR SALE 

1 . Telex: Brand Hazier, English & Arabic, good condition. 
Price: JD 1,200. 

2. Telephone systems: Brand Goldstar, 2 external lines + 
6-intemai lines, main unit with 7 telephones, good 
condition. Price: JD 450. 

3. Message Minder: 2 line tel. answering system with Vox 
and remote, brand new. Price: JD 130. 

Please call tel: 653410, Amman 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 

The International Community School requires a Bursar for 
August 1990. Applicants should have experience of 
book-keeping, be good at dealing with people and be 
fluent English speakers. 

Please telephone the Head Teacher's Secretary or write to 
the School for an application form. This should be filled in 
and returned to the School by Saturday March 31, 1990. 

International Community School 
P.O. Box 2002 
Amman 

Telephone: 841070 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, two baths, kitchen and 
three balconies. 

Independent central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner — TelL 641443, 667862 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230, model 1979, duty unpaid. 

Contact tei. 674307. 


AMRA HOTEL 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 200 and Mazda 929 (Duty unpaid) 

1 . Mercedes 200, model 1980, automatic, power steering, centre 
lock, tinted glass, 4 cushions, aluminium wheel casings, in 
excellent condition, used by a diplomat. Mileage 65,000 km. 

2. Mazda 929, model 1982, power steering, mini-centre, 4 
cushions, air conditioned, in excellent condition, used by a 
diplomat Mileage 85,000 km. 

For further details call 698111 or 698511 


REQUIRED 

Senior system auditor, qualified (Uni- 
versity degree /ACA /CPA) well experi- 
enced in computers required for a reput- 
able-group of co. dealing in major indus- 
tries, trading, and services sectors. Com- 
puter expertise is a must. 

Interviews will be held between 
March 19 - 24. 

Send C.V. to P.O. Box 926976 
Amman, Jordan. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY - Retail Consultant 

A leading Jordanian foundation seeks a part-time consul- 
tant to train gift shop personnel in merchandising, sales 
techniques, inventory management, financial controls, 
advertising, and other areas related to professional 
retailing. Candidates must have a minimum of 5 years 
experience in retail management within the gift business 
and ability to train. 

Interested candidates should send detailed 
background information to P.O. Box 950805, Am- 
before March 


man 


15. 


ip 


Amra Forum Hotel, a division of InterContinental Hotels Cor- 
poration is in need of the foliowing candidates due to their 
forthcoming opening of a new outlet "Vienna Cafe" 


applicants should have an experience in this field. 
For fntenriew, please contact the Personnel Office. 
Amra Hotel from 8tf0 mn. until 5$Q pan. 



Kielftfiv i lull'll la llu.' xniTul oi our puiuo mAcdier- 
H'if/i ii menu to please any gourmet. 
anJ the courteous service lhaf marks 
a fine restaurant. 

DfcimvFrera 7.O0PJM Tin 12 IMnghLtCInwd on Frldoy.) 

For reservations call : 81 5 07 1 


FORUM fp HOTELS 


y* 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


TWINS 


■ fa fe wnw: 


330/&15, &30, ltkJO 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Teh 634144 


Omar Al Sharif and 
MunratAmin 
in 

ALARAGOUZ 
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Lith uan ia n parliament plans 
to declare independence Sunday 


MOSCOW (AP) — Lithuanian nationalists said 
Friday that (dans or a parliamentary declaration of 
independence were still on and that a vote would be 
falrm Sunday, contradicting an earlier report that it 
had been postponed. 


Lionginas Vasilyauskas, 
spokesman for the Sajudis Peo- 
ple’s Movement, said the repub- 
lic's Supreme Soviet legislature 
would vote on a declaration of 
independence Sunday, instead of 
Saturday as originally planned. 

Sajudis members hold a two- 
thirds majority in the newly 
elected legislature. 

He disputed a report by 
Eduards Potashinkas, an editor at 
Lithuanian state-run television, 
who said the group's governing 
council had decided Thursday 
night to postpone the vote. 

Po tash mic as, who has been 
accurate in past accounts of de- 
velopments in Lithuania, said 
nationalists dropped plans to vote 
this weekend on from 

die Soviet Union. He said that, 
instead, they planned to vote on 
independence “in the nearest fu- 
ture.” 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, trying to quell the seces- 
sionist movement, warned earlier 
this week that such a move would 
be costly. 


He said that Lithuania would 
owe Che central government the 
equivalent of 21 billion rubles 
(about $34 billion) in convertible 
currency for Soviet investments 
made in the republic over the past 
SO years. 

The Lithuanian parliament is 
scheduled to meet Saturday. 

On Wednesday, Sajudis and 
t ithuaaian parliamentary leaders 
had decided to convene the Sup- 
reme Soviet Saturday and address 
the independence issue the next 
day, according to activist Andris 
Staurusavidus. 

Pro-secession sentiment in 
I Jthnania has been swelling for 
months, but Sajudis moved this 
week to force the issue. The 
group wanted to take action be- 
fore Gorbachev introduces his 
plans Monday in the national 
legislature to create a stronger 
president's post with the power to 
crack down on restive republics. 

The latest Sajndis decision 
would provide time to negotiate a 
compromise between the Krem- 
lin and representatives from re- 


publics like Lithu ania and Geor- 
gia where nationalist sentiments 
are growing. Local activists con- 
tend the new presidency would 
give Moscow near-dictatorial 
powers over the republics. 

National lawmakers were 
meeting in Moscow Friday in 
legislative committees to consider 
Gorbachev’s proposal on the new 
presidency, the Soviet News 
Agency TASS reported. 

Potashinkas said Lithuania's 
final course of action would be 
“tightly linked'’ to the type of 
powers the Congress confers on 
Gorbachev. 

The Soveit leader, in a recent 
congress with Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Algirdas Brazauskas, 
warned the Baltic republic that 
seceding would be costly, accord- 
ing to reports of the talks broad- 
cast on official Vilnius Radio. 

The radio reported that Gor- 
bachev said the republic would 
have to pay the Kremlin 21 billion 
rubles in hard currency if it 
secedes. According to TASS, 
Brazauskas replied that paying 
that sum in c on v e rtible currency 
“would be an extremely difficult 
task" since Lutiraama imports 
fuel, metallurgical products and 
raw materials from the Soviet 
Union at costs that are about 
three times lower than world 


prices. 

Ruble stocks accumulated by 
Lithuania wood* be of little or no 
help, since the Soviet currency 
cannot be freely used on the 
world market to buy dollars or 
other Western currencies. 

All three Baltic republics, Lat- 
via, Lithuania and Estonia, were 
independent nations between the 
two world wars. They say they 
were forced to join the Soviet 
Union in 1940 while under 
occupation by the Red Army. 

The national Supreme Soviet 
legislature is considering a prop- 
osed law that would give the 
republics the right to secede from 
the union if they fulfilled a daunt- 
ing series of requirements. 

Meanwhile the United States is 
urgently considering bow to re- 
spond to possible declaration of 
independence by the Lithuanian 
parliament, seeking a position - 
that would welcome the develop- 
ment but stop short of recognis- 
ing a new Lithuanian govern- 
ment. 

Sources dose to the Bosh 
administration said officials were 
trying to strike a careful balance 
that would take the objective 
legal situation into account but 
reiterate U.S. support for Lithua- 
nian aspirations. 


Ortega: Civilians to fight 
if rebels do not disband 


MANAGUA (AP) — President 
Daniel Ortega says armed 
citizens will fight U.S. -supported 
rebels if they do not disband 
before the new opposition-led 
government takes office April 25. 

But Ortega also said Thursday 
that even if the rebels do not 
demobilise, he will “t urn over the 
keys to the government house,' 1 
to President-elect Vioieta Barrios 
de Chamorro. 

He made the comments before 
thousands of people at a rally 
celebrating International 
Women's Day. 

“I am convinced that in the 
same way that the contras say 
they will not disarm... that the 
people are willing to grab the 
aims to finish the contras once 
and for all,” Ortega said. 

“Thousands of weapons are in 
the bands of the people” he said. 

Since the Sandinistas' Feb. 25 
election loss to the United National 
Opposition, known as UNO, 
there have been numerous re- 
ports of citizens being armed and 
trained for combat in “sovereign- 
ty battalions" by the governing 


party. - 
Civilians 


proudly show their 
new AK-47 combat rifles to re- 
porters. 

Opposition leaders point to the 
reports of weapons being handed 
out to civilians in expressing 
alarm over a Sandinista bill intro- 
duced this week in the legislature 
that would absolve anyone of 
crimes committed through the 
end of March. 


The law would apply to crimes 
committed between July 19, 
1979, the day of the victory of the 
Sandinista revolution that over- 
threw dictator Anastasio Somo- 
za, and March 31. 

The law is assured of passage 
because the Sandinistas* now 
have a 61-seat majority in the 
legislature to the 35 seats control- 
led by six opposition parties. On 
Thursday, the bill was sent to a 
committee for review, which will 
be followed by a vote. 

The Sandinistas are taking the 
action before they lose their 
majority. In the new legislature, 
UNO will have 52 seats and the 
Sandinistas 39. 

In his speech, Ortega repeated- 
ly spoke both of trading the 
Sandinistas as an opposition force 
in the future and about the Sandi- 
nistas' demand that the rebels, 
known as contras, demobilise^ 
during the transition period. 1 

“There is a calm like those 
before the storm,'* Ortega said. 
“And we have the obligation of 
avoiding being swept away by the 
tempest of civil war. 

“the situation in the country is 
very tense, very complicated,” 
Ortega said. 

He said contras, fighthing the 
Sandinistas since 1981, continue 
to launch attacks from their 
camps in Honduras into Nicara- 
guan territory “with the complic- 
ity of the Honduran government 
and the United States govern- 
ment.'’ 
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4,000 rally in Soviet Georgia 

MOSCOW (R) — About 4,000 people stood outside government 
and Communist Party offices in Soviet Georgia Friday to protest 
at Mikhail Gorbachev's plan to push through a new system of 
presidential rule. A spokesman for Tbilisi City Council said by 
telephone the demonstrators in the Georgian capital Included 30 
people on hunger strikes, 18 of them women. “The meeting is 
being held to protest against the institution of presidential rule,” 
he added. A journalist at the official Georgian News Agency 
Grnzinfbrm said the hunger strikers vowed to continue until the 
Congress of People’s Deputies, or parliament, killed proposed 
preadential powers legislation. The congress is due to begin 
meeting on March 12 and is expected to pass the legislation easily. 
Local mass movements, from the Baltic to Transcaucasia, are 
worried preadential rule will concentrate too much power in 
Gorbachev’s hands at a time when they are seeking to break free 
of Moscow. 

Quebec doctors probe birth defects 

MONTREAL (R) — A surge is unusual defects in babies and animate 
born near a nuclear plant in a heavily industrialised part of 
Quebec has triggered a medical inquiry into the causes. At least 
nine deformed babies were born near GentiUy, a village 78 
kilometres northeast of Montreal, between 1987 and mid-1989, 
Christiane Lemaire, spokeswoman for the Ste Marie Hospital in 
nearby Trois Rivieres, said Thursday. Three babies were bom 
without anuses, a problem that can be surgically corrected, while 
others had more serious internal deformities, she said. Farmers in 
the region also reported a high rate of birth defects in their herds 
during the same period. Dozens of lambs were born blind, lacked 
ears or had deformed hooves. Doctors say there is no evidence 
linking the defects to the nearby Gentilly 0 midear power plant, 
which started operating in 1982. The medical team will check the 
levels of radiation emitted from the plant as well as pollution from 
aluminum smelters, pulp mills and an oil-recycling facility in the 
region. 

Spanish Navy foils port blockade 

MALAGA, Spain (R) — Hie ■ Spanish Navy foiled a fresh 
attempt by fishermen to blockade Malaga Friday in protest at 
increased Moroccan fishing fines. Government officials said the 
navy used two frigates, three corvettes and two gunboats to keep 
some 20 trawlers away from the entrance to the southern port. 
Three fishermen needed hospital treatment Thursday when civil 
guardsmen fired rubber bullets from a helicopter and navy 
launches to dear the port. Fishermen have been blockading 
Algedras, Huelva and Almeria for eight days. Malaga and Cadiz' 
are the only large ports open on the south coast. The government 
representative in the region, Alfonso Garrido, said chemical 
industries in Huelva were running short of supplies and some had 
to cut production. He said a joint commission monitoring the 
filing agreement between the European Community and Moroc- 
co would meet on March 19 to try solve the dispute caused by a 
tenfold increase in fines imposed by Morocco for illegal fishing. 


Pretoria cracks down on 
unrest, dozens arrested 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African police saio Friday 
they had detained dozens of 
blacks in a crackdown on political 
violence sweeping the country. 

“People who are being de- 
tained are the trouMemakeis 
causing the violence," a senior 
police spokesman said. 

The arrests took place over- 
night in townships across the 
country to crush a five-week wave 
of anti-apartheid unrest in which 
up to 200 people have been kil- 
led, he said. 

“It’s dozens arrested, not hun- 
dreds," the spokesman who de- 
clined to be identified said in & 
telephone interview. 

“They are troublemakers, not 
blade political activists. Do not 
call them black political activ- 
ists.” 

He said the arrests were con- 
fined to Sooth Africa’s four pro- 
vinces and had not extended to 
the 10 tribal homelands, where 
much of the unrest has occurred. 

Security sources said at least 50 
people had been rounded up in' 
Orange Free State. The police 
spokesman described the report 
as “fair.” 

Johannesburg lawyer 
Annchand Soman said 11 people 
arrested in Orange Free State in 
the early hoars of Friday were 
members of the United Democra- 
tic Front (UDF) anti-apartheid 
coalition. 


He said they had been detained 
under three-year-old emergency 
regulations which give police and 
troops sweeping powers of arrest 
and permit detention for up to six 
months without triaL 
The UDF is an ally of Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con- 
ress, the main organisation 
King white rale. 

News of the arrests coincided 
with an emergency debate in par- 
liament on the worst unrest since a 
nationwide uprising against white 
rale in 1984^6. 

“Enough is enough. Political 
freedom » not a licence for poll-' 
tical hooliganism, unraliness and 
violence,” Law and Order Minis- 
ter Adriaan Vlok told the 
assembly. 

Fifteen people were killed and 
150 injured when raiders hacked 
and shot men and boys in a black 
township of Katlehong Thursday 
night, community groups said. 

They said the dead were vic- 
tims of a war between two rival 
gro u ps of taxi ope rato rs feuding 
for the two weeks over routes in 
Kadebong, east of Johannesburg. 
At least 40 people died. 

On Friday, police confirmed 
six deaths earlier in the week and 
seven on Thursday night 
The taxi business is one of the 
few lucrative enterprises open to 
impoverished blacks and gener- 
ates intense rivalry. 


Unrest spreads in Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (R) 
— Thousands of demonstrators 
took to the streets in at least eight 
Haitian cities, including a much 
on the presidential palace in Port- 
Au-Prince, increasing speculation 
that President Prosper Avril 
might step down. 

Avril’s wife left the country for 
Washington Wednesday night, 
according; to diplomatic sources 
who said they believed her hus- 
band would soon be following 
her. 

In Petit Goave, where the kill- 
ing of an 11-year-old girl Monday 
spaked spontaneous student mar- 
ches, local radio stations reported 
that mobs were tearing down the 
homes of suspected members of 
the Tointons Macoutes, the 
feared vigilante forces set up late 
Dictator Francois Duvalier. 

Radio reports said the mobs, 
estimated at several thousand 
people, were also attacking police 
stations in what they described as 
a return to “Operation De- 


chonkaj,” meaning “to puD up by 
the roots.” 

In other provincial cities, the 
marches were peaceful and the 
army and local police remained 
on tiie sidelines. 

In the capital, about 1,000 de- 
monstrators marched on the pres- 
idential palace. 

A local raefio station reported 
one death in Port- Au-Prince after 
troops fired into the air and indis- 
criminately beat marchers who 
were demanding that Avril step 
down from power in this im- 
poverished Caribbean nation, 
which shares the island of 
niola with the Dominican 
public. 

Witnesses said members of the 
dreaded Tontons Macon tes, 
wearing their trade-mark dark 
glasses, were out in force and 
appeared to be directing military 
action. Some ordered soldiers to 
stop beating civilians, the witnes- 
ses said. 


Kim to quit as N. Korean leader 


TOKYO (R) — Khn-D-Sung, 
North Korea’s “great leader” 
since 1948, will step down after 
his 78th birthday on April 15 and 
hand day-to-day power to Ms son, 
Japan’s Kyodo News Service re- 
pented from Peking Friday. 

Pyongyang has already 
announced elections to the Sup- 
reme People’s Assembly (parlia- 
ment) on April 22, more than six 
months ahead of schedule, and 
North Korea-watchers in Tokyo 
have been expecting major poli- 
tical developments. 

In Friday’s report, Kyodo 
quoted Chinese government 
sources as saying Peking was told 
in mid-Febraaiy that Kim was 
to complete the long- 
handover to his 48-year- 
old sod, Kim Jong-n, though he 
would not relinquish all control. 

“He will become North 
Korea’s Deng Xiaoping,” Kyodo 
quoted the sources as saying, 
implying that, like China’s 85- 
year-old paramount leader, the 
elder Kim would retain Ms hold 
on power by using his «nmen«e 

infl pence b ehind the s een eS- 

Kyodo said a Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman had denied 
the report, saying: “I know no- 


thing about it” 

But the North Korean embas- 
sy, contacted by the Japanese 
agency, would neither confirm 
nor deny the report. 

In the South Korean capital 
Seoul, which remains in tense 
c onfr o nta tion with the North 37 
years after the end of the Korean 
War, the first reaction was one of 
cahtioo. 

Kyodo quoted one Chinese 
officii as saying North Korea 
asked China to send Communist 
Party Chief Bang Zemin to Pyon- 
gyang to reaffirm bilateral ties 
before the start of the new admi- 
nistration. 

Bang has since scheduled a trip 
later this month to the rcdnave 
North, according to official re- 
ports Tuesday from Peking and 


North Korea’s totally-control- 
led press has in recent weeks 
stepped up its already laudatory 
mentions of the younger Kim. 

Mating a little thfcir hagjfpg- 
raphical references to the “great 
leader,” long the focus of one of 
the world’s most intense perso- 
nality cults, newspapers - and 
radios have gone overboard ab- 
out Ms son. 


They have credited the “dear 
leader’ with all manner of feats 
inrlf«ding J just this week, inspir- 
ing a remarkable upsurge in con- 
sumer goods production. 

Last month, on Kim Jong-H’s 
48th birthday, the official news 
agency reported the extraordin- 
ary spread at home and abroad 
of a new hybrid flow called 
“Kimjongflia,” which it said was 
being propagated in many coun- 
tries. 

North Korea watchers in 
.Tokyo, noting tins propaganda 
barrage, were intrigued fay the 
announcement in February that 
Pyongyang would hold early elec- 
tions to parliament. 

Some speculated it was to pave 
the way for Kim to hand over to 
Ms son, founding the Communist 
World's first ruling dynasty. 

A Kyodo Analyst said Kim’s 
apparent decision to quit looked 
like a pre-emptive move to avoid 
the HHai wave of change which 
has swept away many Eastern 
Europe Communist leaders. 

South Korean officials, howev- 
er, said they did not know if the 
long-awaited handover would 
come any time soon. 


Seoul committee recommends 
signing U.N. human rights pacts 


SEOUL (AP) — In a move to 
improve human rights, legislators 
passed a resolution Friday recom- 
mending that South Korea sign 
three United Nations human 
righ t* a greemen t. 

In a National Assembly com- 
mittee, governing and opposition 
party lawmakers unanimously 
passed the resolution, which is to 
be reviewed later at a full assem- 
bly session. 

Government officials said they 
would not oppose becoming a 
signatory to interna tional cove- 
nants On H uman ri gh t* 

But they said the government 
wants to ago sn optional protocol 
on the international covenant on 
civil and political rights with re- 
servations on some clauses that 
contradict South Korean laws. 

Among other t hin gs. South 
Korean laws limit equal right* for 
spouses, the right for public offi- 
cials and teachers to o rga nise and 
the right for appeal in an 
emergency situation. 

If endorsed, the resolution 
would require the government to 
present regular reports to the 
United Nations on South Korea’s 
human rights situation and mea- 


sures taken to implement the 
U.N. pacts. 

The pacts call on signatories to 
accept an inspection by a UJ4. 
human rights delegtion, and 
allow nations to bring claims re- 
garding any other country’s hu- 
man righ ts situation to the United 
Nations. 

President Rob Tae-Woo is ex- 
pected to reshuffle his cabinet 
soon following a major political 
merger that produced a giant 
governing party, the Yonhap 
News Agency reported Friday*. 

The national news agency 
quoted unidentified government 
sources as saying that the 
shakeup, the first since Decem- 
ber 1988, is expected to be 
announced after the current par- 
liamentary session ends 
Thursday. 

“I understand many people (in 
the government) feel a need for a 
cabinet shakeup after the merger 
and, actually, prep ara tions are 
under way to that end,” Yonhap 
quoted one source as saying. 

The agency said the shakeup 
would be extensive, affecting 
more than half of its 22 members. 
The previous shakeup in Decem- 


ber 1988 affected the prime 
minister and 16 cabinet members. 

Prime Minister Kang Young- 
Hoon is likely to be retained but 
Economic Pl annin g Minister Cho 
Soon and most other economic 
ministers would be replaced, it 
said. 

Cho and Ms economic team 
are under fire for a series of 
policy failures that exacerbated 
land speculation and slowed ex- 
ports. 

In a move mqnecedented in 
South Korean politics, Roh’s gov- 
erning party merged with two 
centrist opposition groups in 
January to produce a giant con- 
servative g ov ernin g party. 

Hardline opposition and dissi- 
dent groups vehemently de- 
nounced the merger, calling it “a 
kind of coop d’etat which ignored 
the people’s will.” 

Roh’s governing party lost its 
parliamentary majority in the 
1988 general elections but it now 
controls more than two-thirds of 
seats in the 197-member National 
Assembly. The lone opposition 
Party for Peace and Democracy, 
led by Kim Dae-Jung, has only 70 
seats. 


Italian Communists to relaunch party 


BOLOGNA, Italy (AP) — Old- 
gnard Italian Communists ack- 
nowledged Thursday they were 
fighting a losing baffle to save the 
traditional identity of their party, 
the largest in the West 

Party leader Achille Occhetto 
has aO the votes he needs at the 
Italian Communist Party's cur- 
rent extraordinary congress to 
guarantee the success of Ms prop- 
osal to relannch the party , a move 
expected to lead to the change in 
name and the elimina tion of its 
hammer-and-sickk symbol. 

Oocfaetto has pushed for the 
birth of anew party as part of an 
effort to reverse die party’s elec- 
toral slide and offer an alternative 
to the domination of the Christ- 


ian Democrats and their allies. 

Armando Cossutta, who has 
fought to block any reform that 
could destroy the party's tradi- 
tional identity, admitted, that “it 
is true, 65 per cent of the votes in 
the congress are in his favour.” 

But he argued that “Occhetto 
speaks as if it is our fault that we 
have not succeeded in bring in 
the government., as if anti-com- 


Other old-guard Communists 
such as Aide Tortorella have 
argued that die party, which 
claims I”. 4 million members, 
could conduct major reforms 
without creating a new party. 

“It is true, this name has been 
muddied by others. But they are 
the ones that must change it” 
Tortorella added. 

Tortorella agreed with Occhet- 


mimtsm stemmed from our n ame - to that the party has been frao- 
and not from forces that want to lured by the debate over chang- 


kcep every prospect of change a 
long way from the government.’' 
He received lukewarm applause 
from tiie 1,092 delegates gathered 
in Bologna’s sports place, awash 
in red for the congress that ends 
this weekend. 


ing its identity. 

The Communists nearly came 
to power in 1976 when they won 
34 per cent of the vote, but they 
dropped to about 27 per cent in 
the last parl i a me ntary elections in 
1987. 


UNESCO chief defends restructuring plan 


JOMTIEN, Thailand (AP) — 
The head of UNESCO has de- 
fended a controversial restructur- 
ing plan and accused Ms critics of 
ignoring his reform efforts. 

On Feb. 28 Director General 
Federico Mayor established 24 
new management posts and 
promotions for 18 top level staff. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press in the Thai 
beach resort of Jomtien, where 
he is atte ndin g an international 
conference on education, Mayor 
called British press criticism of his 
moves “misleading and ill-in- 
formed.” 

The United States and Britain, 
which provided about 30 per cent 


of the U.N. Education Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) budget, pulled out in die 
mid-1980s, claiming UNESCO 
was anti-Western, poorly man- 
aged and spendthrift. 

Western and Japanese diplo- 
mats and the head of the U.S. 
observer mission to tiie Paris- 
based UNESCO Richard T. Mil- 
ler, called Mayor’s new j 
mistake. A Japanese * ’ 
that it showed UNESCO “was 
going backwards at great speed.” 

British press rep orts have criti- 
cised the cost of the plan. Mayor 
confirmed that the appointments 
would cost $5 million, but said 
some of the economy measures 


he had introduced in the past two 
years ago had saved three times 
that . 

Mayor said his critics had 
ignored that since 1985, total 
staffing at UNESCO had been 
art from 3,000 to 2,000. 

Mayor appointed the former 
deputy director of the Soviet state 
commission for radio and televi- 
aon, Henrikfa YusMavftshns, to 
die senative post of deputy 
director general for communica- 
tions. It had been expected that 
Mayor would give the com- 
munications post to a Westerner 
as part of Ms campaign to get the 
United States ana Britain to re- 
join the organisation. 


Women who made a difference lauded worldwide 


WOMEN fanned a chain around 
India’s parliament to demand 

equality, and Margaret Thatcher 
of Britain welcomed Nicaragua's 
new president to the dub of 
female leaders during ceremonies 
Thursday for International 
Women’s Day. 

The French saluted women 
who helped bring change to East- 
ern Europe. A visiting U.S. 
women’s leader railed against the 
social status of American women. 

Leaders and women’s groups 
around the world joined in the 
observances. March 8 was de- 
clared Women's Day in 1910 dur- 
ing an international socialist 
women’s • conference in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Hie 
celebration was adopted by the 
United Nations in 1975. 

In New Delhi Thursday, about 
2,000 women surrounded the par- 
liament braiding in a h uman 
chain. The protesters, many with 
clenched fists, called for more 


opportunities for women and 
equality of the sexes. 

One sign carried by a protest e r 
said, ‘It is not women chain; it is 

a hmnan chain.” 

In her comments to the male- 
dominated British House of 
Commons, Prime Minister 
Thatcher praised the Feb. 25 
election in Nicaragua of newspap- 
er publisher Vioieta Barrios de 
Chamorro. 

“How very grateful we are that 
our snail number of heads of 
government have been added to 
by another head of government, a 
woman head of government in 
Nicaragua,” she said. 

She spoke after rejecting an 
opposition Labour Party demand 
to mark Women's Day by in- 
creasing state payments to 
mothers of dependent children. 

In Managua, Nicaragua, out- 
going President Daniel Ortega 
used Ms speech marking the day 
to warn of civil war if tiie U.S.- 
supported contra rebels M to 


dismantle before April 25, when 
Mrs. Chamorro takes over. 

In Paris, ceremonies honoured 
women who have played major 
roles in the fight for democracy in 
Romania, the Soviet Union and 
elsewhere. 

Among those singled out were 
human rights activists Yelena 
Bonner of the Soviet Union and 
Doina Cornea of Romania, both 
targets of government repression 
for many years. 

A symposhim on “women and 
creation” sponsored by ayear-old 
French feminist group, the 
Women’s Alliance for Democra- 
tisation, featured a host of inter- 
national feminist leaders. They 
included MoDy Yard, president 
of the National Organisation for 
Women in the United States. 

“International Women's Day 
demonstrates that everywhere 
women are pretty modi treated 
as less than first-class citizens,” 
Yard said to the Associated Pres. 

Asked about the status of 


women- in tiie United States, 
Yard said “the picture isn’t 
pretty.” 

“They lose their jobs, they 
don’t get promoted and they get 
h an as sed on the Job. They’re de- 
nied tenure as professors, they 
get bea te n up and they get tem- 
tae divorce settlements,” she 
said. 

Michele Andre, France’s i 
ty minister of women’s ri£ 
saluted the achievements of Pres- 
ident Corazon Aquino of the 
Philippines and Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhntto of Pakistan. 

She said France will try to 
provide Romanian hospitals with 
materials for contraception and 
abortion. Romanian women were 
forbidden to use contraceptive 
devices and denied abortions 
under the dictatorship of Nkolae 
Ceausescu, who was executed 
during tiie December revolution. 

In another address in New 
York, U.N. Secretary-General 


Javier Perez de Cuellar lauded 
tiie wrok of women in special 
U.N. missions in Namibia and 
Nicaragua. He also said more 
must be done to promote women 
in the world body. 

La Peking, Chen Muhua, head 
of die All-China Women’s Fed- 
eration, stressed party allegiance 
in a reception at the Great HaQ of 
the People for more than 1,000 
prominent women. 

“Chinese women are con- 
vinced that without national li- 
beration, there would be no 
women’s liberation, and without 
the Communist Party and social- 
ism, they would not have won die 
status they enjoy today,” she 
said. 

Premier Li Peng, who attended 
the reception, said women 
“under the leadership of the 
Communist Party will forge 
ahead to maintain and f ur t h er 
enh an c e die country's econ omic 
and political stability.” 



13 -y ear-old skelton 

found In house 

BRUSSELS (R) — A neighbour 
who climbed in the open rear 
window of a Brussels bouse was 
horrified to find the skeleton of a 
woman who may have been dead 
for 13 years. The skeleton was 
dressed in a Robe, lying on a bed. 
Police said the woman, identified 
only as Rosalie, was born in 1897 
and might have died as' long ago 
as 1977. Her house was conde- 
mned in 1971 and the gas and 
electricity were disconnected. 
The neighbour, worried that the 
drimeny of the boose would top- 
ple on his property after recent 
storms, discovered the body on 
Feb. 28 bat did not tell police 
until a week later. 

Child turns in 
gambling father 

PEKING (AP) — A 6-year-old 
Shanghai boy has won praise for 
‘informing police that his lather 
was gambling, according to a 
local daily. Shanghai’s Liberation 
Daily, in a Thursday report seen 
in Peking Friday, sard little Wang 
Leyi appeared at a police station 
one evening last week to report 
that his father was playing Mah- 
jongg and ask police to “go and 
rake care of the situation.” When 
asked by police who had sent 
him, the kindergarten pupil said, 
“gambling is bad and I came on 
my own to report him.” The 
report said ponce went to the 
boy’s home, found the adults of 
tiie family gambling at Mahjongg 
and “educated” the father. The 
boy, on returning home, said: *T 
was the one who asked the ‘unde 
policeman' to come.” It said 
police and neighbours gathered 
to watch the scene smiled when 
he said this, and that little Wang's 
father and the other adults were 
moved by his actions. 


Japanese develo 


ipa 

colour Fax machine 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan's Sharp 
Corp. has developed a desktop 
Facsimile machine than can trans- 
mit photograph- like foil-colour 
images, the company has 
announced. The company said 
the Fax machine is the first made 
for general office use that can 
transmit full-colour pictures, 
although some newspapers nse 
very expensive fax equipment to 
semi page layouts from one print- 
ing plant to another. The 
machine can send a photograph 
t he size of a standard sheet of 
typewriter paper over a regular 
telephone line in three mi n u tes, 
and can reproduce subtle colour 
shades, Tsutomu Muroi, a com- 
pany official, said. The transmis- 
sion time can be cut to about 20 
seconds if the Fax is sent over 
digital communications lines, 
which are used by some com- 
panies for telephone rails and 
data communications, he said. 

For each page, the cost for 
paper and a multicolour ribbon is 
about 300 yen ($2), the company 
said. In a public test between two 
Japanese cities Tuesday, the 
transmitted copy of a photograph 
closely matched the original, ex- 
cept the colours were stightiy 
darker, Muroi said. 

Bear causes unusual 
security worries 

OSLO (R) — An airport on an 
Arctic island has an umwiial 
security problem — a hungxy- 
tookrng polar bear is on the 
prowl. After dark, ground work- 
ers at Norway’s Longyearbyen 
Airport, on Spitz bergen Island 
around 1 ,000 kilometres from the 
North Pole, rush around in pairs 
far protection. Last weekend, a 
polar bear lumbered to within 200 
metres of the airport. Arctic ice- 
packs are further north than nor- 
mal this year, forcing polar bears 
to hunt in imnci»a| places. 
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